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Action Requests

Write the letters below (or call),
preferably in your own words,
or as is. Be courteous. Have
friends, business associates,
etc., do the same.

1. Honorable Bill Clinton
The President

White House

Washington, DC 20500

Ph# (202) 456-1111
Fax# (202) 456-2461

Message: Please stop de-
portation proceedings against
all Irish political prisoners in
the US. Also please use your
influence to ensure that all-
party talks begin on June 10,
that there are no preconditions

" to progress and that the de-

commissioning of IRA weap-
ons is not the only issue on the
table

2. Irish Ambassador
2234 Massachusetts Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20008

Ph# (202) 462-3939
Fax# (202) 232-5993

Message: Please make sure
that the British government.
doesn't allow all-party talks to
center on the decommission-
ing issue. It is time for the Irish
govt. to stand up for the rights
of the Irish people. Don'tallow
the British to further stall the
process.

Irish Political Deportations Update

by Sandy Boyer, New York

At least nine Irish men are facing deportation because of their past activities in the Irish Republi-
can Army. Many are married to American citizens with children born in this country. Their wives
and children are forced with a choice between exile and breaking up their families. None of the
men face charges in Ireland or Britain.

Brian Pearson is a native of county Tyrone in Northern Ireland. He served 12 years in
Long Kesh as a special category political prisoner. The British government themselves legally
recognized Pearson as a political prisoner. Pearson came to the US in 1988. He met his wife Doris,
an American citizen and they now have an American born daughter.

On April 9, Brian Pearson went to the Immigration and Naturalization service for what was
supposed to be a routine procedural hearing. He was seized by INS agents who threatened to
manacle him and put him on the next plane back to Ireland. They were only stopped by lawyers
who claimed political asylum for him and threatened to get a writ of habeas corpus from a federal
judge. Finally Brian Pearson was released on his own recognizance until August when he will
have a political asylum hearing.

Matt Morrisan is currently awaiting a decision on his application for permanent residence
based on his marriage to an American citizen and his American born children. Morrisan served 10
years in Long Kesh as special category political prisoner. He resides in St. Louis with his wife
Francine and their six year-old son Matt and three year-old daughter Katie.

Robbie McErlean faces a deportation hearing on May 15. Like Pearson and Morrisan, he
served as a political prisoner in Long Kesh. He left Ireland because of constant death threats and
harassment from the British forces and Loyalist paramilitaries. In fact the lives of all of these men
and their families, if returned to Ireland, would be in serious risk.

All of these men would almost automatically be given permanent resident status if it
weren’t for their one time connection to the IRA. The Justice Department is saying that anyone
who was ever part of the IRA must be deported because the IRA are terrorists. American wives
and families don’t matter.

This is a purely political decision that could be changed with the stroke of a pen. (See
Action Request #1) It is worth remembering that only a few years ago, the government also
considered Nelson Mandela’s African National Congress a terrorist organization.

Irish American Families Against Political Deportation is holding a demonstration in
support of all the families facing deportation on Saturday May 11, at 1pm at 26 Federal Plaza in
lower Manhattan.
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