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He was 87 years old. Frank was born in Scotland and came
to this country in 1929.

He and his wife, Rose, were living in a convalescent
home in Manchester, Connecticut at the time of his death
from cancer.

Frank spent most of his NBC career in the Radio
Electronic Maintenance Department.

P}

John Rice, Engineering, passed away on June Sth. Cause
of death was a heart attack. John was 69.

o oo o
Florence Ring, sister of Marie DePietro and sister-in-
law of Vincent DePietro, former Peacock North President,
died in July at her home in Florida. Florence was Albert
Protzman’s secretary (Engineering Scheduling) in the 1950s.

o

Judd Rose, areporter and anchor for network and cable
TV shows, died at 45 of cancer. Most of Rose’s TV years
were spent with ABC, but he did work for NBC radio prior
to the 1980s. He had won an EMMY and a Peabody.

o oo P

Shad Northshield, “Shad,” — Robert J. Northshield,
one of the outstanding producers at NBC News, and a
veteran, too, of CBS and ABC, died at
age 78 in August after a lingering
illness in a metro area nursing home.

His most enduring creation was
CBS’ “Sunday Moming Show,” first
produced in 1979 with Charles Kuralt,
now with Charles Osgood, and still
running strong.

At NBC, Shad was executive
producer of “Today,” and “Huntley-
Brinkley,” and numerous presidential
elections and space shot missions. Among his awards: an
Emmy, the George Foster Peabody, and the du Pont-
Columbia University Award.

During WWII he served as a lieutenant in the army in
Europe, and was awarded the Purple Heart after being
wounded in combat.

His post-war journalism career began at the Sun-Times
in Chicago where he was a reporter, photo editor and
columnist. Shad entered TV at CBS in 1953 as an associate
producer and returned there in 1977 after his NBC days. He
retired from CBS in 1995.

He had a great interest in nature and that interest
continues in the closing minutes of “Sunday Moming,”
which is always devoted to a minute or two of a nature scene
with only ambient sound as the audio. (DG)

P}

Robert McFarland, 62, a former correspondent,
producer and Washington bureau chief of NBC News, died
at his Austin, Texas home of lymphoma in late August.

McFarland joined NBC in 1966, became a “Huntley-
Brinkley” producer in *69, and London bureau chief in 1973
before returning to the states and “Nightly News.”

He was named a vice president in 1982 and the
principal planning executive at network headquarters in New
York.

He spent 28 years at NBC, retiring a few years ago.

o oo P
Vincent Kane, Engineering, passed away on Aug 26th.
He was 77. The cause of death was cancer. He had worked
for NBC for 31 years. He is survived by his wife, Dolores, a
son, a daughter and three grandchildren.

G b o

Roy J. Silver, 71, Newsman, worked with legendary
radio sports journalist Bill Sten, and later with Dick
Schapp; for many years past, a sports reporter on television,
died October 5.

Silver was newsman at NBC television for more than a

quarter century when he retired in 1988. (See page 6.)
o oo o

Alan Courtney, 79, TV and entertainment industry
executive died in early May. The San Francisco-bom
Courtney left a position as a bank executive in 1940 to join
Metropolitan Theatres as a manager of two Newsreel
theaters.

After Army service during World War Il began his
career at NBC. Starting as a page in 1947 on the West
Coast, he was later transferred to New York to be director of
station relations. In 1953 he became director of daytime and
night-time programming, and the following year network
executive in charge of production for “The Steve Allen
Show.” In 1960 he had a two-year stint as VP of program
development and network sales. He left NBC in 1962 to be
VP of programming at CBS. In 1963 he joined MGM
Television in California as vice president and was executive
in charge of productions such as “Dr. Kildare,” “The Man
from U.N.C.L.E.,” and “Flipper.”

o oo P

William (Bi”) Flood, Jr., son of NBC’s Bill Flood,
died October 12th of a heart attack, he was 42. Bill Jr.
worked as the TD at Martha Stewart’s home in Connecticut
where she does her TV show. He also worked as a TD at
Channel 13, the New York PBS station.

ofo oo of

Chie sun has 58, 15 cyte ends K,
N0 more 16 bight the fves of our frimds
Char tols are over thay ve no more o give
OBut in our memoyy they will atways lve
Now they sleep in endless night
Only to waken 1o aternd light.



















By the Luftig’s

We had never been to Barcelona, Spain. Everyone

told us this city of ole’s, hola’s and pesetas was someplace
special to visit, so, we made it our next port of call. We
scheduled a week there followed by a week in Jordan.

Barcelona, Spain’s second largest city, with a
population of over a million and a half people, is a bustling,
growing center that still retains many attractive open plazas.
Concrete architecture in Barcelona is ogled almost as much
as the sidewalk lotharios view the local senoritas. The man
responsible for most of this architectural action is the design
icon of Spain whose name is Antoni Gaudi. His buildings
attract tourists like viewers to the final episode of
“Survivor.”

Towering over the city is his design of the most famous
of the many churches in the city. It is called the Sagrada
Familia. Its four towers collectively representing the 12
apostles, soar into the
sky like rockets ready
gt to be launched.
Meticulously carved,
the effect is dynamic.

On the bustling
< main street, Passeig
- de Gracia, you cannot
' help but notice a
| building whose
| facade undulates like
a gentle wave. Itis La
Casa Mila, another of
1 Gaudi’s works. Built
between 1906 and
1912, it stands out
like an oasis in the
desert. Inside the
building is an
apartment filled
with fumiture,
desks,
telephones,
typewriters,
lamps, just as it
was in that
§ period. Walking
through the
large rooms,
with their high

La Casa Mila

¥

ceilings, was a
back to the future

event.
: Most
rooftops in
Barcelona are
* similar to those
in our country, a
. forest of
| television

antennae. The

rooftop on this
building is unlike any we have ever seen. It is a sculpture
sensation. The chimneys are concealed in what look like vast
concrete perfume bottles. Other chimneys are masked by
what appear to be alien or extraterrestrial faces.

At the time, and even today, these sculptures are
considered to be prime examples of modemism.
A visit to Barcelona isn’t complete unless you’ve spent

a major amount of time in a section of town called Las
Ramblas. It is an area equivalent to 4th Street on Fifth
Avenue to 23rd Street. Traffic is banned in the center lane
that is filled with outdoor cafes, flower stands and a great
variety of vendors. It has a Greenwich Village flavor with
artists hawking their oils and watercolor paintings.
Musicians entertain visitors sitting in outdoor cafes. Mimes
hold their poses and your attention. Wearing distinctive
costumes these still artists change their position when you
drop a few pesetas in the container in front of them.
Acrobats and jugglers create a festive atmosphere. It is a fun
place to visit and the warm weather brought us back a few
times. It was easy and fun to ramble in Las Ramblas.

Rooftop Aliens
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of the Temple of

4 Hercules. This temple
was destroyed in an
earthquake. From a
high point in the

7 ruins, we looked

¢ down at an ancient
amphitheater. Seating
thousands, it i1s now
surrounded by

' modern suburbs.

The highlight of
our trip and the main
reason for our going
to Jordan was to visit
Petra. Petra is
incredible. If you saw
Harrison Ford in
“Indiana Jones and
the Last Crusade” you
saw this remarkable
place settled by Arabs
more than two thousand years ago; it dominated the trade
routes of ancient Arabia.

Petra’s most famous monument is the Treasury. The
facade is 30 meters wide and 43 meters high. Carved in the
first century BC. as a tomb for a king, it was later used as a
temple. The urn at the top of the monument was believed to
hold gold and precious jewels and that’s how it acquired the
name as the Treasury. After a twenty-minute walk through
the mountain (cut apart by an earthquake) you reach the
open area and your mouth opens as well. The first thing you
see is that Treasury building. Carved out of the limestone
cliff, it is a fabulous sight and is remarkably preserved. Four
of its six pillars are original. The colors are natural and
beautiful. There are many royal tombs and cave-filled
streets. Sandy and the guide climbed into the hills to explore
some of the royal caves while I stayed below and took

T

Trail to Petra

pictures.

There is also a
7,000 seat theater
from the time of
Jesus, a Palace
Tomb in the Roman
style, a gigantic
monastery and what
was believed to be
the shrine of Aaron,
27" brother of Moses,
* high atop Mount
Aaron.

4 Pictures cannot
-\ match the

. excitement of being
¢ there and seeing the
. area. If you can, go

| to Petra. It’s a show
stopper.

The heat
throughout all of
Jordan was
oppressive and we
planned to go to Aqaba and enjoy two days of relaxation at
the seashore. Unfortunately, Aqaba was having a heat wave
and the 120 degree temperature was just too much to take.

Ther Ji ‘rééswy

Caves in Petra

We arrived safely. Eight days later, our luggage
arrived. Oh well, that’s slow biz.

As always, it was good to get away but great to get
home. O

Don and Sandy are at home in North Caldwell, NJ, wrir-
ing a tale for our next issue of their latest cruise adven-
nure — Rome, Mome Carlp, Pettofino, Sorrento, Taor-
mina, Malta, Corfu in Greece and ending in Veuice.
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mcreases in my retirement payments, and thank Jack Welch
for his interest in doing that.

Looking Back at History

When [ first started working at NBC in April 1934, 1
think the President of NBC was Merlin Aylesworth,

followed by Major Lenox Lohr, and then Niles Trammell,
and so on. NBC had just left 711 Fifth Avenue, and moved
toRockefeller Center.

Around 1936 a telephone message came to the
engineer’s lounge for me. One of the engineers answered
and left a message on the bulletin board. When I came in,
several called my attention to the note. It read, “Ken, Major
Lenox Lohr called, and wants you to call him back.”

They were all sitting there waiting for me to make the
call. It appeared like the old April fool trick, where one gets
amessage to call a certain number, and asks for a Mr. Fish,
and it turns out that the number is for the New York City
aquarium, and then everyone would have a big laugh.

[ surprised them when | made the call to Mr. Lohr’s
office and had a long conversation with him. Little did they
know that | knew Major Lenox Lohr and had many
conversations with him during my early moming duties of
checking his electronic equipment and the self contained air
conditioning units in his office.

Over the years, he learned that | was quite experienced
with 8 mm movie film, and he had become interested in
movie film. He called me to ask if 1 would come to his
home, on the Fourth of July, where he was going to have a
party for all of the employees of NBC, and he wanted me to
operate his film studio using two 16 mm film projectors. Of
course | was thrilled to be able to do this, but informed him,
that | had no experience with 16 mm projectors and he said
he would help and instruct me in the operation.

[ arrived at his home, early in the moming of the Fourth
of July, and he took me around, and showed me his home
which, I think, was rented for him by NBC. It was a palatial
home in, | believe, Tarrytown, New York.

Arriving at the home, one would drive around a circular
driveway, where there were many trees, and each of the trees
had a bronze plaque, describing the kind of tree, and the
approximate age. Between the trees were lights on tall poles,
to illuminate the driveway.

There was a small lake, with a boat capable of seating
about eight or so persons. | believe it was powered by a

battery powered electric motor. There was a swimming pool
and a small hothouse. One side of the building had a
bowling alley. There was also an enclosed aviary with exotic
birds.

As one entered the house there was a reception area,
with a three-manual pipe organ. | had hoped to try the organ
out. | had taken lessons on a Hammond Electronic Organ.
But | was unable to get to the console because a famous
announcer, Graham MacNamee, spent a couple of hours
playing on the instrument. Having no talent he was just

41

pushing down the floor bass keys, and hitting any keys on
the console.

In the basement was a full shop for wood working.
Major Lohr was in the process of making a small copy of a
motor boat, about two feet long.

Below the shop was a small a movie theatre with about
fifty theatre seats. There were two projection booths, each
had a 16 mm projector, so that the movie could be shown by
switching from one projector to the other. | remember the
movie we were showing was Jeanette McDonald, and
Nelson Eddy, where he played the part of a Canadian
mountie.

There was a large ceiling chandelier with a switch that
could dim or shut off the light, and switch to the wall pocket
lights, just like a professional theatre.

This is where | operated the projectors for the
employees, but after one showing very few people appeared
to waste the time indoors, so the movie was cancelled.

As darkness came on there was a display of fireworks
around the lake, set up by professional pyrotechnicians, and
it ended with a large sparkling American Flag.

This explains why | was able to answer the phone, and
the group in the lounge were disappointed, not having a
great laugh, about my calling and speaking with Major
Lenox Lohr, the president of NBC.

* Kk K %K

Recently | had the pleasure of receiving a long message
from my old friend Ray Glendon, radio engineer in the old
days, when we were both working on “soap operas.”

He mentioned a story he watched on *60 minutes” by
Andy Rooney. It was something | encountered many years
ago. It was when you buy a new car, they put their dealer
name on the rear of the car. In my case, | objected to this
free advertising. I told the dealer I would not accept the car
if it had their name on it. The salesman could not understand
my feelings and asked why [ did not want the dealer’s name
on the car. 1 said that it was free advertising for their
company and | don’t get anything free from your company.

I asked what is it going to do for me? He replied that
their mechanics would recognize it as a car from their sales
office. | asked what that did for me? He had to admit
nothing. He finally got the message, and asked me what it
would take for me to allow the name on the car? [ saw that |
had broken him down, and said, “A free electric clock,”
which amounted to $18.50.

Ray also mentioned that when he was playing golt,
during a tournament, he met a gentleman who knew Louise
Fogarty. Ray remembered her name was now Louise
Malcolm. I well remember Louise, from way back, and
would see her every time | went to Audio Recording, where
she worked for Charley Bennins. As I remember it she and
Mary Bell were the first female engineers with NBC.
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