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Promos

If you watched much of TV this past summer you may
have noticed a lot of promos, early as July, for the fall
season’s shows. With the audience for the Big Four nets
dropping off by 7 percent last season, a little early blood
transfusion was deemed necessary.

TV, with 36 new shows clamoring for viewers, took its
cue from the movie biz which sometimes promos a new
flick 6 months in advance.

The gimmicks: Fox put up murals and kiosks in malls
to promote “Time of Your Life.” NBC distributed CD roms
with clips of new shows in Sunday newspapers. Also, it cut
a deal with Radio Shack to show program clips in the shops.
CBS pitched its shows on American Airlines and distributed
program guides nationally via Target Stores.

“NIMBY”

“Nimby” usually is short for “not-in-my-back-yard,”
but that might be the position “Nightly News” has taken
towards NBC’s most notorious foreign correspondent —
Geraldo Rivera.

Can we call him “Jerry?” Well, when Jerry came over
to CNBC the Company made promises and gave him a title
he coveted. Rivera has gone overseas to such as Kosovo and
China, but his stuff has never appeared on “Nightly.” One
report says Tom Brokaw is not high on Rivera, so his stuff
has appeared on “Today” and MSNBC.

Rivera’s next big personal project is “Sail Into the Next
Century,” and he’ll do that on his 70 foot boat which is
planning to go around the globe and reach the Intermational
Date Line on New Year’s Eve.

You won’t get Guy Lombardo, but you’ll probably get
a “Hello” from the middle of the Pacific at an invisible place
that won’t look much different from a boat in the middle of
the Hudson.

Roseanne
We liked the headline in the Daily News reading
“Roseanne May Be Silenced.” Not possible. But at the time
we wrote this column, 10 of NBC’s 13 stations said they

would not be carrying the show this season because of poor
ratings. The decision will cost NBC $12-mil because she has
a two-year contract for the show.

The Internet

The world ’round knows the guys who thought up
“America On Line,” and similar Intemet engines have made
millions upon millions when they went public with stock
offerings. The latest TV personality to seek a similar fortune
is Lou Dobbs, the CNN financial anchorman, who left the
cable operation to help create Space.com. That Web site
offers news and educational and fictional entertainment
exclusively about Space.

The Web began operation on July 20th, the 30th
anniversary of Neil Armstrong’s first step on the moon. You
can check it out by typing www.space.com.

The venture’s primary investor is Venrock Associates, a
capital firm associated with the Rockefeller family.

Dobbs says inside investors hope to take the company
public. If it is successful, that will make up for the reported
million a year he is no longer receiving from CNN.

Dobbs’ major show at CNN was “Moneyline,” and two
old hands from NBC, Tony Guida and Jack Cafferty — now
both at CNN — were among the people who might replace
Dobbs.

Ratings

Ayem: “Today” racked up its 4th straight year as the
most-watched moming show. “Today” and ABC’s “Good
Moming America” and CBS’ “This Moming” are all up 2%
over a year ago.

Pee-em: Brokaw and Rather both lost 4% while Peter
Jennings was up 2%. However, Jennings’ audience actually
has decreased by 14% since 1996. Prime-time shows are
down 6%.

Late-night: Leno, Letterman, “Nightline,” and
“Politically Incorrect” were down around 8% (combined).
“Tonight” averaged 5,869,000 viewers, down 5%,
“Nightline,” 5,023,000 (unchanged), and “Late Night”
3,471,000, down 11%.

Hi’yah Doc

Did you ask whatever became of Dr. C. Everett Koop,
the guy with the white beard who was once the U.S. Surgeon
General, and always looked the part with the ton of gold
braid on his uniform?

At age 82, the good doctor is now an Internet
millionaire. Koop is an 11% owner of a company known as
Drkoop.com. He founded it in 1997 and when it went public
in June the stock, which opened at $9, closed at $16. Not
bad for a company which only earned $43,000 last year and
lost $9-million.

Despite that accounting, 26-million shares changed
hands on opening day. Koop can’t sell his for 180 days.

How involved is he? Said Koop, “I set the standards.”
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