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Record Crowd at LaMag Luncheon

By Dan Grabel

A dozen guests stood up Sunday, May 23rd at
[LaMagnette restaurant in Manhattan when

PN’S CEO Peter Peterson opened the

speech-making part of the annual luncheon
and asked, “Who is here for the first time?”
They were not alone. More than 200 paid

their way into the lunch meeting which was

warmed by nostalgia. Close inspection

might have revealed a few more wrinkles on

the suntanned, smiling faces.

This was the 12th anniversary of the
NBC alumni organization and, as usual, it
attracted guests from far and wide. Many
really do plan their travels so they can be in
the Big Apple that weekend and again the

guest list reflected that fact: P.A. Ann

Kramer in from Alberquerque, newsman
Doug Davenport up from Cary, North
Carolina, producer Bob Asman and newsman
Sandy Goodman from Washington, producer
Walter Miller in from L.A. with son Paul,
who will direct the Tony Awards which
Walter will produce, and daughter Deborah
who directs the “Rosie O’Donnell show,”
producer Roger Muir down from Wolfeboro,
N.H, stage manager Jim O’Gorman from
Deerfield Beach, FL, engineer Arnold Rand

from Winthrop, Maine, engineer Bob

Juncosa from Arizona, and from New Jersey, audio
engineer Jim Geraghty, announcer Don Pardo, and
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director Bob Rippen.

More? Add engineer Michael Gilligan from Lyme,
NH, director Don Ellis and wife from Cape
Cod, producer Jim Schaeffer from
Burlington, VT, director Peter Fatovich
from Charlestown, RI, electronics wiz Gene
Frisch from Ruckersville, VA, PA Rhoda
. Grady from Noank, CT and from one
unforgettable place name — Willow Street,
PA — announcer Dick Dudley.
; As usual there was an announcers’ table
i (with Dudley, Pardo, Fred Collins, Fred
Facey, and Mel Brandt), the “Today
Show” table with Kramer, director Lilly
Russo, America’s first weather girl, Muriel
MacPherson, and Marie Finnegan. The
writers were represented by Joe Coggins, Mort
Hockstein, Joe Meehan, Sandy Goodman,
Doug Davenport, Ed Gough, news vice
president Bill Wheatley, and myself.
Engineering, advertising, production,
administration, and other groups similarly
collected with their own old buddies.

CEO Peter Peterson greeted the throng and
said that Peacock North’s roster includes 851
NBC veterans, including about 500 who are
still members of the organization. Deaths and
other events have reduced the ranks. Judy

CEQ. Pete Peterson

Bob Asman, lp from DC.

Murray is the latest recruit.
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and started his dash from 6B to 3B. Meanwhile, the crew
gathered at SE, the third venue, and greeted a huffing and
puffing Snyder as he dashed there to leam the show had

been cancelled.
A'Lelia

Some retirees who worked with Chicago local news
may remember reporter/editor A’Lelia Bundles, a staffer in
the 70s and 80s. We came across her name in the Winter 99
issue of City & Suburban Styles, a magazine aimed at the
African-American market in New York. The article told the
story of Madame C.J. Walker, America’s first black
millionairess. She made her pile early in the century
manufacturing cosmetics for black women and built a huge
mansion at Irvington-on-Hudson. A’Lelia is her great-great
granddaughter and has authored a biography, “Madame C.J.
Walker, Entrepreneur.”

People Say the Funniest

An ABC manager, proud that the net had stayed on the
air despite losing the services of 2,000 NABET members
during the strike said, “Cameras are so foolproof these days
any monkey can operate one.”

Willard Scott, commiserating with
ABC’s moming weatherman Spencer
Christian when he was axed after 12
years, says he likes to be the substitute
weather-caller on “Today.” Willard is
still under NBC contract to send
greetings to 100 year old viewers. He
said, “I probably would throw it in as a
bonus and do it for free.” Yeah. Yeah. A
Disney consulting psychologist, explained the background
in the cartoon monolith taking over the sweet music radio
station WQEW, New York, for its own kid programming
network. He said unlike adults, kids don’t divide the media
into radio, TV, books, magazines, etc. “For kids, it is more
“ .oceanic.” It is frightening to think that Disney runs its

 marketing ideas through a developmental psychologist

* ....We were shocked to see an informational at midday on
CBS one day, believing those schlock shows with hired
audiences were relegated to the fringe times. Then, we
discovered, the “Tiffany” net also runs those paid half hour
shows on all 13 of its O&Os to peddle rotisseries and diet
pills in prime time, from 7 to 8 p.m. A CBS voice said “It
was a decision on our part based on situational factors.”
(Meaning: “We need the money.”)

Stars

If Tim Russert, the “Meet the Press” moderator,
completes his contract in the year 2004 he will become the
longest running host of that show. Russert now has seven
years under his belt and viewers of the Sunday moming
show have increased 58 percent since he took over in 1991...
Bryant Gumbel may yet be back right where he started —
on early moming TV, if plans go through to assign him to

Willard Scott

the CBS “This Moming Show.” Gumbel, who gets $4
million a year, even though his “Private Eye” show went
belly up, spends a lot of time on the golf course. The tabs
say he is in a long-drawn-out divorce negotiation... Gumbel
was the best man at Matt Lauer’s wedding and tummed up
arm and arm with a blonde girl friend... Marv Albert
continues to expand his role in the medium. Turner Sports
signed him to do NBA games beginning in April, and later
he’ll do boxing, the 2001 Goodwill Games and football if
the Tumer-NBC football league gets off the ground... That
football league, and the teams, to be owned by Tumer and
NBC, will have individual investors operating the 12
franchises. May 2000 is the kickoff date if this happens...
Remember Gary Coleman the diminutive TV star who
made a splash in “Diffrent Strokes” some years ago? He’s
30 years old now, still tiny at 4 foot 7, and a security guard
in a California mall. He had a run-in with a 205 pound lady
bus driver who wasn’t satisfied with the autograph he
signed... NBC will capitalize on the spill-over audience
from “Today” with a new talk show to
be called “Later Today.” It will be
anchored by Jodi Applegate. Jodi
does the weekend “Today Show,” and
“Today in America” on MSNBC...
Jack Perkins, former DOC producer
at NBC, has been eased out of his
chair as host of “Biography” on the
A&E network by Harry Smith,

7 Jodi Applegate
formerly of CBS. Perkins will have an “ongoing role” with
the show.

Trimming
CBS has reduced its news staff drastically....cutting 132
jobs in the past six months... At ABC its “pack or perish.”
Some 240 execs in the New York office have been ordered
to move to Burbank, to be closer to the main Disney office.
Some 4,500 others will remain in the Big Apple.

GE Biggie Departs

The moral must be, “Don’t Mess with GE’s Jack
Welch.” Gary Wendt, who was the chairman and CEO of
GE Capital Services, no longer has that title. Or a GE job.
Wendt, on the job 12 years, was responsible for 40 pecent
of GE’s profits from things like credit cards and leasing
equipment. Wendt’s area ran 29 businesses and increased
the assets from $24 billion to $300 billion. Steamy, public
divorce proceedings, which ended with Wendt’s ex-spouse
getting $30 mil, probably upset Welch. Not the image to
replace Welch when he departs the top GE spot.

Welch, by the way, did well as chairman and CEO of
GE in 1998 — a gross of $56 million. That was $10 mil in
salary and bonus and $46 mil by exercising stock options.

Foot in Mouth

When Geraldo Rivera challenged his CNBC audience
to provide proof of a criminal prosecution for lying about
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Monkey Point on Guana Island.
The waters here provided fabulous snokeling.

Sailboats at anchor in Marina Cay, Tortola.

N])on, Doug, Sandy’s dallghle} Jill and ;S'anaj: at the Bushwacker.

as the wine. In the rear of the restaurant, Wally, the owner,
was barbecuing the catch of the day. We enjoyed a
wonderful dinner. Then, just before we left, we went to the
beach behind the restaurant and marveled at the star-filled
sky. It was an awe inspiring, standing applause worthy
ending to another incredible day.

Monkey Point at Guana Island is part of the National
Park System. They say that the island got its name because

there is a rock jutting out that resembles an iguana.
Whatever you call it, it was the site of some of the most
fantastic snorkeling | have ever seen. A partial list of fish we
spotted includes redfin needle fish, trumpet fish, small
silversides, reef squirrel fish, fancy basslets, red hind
grouper, horse eye jack, blue runners, bar jacks, yellow tail
snapper, banded butterfly fish, 4-eye butterfly fish, rock
beauty angel fish, damsel fish, purple reef fish, bridles
gobies, blueheads, hogfish, spotlight parrotfish, blue tang,
doctor fish, spotted trunk fish, juvenile hawksbill turtle and
more. When we returmed to the boat, we looked through a
book showing the fish in the area to verify our sightings.
The pictures hardly did justice to the fish in their natural
setting. The coral was larger, more varied and colorful than
the ones we had seen at the Great Barrier Reef in Australia.
The fish prettier than the specimens we had seen in Bora
Bora. It was an underwater aquarium beyond belief. Later,
Doug told us that there had been a barracuda beneath the
boat but he said that they never bother human divers. I was
glad he told us after we had retumed on board.

Have you ever seen a pelican dive into the water for
food? Well, there must have been a hundred of them at Cane
Garden Bay, one of the more beautiful (are we being
redundant?) anchorages in the BVI’s. While we had our
breakfast, we watched the pelicans soar through the air,
hover, and then dive at a ninety degree angle into the water.
They would scoop up a beak full of fish, tilt their heads
down to release the water, then tilt their heads back to enjoy
their catch. Every time they hit the water, we exclaimed
“Yessssss!” We sounded like Marv Albert on instant replay.
Small swallows joined in after the pelicans landed, picking
up little fish that were stunned by the impact. You couldn’t
keep your eyes off this perpetual motion feeding. The tiny
fish (there were millions of them) were between a rock and a
hard place. If they swam at a deeper level, they would be
prey for larger fish. And, when they approached the surface,
they were fair game for the pelicans.

That aftemoon, we set sail for Marina Cay so we could
be close to the airport and an early departure. In the evening
we went ashore to have some Bushwacker drinks and dinner
at a local beachside restaurant. It was a great ending to a
great vacation.

We spent ten days sailing from island to island, sitting
in the different bays enjoying the incredible peace and quiet
of God’s scenery. We moved from place to place when we
wanted, stayed as long as we wanted. This has been the life
that Jill and Doug have enjoyed for the past few years. It’s
the kind of thing you do when you have a great deal of
money and retire. | asked Doug, “What will you do when
you retire?” He shrugged and laughed. “I’m doing it now,”
he said, “Life is good.” | couldn’t argue with that.

We’re home and once again, | have my daily fix of
civilization with television, newspapers and stock market
reports. Normally | end my little tour report with “it was
good to get away and great to get home.” This time,
however, I’m not that sure. Q

Don, ex-NBC director writer producer and Sandy
live in North Caldwel, Newe Jersey:.
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