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Cable

Doesn’t it make you wonder
when you hear Tom Browkaw and
other broadcasters suggest you watch
programs on CNBC or MSNBC? In
the effort to build an audience for
their cable outlets they have to
certainly lose that audience on the
regular broadcast band. Which brings
us to CNBC shaking up its prime time
schedule to compete more
aggressively with CNN, according to
a NYTimes business report. Brian
Williams, who does a 9pm news
show on CNBC, will now add a 10
pm cast on MSNBC. It’s mostly the
same show, with up-dates. CNBC
reportedly has an audience of 36-
million homes while MSNBC gets
through to just 36,000 homes.

On the Scene

Critic Walter Goodman wonders
why the nets have news anchors “don
bush jackets and trek around on
pointless assignments.” Case in point,
Brokaw on the scene of the Timothy
McVeigh trial in Denver for one day,
and not getting much out of the trip
since the judge has clamped the lid on
public comment by the lawyers.
Goodman asks, was the whole
purpose a phony opportunity to run an
advertisement with the anchor on the
scene of a big story?

Creators

We’ve had a correspondence with
a chap who has not been honored for
an innovation that is today one of the
exciting elements of tv sports coverage
— the instant replay. Years ago, when
Court Snell was in charge of TV Field
Ops this engineer prepared a wish list
of 15 items, including tape machines
in the mobile units so that critical
moments could be reviewed swiftly —
instant replay — and also to prepare a
highlights package while a show was
still on the air. His requests landed on
sleepy managers’ desks and went
nowhere. Later, the late Scotty
Connal was credited with the instant

play idea. The other guy? Oh, he’s
Frank Vierling our PN publisher.

Big Bucks

For corporate America’s
executives the big thing these days is
“pay for performance.” The hope
was that this could limit CEO’s

John F. Welch, Jr.

paychecks. So what happened in
1996? Exec income — salary, bonus,
stock options — climbed 19.9 percent
while the average worker’s income
went up 3.3. GE rewarded chairman
John Welch with a package worth
$30 million. That was real
containment. His take home the year
before was $22.5 million. You’d
think he plays for the Chicago Bulls.
But let’s remember, a prosperous GE
is good for retirees. (Now, we know
these numbers are true because
they’ll be in GE’s annual report.)

Seniority List Quiz

In a recent issue we mentioned
names of engineers who were on a
1940s seniority list and director
Joyce Hurley took it upon herself to
comment on some of them. George
Vose, she recalled, was a radio
engineer with a dry wit, and never
made a mistake. Bob Zweck was a
cameraman and she thinks he’s in
Las Vegas these days. Then Joyce

offered up some of her own oldies:
Fitzgerald Smith, a writer with 2 last
names, Jeff Kulliver, Joel Spector,
and Don Washington.

Savitch

Larry Gelbart has reviewed a
book titled “Monster” by John
Gregory Dunne. It is about a
screenwriter’s travail in Hollywood
and one of the episodes describes the 8
year effort by Dunne and spouse Joan
Didion to do a screenplay based on
“Golden Girl,” the biography of
Jessica Savitch. That true story was so
full of outlandish incidents that it
would make most afternoon soap
operas look like Louisa May Alcott’s
“Little Women.” The movie story took
27 re-writes. It switched the Savitch
character from a middle class Jewish
girl from Kennet Square, Pa. to a white
trash broad from Nevada and it ended
up on the screen as “Up Close and
Personal,” a total fiction.

Gabe

The NYPost had an interesting
tid-bit about how Gabe Pressman
hoped to insure the fact that Mayor
Rudy Guiliani didn’t join him at the
President’s table at a New York Press
Club luncheon. Gabe, the group’s new
prexy, and no fan of the Mayor,
invited Guiliani “enemies” Ed Koch
and David Dinkins to sit with him, and
invited WNBC reporter John Miller
(whom Guiliani fired) to emcee the
event.

Anchor! Anchor?!

Chuck Scarborough was the
subject of a kind and laudatory profile
in a May issue of the NYTimes in
which it reminded us that the capable
newscaster has been on the job at
Channel 4 for 23 years! Chuck broke
into broadcasting in 1966 in Biloxi,
Miss. and got to the Big Apple 8 years
later. Fifty-three years old, thrice
married, he has written 3 novels,
admittedly does not write his own

(Continued on next page.)
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personal guests, and next to that the client’s booth. These
were on the same level as the balcony on the Sth floor.

When the NBC Symphony came into being, it was
necessary to construct a low stage, and set up folding studio
chairs (made of aluminum) in the studio area. It must be
remembered that the studio had no incline like a theater. As
time went on, with the popularity of Arturo Toscanini and
the NBC Symphony many changes took place in 8H. The
stage was enlarged and the, control room was moved from
its original place to the stage, so the Director, Don Ellis,
could be close to Arturo Toscanini and the musicians. Bob
Johnston was the only engineer I remember on the
Toscanini broadcasts. I fortunately did several rehearsals,
but never did an air show. However, I was fortunate enough
to be rehearsing the Symphony when a commercial
photographer took my picture at the console. I still treasure
that photo.

Another improvement to studio 8H was the design and
nstallation of a massive resonator, or band shell, around
the orchestra stage. I believe the late George M. Nixon,
NBC’s acoustical engineer, was responsible for it. There
were three 44BX RCA microphones suspended from the
ceiling on a wire trapeze to pick up the music. One went to
NBC radio, I believe it was WEAF, one to Reference
Recording, and the last to the International Network for
South America. In the event of a failure, either of the last
two could be used for WEAF. (Today, that spot on the dial
660 khz. is WFAN). One last item on studio 8H. When the
Symphony started in 8H under Arturo Toscanini, he found
the reflected sound from the many aluminum seats, without
people sitting in them, objectionable, so NBC removed
them and brought in double-folding wooden seats. These
were not acceptable either, and then NBC brought in
double-folding upholstered wooden seats. This met with
Toscanini’s approval.

The first broadcast of the NBC Symphony under
Toscanini was a major event, so much so, that the,
programs for the evening were printed on blue silk cloth
with gold woven letters. This was done so the rustle of
paper programs would not disturb Toscanini. These became
awonderful memento to everyone attending the first
performance. I had one for many years, until I made a
present of it to my daughter-in-law, who is an opera talent.
I might also add that after the first show, NBC discontinued

the expensive cloth programs and replaced them with
programs printed on blotter paper.
Note: The above is a reprint of a column from several
years ago.

Currently, Ken writes:

Thinking of Friday the 13th, 1934 — It was sixty-three
years ago that I was hired by NBC.

I was brought down to George McElrath’s offices to
be approved by him to start in the engineering department.
As I waited outside the offices of George McElrath and
O.B. Hanson, the Chief Engineer, I remember seeing the
young clerk for McElrath and O.B. Hanson, sitting at a
desk and thinking how lucky he was to be working for
NBC. The clerk was Phil Falcone, who later became a
studio engineer, and eventually one of the best, if not the
best audio engineer at NBC New York.

I remember the names of the president of NBC at that
time, and believe it was Merlin Aylesworth followed by
Major Lenox Lohr, and of course, then by Niles Trammel.
A lot of water has flowed over the dam, or under the
bridge since then....

A SHORT HUMOROUS REMEMBRANCE

While working on a local show in Studio 3A some
years ago, with Gene Shalit, a friend ,or viewer, sent in a
large ventriloquist dummy made up to be a likeness of
Gene Shalit.

During the rehearsal, the dummy was seated on
Gene’s lap and he began talking to it. The boom operator
held the boom mike over Gene to pick up the audio. As the
TD, I decided to instruct the boom operator by way of the
studio loudspeaker so that everyone in the studio could
hear it, especially Gene. I realized there was the possibility,
he could be offended, but I knew him very well and
decided to take that chance.

I called to the boom operator, “Boom operator, you
are doing a great job, but you have the boom mike over
THE WRONG DUMMY .” Thank goodness, Gene broke
out into laughter. I had always enjoyed his movie and TV
reviews, and now even more so since I witnessed his
reaction to /my humor. Q

Ken and Jaye Arber live in
Boynton Beach, Florida.

Editor note:

The first Toscanini TV broadcasts from 8H were done
by the TV Field crew. Our equipment was set up just
behind the studio audience in a storage room located
below the balcony. Jim Davis was the video man, | did the
tv audio (the orchestra’s audio feed came from the radio
control room). The late Stoddard Dentz was the TD. |
remember marveling at the precise timing of the camera
switches, as each scene captured the appropriate
orchestra section or solo instrument. And | remember that

fabulous head-on cameo picture of Toscanini from the
concealed camera behind the orchestra. As a classical
music enthusiast, it was a thrill to be assigned to that
concert.

Many years later | was the TV audio man at Carnegie
Hall when Toscanini suffered a mild stroke during the
performance. There was a short change in the music
tempo until the musicians realized what had happened.
They picked up the tempo and the concert went on.

Frank Vierling
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A PICTURE FROM OUR ARCHIVES. . ... ..

NBC’s Golden Age of Drama —

Cyrano, starring José Ferrer, Christopher Plummer, and Claire Bloom.

Peacock North
30 Ann Arbor Place
Closter, N) 07624

First Class Mail

HAYVE £ GOODY SUNNER,
SEE YOU Iy THE FALL.
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