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took a quarter page ad in the
Washington Post to reply and listed
Shales’ comments about other tv
shows - to wit, ABC Nightline -
“non-news, a sugary substitute,”
“20/20” - “tawdry,” CBS’ “48
Hours” - “ just doesn’t work.” NBC
went on to say they were happy to
be in such good company. Well, it
just may be that a lot of people
think Shales has described those
programs accurately and maybe
that’s not good company for
“Dateline.” He’s a critic, maybe his
standards are too high. On the other
hand, those shows have remained
on the air for quite a while so
someone is watching. Watching or
not, that does not mean they are
great pieces of television. It merely
means some folks are watching.
Hey, if we all demanded quality old
time radio might be stronger than
ever. Let’s hear it for Lum and
Abner and Fibber MaGee.

Sy Pearlman, the Today show
writer, is still on the job but his
stories about adventures away from
30 Rock seem to be more
interesting than the day to day
excitement of being part of an
important tv production.

With some 30 years at NBC he
enjoys a long vacation and
generally spends his time along
with his spouse in Europe. That’s
not too unusual. But Sy tours
Europe in an old Mercedes, which
he garages there while he’s here.
One time his adventures were
going to end in Finland, so he
checked with retired NBC
newsman Henrik Krogius, a Finn,
who [ believe is now editing a
paper in Brooklyn. Sy asked,
“Where can I park my car?”
Krogius has a cousin living just
outside Helsinki on a farm, so that

year Sy parked it there in a barn.
Currently, it is somewhere in Paris,
awaiting the Pearlman’s return.

We had no room to comment on
the following in our last issue, and
since it is undated! we put it here.
Attending Tom Pettit’s memorial
service in 8H in January, we were
struck by a huge room full of aging
NBC veterans, including ourselves.
It has been 41 years since we
switched from the Daily News and
WPIX at the invitation of Today
show producer Jerry Green, so
we’ve met and worked with a lot of
tv people in the following 4
decades. Add WPIX and its 5
decades.

Yes, that day in January we
were all grayer, whiter, or balding.
Stooped, shrunken, perhaps a bit
saddened. But it was a warm
feeling. We saw familiar faces, but
could not utter their names. Maybe
a first name, maybe a last name,
maybe no name. But we knew the
faces well. I was busy snapping
photos, so you’ve seen some of
them in the pages of the Winter 96
PN newsletter.

Among those names we recall
at the memorial — a fraction of the
total 250 — were: Shad
Northshield, Scotty Williston,
Gordon Manning, Ken Donohue,
Harry Griggs, Walter Millis, Joe
Dicso, Joel Spector, Tim Russett,
Christy Basham, Bob Mullen,
Norman Cook, Howard Reig, Al
Robbins, Gene and Judy Farinet,
Tom Wolzein, Avrom Zaritzky,
Ed Bowers, Beryl Pfizer, Robert
Buzzell, Rick Davis, Bill
Wheatley, Lucy Jarvis, Joan
Gifford, Tom Brokaw, John
Chancellor, Dave Schmerler, Ken
Bauer, Bernie Braun, Gabe
Pressman, Sy Pearlman, Bill

Theododre, Joe DeCola, Charlie
Kistner, Otto Pfeiffer, Connie
Chung, Gloria Clyne, and Bambi
Tascarella, who arranged the event.

Bryant Gumble’s announced
departure from Today becomes
more and more apparent when you
read the HBO ads for his current
10pm sports show. He won’t return
to full-time play-by-play sports
broadcasting, but presumably will
do the feature style sports show.

Fifty-six year old Tom Brokaw,
who quietly marked his 30th year
with NBC in April, has signed a
book deal with Random House to
write about America as it enters the
21st century.

His NBC contract is up in
August. Any idea of retiring? Tom
said if he quit the news business
he’d “raise a ponytail, get a big
bike, and head out to Montana.”
Home, of course, is Minot, North
Dakota.

As we’ve written once before,
the 21st century really really, will
begin — not in 2000 - but five years
from now, January Ist in the year
2001. We have that on the authority
of Ed Newman and our own
encyclopedia. Please, please,
research this and let us know if
we’re wrong.

We’re happy to be on the
sidelines nowadays when tv union
and management get into
negotiations at contract time. But
we were surprised to see that Mona
Mangan the executive director of
the Writers Guild of America was
drawing a pay check of $280,000.
Peanuts to GE and other corporate
biggies (we understand Jack Welsh
got 20 million last year. Among
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I read that Harry Coyle

died in lowa of a heart attack.
Harry spent more than half of his
74 years as a sports director and is
credited with developing TV
baseball coverage as we know it
today. I have spent more Saturday
afternoons working with Harry on
the Game of the Week than I’d
like to admit, and his death has
triggered a lot of recollections of
TV baseball.

Harry came to NBC in the fall
of 1955 from the DuMont
Network as a sports director. He
worked most of the college
football we covered that year - in
black & white. NBC had just built
the first color TV mobile unit that
was not able to be as mobile as
units are today, but we did televise
four college football games, the
World Series and the Rose Bowl
in color.

Before our first

game with Harry
’% at Georgia Tech in
4 Atlanta, the crew
i had an
introductory

// session with him,

where he told us

'how he was going

to do things and of some of the
things that he hoped to
accomplish. We didn’t know
exactly how to take him at the
time, but we all agreed on one
thing — “Harry will never last out
the season in high pressure
network sports!”

In a way, he was rather a
strange guy. As Mike Weisman,
former executive producer of NBC

AN ENGINEER’S
REFLECTIONS

By Jim Sunder

Sports, said, “He was far from the
stereotype of a TV director. When
we were on the road, he’d eat at
McDonald’s, wearing polyester
slacks, a golf shirt and a
windbreaker.” He was always
likable, but almost a loner, didn’t
mix much with the crew, and
never had the glitz and pizzazz
that went with big time TV
Sports, the pre-game parties, and
other activities that most directors
reveled in.

He had a lot of ideas that we
didn’t always like or didn’t
understand at the time. In spite of
his success, there were times
when we weren’t sure that he
even had the confidence in
himself that he was worthy of.
Still, baseball coverage got better
and better. In the late 80s when
we worked with Garagiola,
Scully, Kubeck and Costas, I
think TV baseball was as good as
it ever will be.

Part of his success at the start
was because NBC gave him their
best cameramen and technicians.
He worked with them very well.
He seldom became rattled and
developed a system to cover

L

almost any emergency, from losing
his No. 1 home plate camera to
having his broadcaster choke up
and say the wrong thing or nothing
at all. In the early days he often had
to work the smaller markets such as
Cleveland or Houston, where the
local station could only furnish part
time cameramen whose regular job
was secretary or stock clerk. His
system of coverage was almost
failsafe and I can still hear him
calling, “Procedure, gentlemen,
procedure!” when the going got
rough.

Itis a long
time since
1955. NBC
has gone from
the top of the
heap to the
bottom and
back up again. Dolly pushers have
become technical directors and
executives. Vice presidents and
even presidents of the company
have come and gone. NBC now is a
small part of General Electric.

I sometimes think Harry got the
last laugh on all of us. While all
these changes had been taking
place, and contrary to the Peter
Principle, where a worker finally
moves up the ladder to a job he
can’t handle, Harry just kept
showing up at the mobile unit on
Saturday afternoons for 40 years
giving us great baseball. O

Jim Sunder was a pioneer color
videoman from the start of NBC''s
colorcasts in studio and with the
mobile units in the field. Jim is
retired and lives with his wife,

Florence, in New York City.
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A PICTURE FROM OUR ARCHIVES. . ... . .

A rare pair — David Samoff and Guglielmo Marconi visited the RCA Communications transmitting center

at Rocky Point, Long Island, New York, in 1933. (Photo courtesy of PNer Don Gogarty)
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