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Tom Brokaw has made another tour of the

White House, this time with the Clintons for a
special called, "A Day At the White House." Bill
Wheatley was exec. producer. In the past NBC has
done similar tours with Nixon, Carter, Reagan and
Bush.

Tom's wife Meredith got an award from the
CORO organization which trains young people to
become community leaders. She has contributed her
efforts to CORO for the past decade.

Ross Perot helped fatten the NBC coffers
when he paid $500,000 to express his opinions for
half an hour during March. The show included a
pitch, asking viewers to each send in $15.

Would you believe there were fewer
commercials on TV during prime time, daytime,
during evening news, late news and even weekend
sports? Arbitron's study for the Network Television
Association found that there was a 16 sec/hr drop in
advertising in the prime-time hour and a 73 sec's/hr
drop in between programs.

Larry Grossman, an ex-NBC News
president and now the president of the Public
Broadcasting System, is working on a new cable
network that is described as an "upscale C-SPAN."

Bob Goldwater, an NBC alumnus, now a
freelancer is writing a Lifestyles Bridge column for
the Gannett newspaper chain.

A federal judge has backed the FCC in its
action against foul-mouthed broadcaster Howard
Stern who figured there were no limits on his
freedom of speech. The FCC, which prohibits
"indecent" broadcasts during the hours of 6am to
8pm, fined Stern $606,000. Greater Media, Inc.,

which broadcasts Stern's show in L.A. was fined
$105,000. Despite the language, Stern's show is the
top rated morning radio fare in both N.Y. and L A.

And this issue's Al Roker story: "I love ties
and own about 100 of them. I eat a lot and my tie
gets in the way sometimes. Eventually I run hot
water through them and can make soup."

HiH#H#H

The "old" NBC used to keep news
employees informed with Reuven Frank's true
rumor mill material on the Basys computers.
Developments in the department were announced
and clarified in this informal, official manner. The
GE version is an Employee Teleconference such as
the one held in late February. One hundred senior
managers from all over the company had met for 3
days in Crotonville, New York to discuss issues that
affect NBC now and are expected to affect it in the
future. Following the seminar, Bob Wright and a
panel of people who attended Crotonville informed
the masses about the meeting.

The NY Post's Page Six carried an NBC item
we have not previously reported. Seems that Peter
Leone, managing editor at News 4, is entitled, he
says, to use a company car on the weekends. He
unknowingly borrowed one that contained
cameraman's gear for an EJ man who was due to
go out on assignment at 7am on a Monday Morning.
Leone brought the car back after 7am, so as you can
expect, there was a bru-ha-ha.

Earlier in the column we reported David
Diaz's departure because of a refusal to do a story
on gays. Another source tells us Diaz left after
being asked to do a sweeps week story on "priests
who have sex."

If you visit 30 Rock you'll find some physical
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changes, with WNBC moving to new quarters on
the sixth and seventh floors, including graphics and a
new master control behind the old Studio 6B. You
need a special ID card that you put into an electronic
card reader. Adding a bit of pizazz is an Employee
lounge.

WNBC reporter Krista Bradford on tv's
tabloid shows (and she has worked on "A Current
Affair," "Now it Can be Told," etc): "Tabloid shows
are like hot dogs. If you knew what went into them
you wouldn't consume them!"

The networks have agreed to soften the
violence seen on tv. This came following Senator
Paul Simon's Washington hearing on the TV
Violence Act, which grants the industry an antitrust
exemption if they take some of the blood and gore
out of the fare. There will be an industry-wide
conference in L.A. this summer as a follow-up.
There's nothing like a good Washington threat to
clamp down a lid. But we still expect the usual
mayhem programs will be schools for crime,
teaching viewers a variety of methods to do away
with enemies. How much intellectual fodder can the
nets feed out and expect to hold the interest of the
general low 1Q audience?

Five years in the writing, Steve Friedman's
book "Station Break," was published in late March.
It was co-authored by Rosemary Ford, a book
editor who is now in the banking business. They
had an autograph session at Barnes & Noble and the
usual modest Steve said, "Everybody who works for
me should show up and buy a copy." $19.95. It's
about a local station tv newswoman and its

characters are based on folks in the business, so

Steve should be making a lot more friends. About
the suggestion that he write his biography, Steve
said, "If I tell the truth, I won't have any friends left.
If I don't tell the truth, I'm cheating the readers!"
The Washinzton Beat: Congressional

correspondent Lisa Myers and White House
correspondent Jim Miklaszewski have signed
"multi-year" contract...Wendy Wilkinson, who
was a producer assigned to the White House, is now
National news director....And on the New York
news beat: John Stack gets upped from foreign
assignment Editor to Director.....Clare Duffy goes
from "acting" weekend news manager to the
possession of that title with full status.....Don

Snyder, "Today's" evening news producer for the
past eons, becomes evening news manager. The
announcements came from David Verdi, the
executive news director. Mike Clancy, who had
been co-producer of Saturday/Sunday "Today" was
promoted to executive producer.....and David Page,
Clancy's co-producer, has departed the network.

Money is so tight at WNBC that three on-air
personalities, Chuck Scarborough, Sue Simmons
and Dawn Fratangelo have chipped in to hire a
secretary. There's a story around that management
gave the secretary some work and Scarborough
billed the station at $47 an hour!

A curious innovation at NBC is a Jerold box
channel on which employees can dial up
uninterrupted music 24 hours a day, company and
industry news, and special promos at Sam Goody
music stores It's called ETC.

(Editor's Note: As always, we are indebted
to newsman Roy J. Silver for his newspaper
clipping file which provides us with bags of news
stories on NBC and the tv world.)
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timers. Ken had delayed his trek
tnorth unrtil the temperature
lowered in N.J.

I too get on the air once in a
while, hear all the gang excaept
those in the local area_ for the
signals on 20 meters are for longer
distances) My recent kilowatt final
addition helps get my signals
around the world quite well. Even
talked to a Latvian recently.
Haven't heard any Estonians since
the independence. Home projects
have accrued,-but someday a
better antenna is in order.I do
manage to hear _Bob Higgins

in Manahawken in New Jersey and
John Rice who was loud from
Fla, but much lower from my own
state. Also heard Jobn Lough
the other day from Cape Cod.

My _new home (3rd year) still has a
lot to be done, so a lot of muscles
that have had a rest for a while,
are getting used. Been working
out the frustrations of the
computer and the bugs in the brain
trying to get "Windows" , a larger
hard drive, and a newly installed
Dr. Dos, which finally made
Windows and the hard drive
work..(This issue is being done on
Windows, without any cutting and
pasting, except for the photos)...
Also I am finding time for looking
into ways to keep the body
functioning up to par. ...... Worked
with Bill Klages (lighting
director) and Walter C. Miller,
sitting in on a Tony Awards seg.
Walter as usual did a great job
directing this years Awards. He
specializes in those long live
extravaganzas. Walter attended
the La Maganette bash, and you
could see tears of joy being held

back as he hugged some of his old
time buddies.Glad you came
Rosie...

Stewart MacGregory
was sqwooshed in his auto
recently, causing much trauma.
He, however has recovered to the
same Stu that I used to know, full
of P__ & V___ ,butoneofthe
fingers on the left hand can't close
properly. Nice to see you and
Bette again Stu. I'll always
remember those 3am rides home
from Brooklyn, especially the

night on Van Wyck Pkwy, when it
was raining so hard we couldn't
see anything, we pulled over to
wait, then after a while realized we
were like a sitting duck, parked on
the side waiting to be robbed. So,
of course, away we went feeling
our way..

Ted Nathanson apologizes for
missing the Bash, due to his home
in Connecticut being damaged by
the storm. Is still freelancing,
commercials and consulting on
"League of Their Own", and wants
to report that Madonna did not
use a double in her head-first slide
into 2nd Base in the movie! She
belly flopped five times before she
got it right! Also Ted spends some
time in NY public Schools helping
kids to read. He loves children,
he now has four grandchildren
with two more on the way.

Scotty Connal

Speaking of sports,
Scofty Connal put a freelance
pkg. together with names you all
know. Producer- George
Finkel, Director -Ted
Nathanson -
Exec. Producer - Scotty Connal
It's the 4th year - Pre season
Cleveland Browns Pkg.

Look for People 4.
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Florence & Jim Sunder sent
me a delightful video of their trip
to Venice encountering delightful
weather. I hope they enjoyed it as
much as I did!

[Thank goodness you all have
written so much on the yellow
sheets Dan passed around. I didn't
have a chance to talk to all of you
at LaMag, but now the yellow
pages are filling me in. Thanks for

taking the time to write it down!]

Florence Sunder

Jim Sunder

Charles Licameli
(Mgr. Broadcast Standards,
WNBC-TV) Does volunteer work
delivering Meals-On-Wheels and

recording for the blind. Being
retired, he has become quite a
handyman and gardner. Also still

dabbles in freelance writing.

Rose DeRenzis
-is keeping busy doing volunteer
work at Whitney Museum and at

the Mayor's Office during the

Conference of Mayors in NYC in

June

=
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Audrey Marshall

Audrey and Jack Marshall
attenden a Chinese brunch in Feb.
hosted by Dick Dudley for a group
of former announcers, and Don
Pardo and Mrs. P... Don still is in
8H on Sat Nite Live.. They all had
a wonderful time. Audrey wrote
an article for "Bird Talk" magazine
about her six birds in four
apartments. Also she participates
in all anti-fur demonstrations with

friends of animals.

Sorry Mel Brandt., she says! ...

A

59 4o

Jack Marshall
Look for People o.
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LADIES DAY AT NBC
by Dan Grabel

marked its  first
obsewvance of 'Take Our
Daughters to Work Day' on April
28. NBC was
corporations that welcomed the
15, to
obsenve the work their parents do

America

one of the

youngsters, aged 9 to

in the broadcasting business.

The occasion, which will be
an annual event, was organized
by the Ms Foundation (the
women'’s interest magazine), to
increase self-esteem in young
ladies by introducing them to the
work place and encouraging
them to think about their own
future careers. NBC played host in
New York, Chicago, Miami,
Washington and Denver.
Burbank did not patticipate
because the station was busy
with the fall program
presentations.

lln New York, Jodi Cohen,
manager of €émployee
Communications, ran the day-long
program which attracted 175
youngsters, each of whom had a
sponsor at NBC. They gathered in
the Donohue studio for two
questions-and-answer sessions.

The first was hosted by Jane
Pauley, the second by Katie
Couric. Next it was on the
Saturday Night Live studio for
lunch with their sponsors. In the
afternoon it was a career panel
discussion with women who work
behind the scenes in corporate
jobs, production jobs, and the law
department, featuring assistant
news director from WNBC; Paula
Walker, producer from the Today
Show; Rllison Davis, Judy Smith,
new senior UP of Corporate
Communications; Marilyn Rltman,
a TD; Kim Grabouuski, coordinator
from Corporate Communications;
and Pat Llaner, UP of €mployment
low. Judi Cohen acted as
moderator. What was planned
as a one-hour session continued
on for an additional hour, said
Jodi, because the kids were
obviously so well-prepared with
questions that they kept the
panelists busy. The most
interesting question the kids
asked woas "Did anyone ever tell
you can't handle the job?' Katie
Couri¢, said when she was at NN,
she was harassed because some
said she looked too young to be
on the air. Altman, who worked
in an all-male engineering
atmosphere, said at first it was
daunting because "'no one was
in her corner," but she overcame
it. They also asked the panelists
about their own role models.
finally, the qils were divided

into groups and went on tours of
the fadility. In the end they were
all given a company “goodie
bag" that induded the company
newsletter, artides on women in
the work force and some NBC
souvenirs.

Rround the nation, mothers
and dads who work as
motormen on railroad trains,
accountants in banks, and
engineers in broadcast ops
brought the pre-teens and teens
to the work place. It was well-
promoted in Manhattan, and in
one school, all but a handful of
gifls were out of class. There were
inquiring young qirs at the White
House (excluding |3 year old
(helsea Clinton, who said she was
well aware of what her parents
did on the job), and in the halls of
Congress. At Lilco, the long
Island utility, 700 daughters
showed up. €lsewhere in the
nation, it appears, it may take a
little more publicity to make the
public aware of the occasion.

Some child care experts asked
why boys had to be exduded.
They said, boys could benefit forr
the excursion as well as gids, and
that the event should be called
"Take Your Child to Work Day'".
They overooked the fact that the
Ms. Foundation promotes
women'’s fights, not men's.



































