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TO SPEAK AT
peacock north's

DECEMBER BRUNCH .

The man with all the answers about
future insurance coverage for NBC
retirees uwill be the GUEST SPEARKER at the
Sunday Dec 11 th Peacock North Brunch at
the Ramada Inn, Clifton, New Jersey. He is
BARRY BUSCH, Consultant-Insurance Plans
to G.E... and Peacock North Treasurer
Pete Peterson has snagged Busch for this
occasion. Busch's appearance will malkke this
the most important g@athering of PN since
its inception in August 1987. Busch's talk,

" RCA Plan for Health for retirees -

Current Operations and Future
Expectations”, will cover the official word
on the vital changes in benefits.

The Brunch uwill be the second major
gathering of PN this year. The 1st was a
very successful get—together at the
Crown Plaza in White Plains, N.Y. in May.
Nearly 200 members and guests showed up
for the May event and at least that many
are expected Dec 11th at Clifton, N.J.

The scrumptious repast uwill begin at
11:30 am and run till about 4 pm.
Cost - 8 25_and well worth it since it's

1. a chance to hear Mr Busch

2. an opportunity to meet old chums

3. to enjoy an excellent brunch at the
site of our successful gathering in Dec.
1987. TRAUVEL DIRECTIONS to the Ramada inn

will be included in your invitation in a
<eoarate mailing

KOREQ OLYMPICS

EY HILIP F. FQLCONE
cnglnccr nﬁ retirees
u.r. par etuwork's
team in Seoul For as much as 6
weeaks durung tl%% Olympu:éf or,
hour flish

gome was a

hil ﬁ'alconc W involved in th.

setup of the facilities and then

~.iorked as an audio engcineer
during the Games.)

A memorable assignment with varyung 8
long hours, but enjovable and time to
socialize. !'fornlngs greeted by charming
Korean Sirls in colorful natlv. costumes

ho helped srve hearty breakfasts at the

ﬁ'mmc Press site cafeteaeria in Olympic

age — our home from Sapt. 1 to Oct 4.

( Spent pPreceding week - cont'd on pge 9 0

PLQN f‘or HEHLTH DETAILS
filter out

The mystery and rumors about a

change in the RCA (NBC)> Plan for Health
for retirees come January 1, 1989, are
still a mystery, but some details of the
GE/RCA tentative agreement with the IUE

( International Union of Electrical Workers)
is our best clue at this time to the offer
that may be made to RCA/NBC retirees.

For the IUE retirees nouw covered by
RCA, costs under GE will go up and new
options, still not detailed except for their
names, will be available.

Percentage—use, the increase for
those under Medicare will be about 18 %
and those under Pre—fledicare coverage
will be boosted 42 % . In doNar figures it's
$ 68.50 and $ S.00 more per month,
respectively.

According to the information we
received in late September, here is how IUE
members will ante up the higher monthly
pPremiums :

¥ Retirees covered by medicare will pay
the $ 42 per month, up from $ 33.50 and

this "reflects a substantial increase Iin

the Plan's cost during the past 2 vears'.
Participants contribution will continue to
be adjusted annually.

X Pre—Medicare participants uwill pay $ 17
Pper month, up from $ 12. GE says " this
reflects substantial increases in the
Plan's cost during the past 3 vears and
reflects a reasonable level of cost
sharing”. (Editor= Cost sharing is a phrase
we may have to get used to under new
management direction >

There uwill also be a period of open
enroliment for GE benefits, which were not
further detailed in the memo we have, but
pesumably will be sent to plan members by
the Company.

"Based on expected future increases in
the retiree's cost for coverage under
the Plan for Health-/Medicare, participants
in the Plan will be given a one month window
during which they may enroll for coverage
under the GE Medical Care Plan for
Pensioners and GE Prescription Drug Plan
at no cost to the retiree. more ON pPae 2












During the Olympics broadcast, we
suddenly saw a black and white interview
PopPp up on the screen with Dick UValeriani,
the veteran network correspondent,
speaking with a financial expert. Turned
out, it was a commercial for Shearson-
Lehman, so we presume Dick is another
sudden retiree from NBC. Smart move by
the ad agency ; familiar face,
authoratative....hence impact.

¥ X X X X

For 25 vears the network news looked
douwn its nose at the news offerings from
London's Visnews operation. Now, in a
turnabout, or maybe the health of the
bottom line, the net's overseas operation
has been trimmed and visnews is described
as as important source of news material .

= N BC's
— 25 Year Club
Date Set

The word from
Ariane Mautner, the lady
who handles the annual 25
yvear club gathering at the
Plaza Hotel, is that the
v date for 1888 is Thursday

DDec. 8th. {(We presume the
usual invitations will be in the mail
eventually.)... The annual induction of new
members into the 25,30,35 and 40 vear
groups is always a well attended event
and a great occasion to see old faces, so
we're all happy to see the occasion
preserved by G E. However, we heard from
one wag comment, " How many of the
present crowd will last out for 25 yvears?"

What’s in a name Dept ?

What with Rockefeller Center area being
oficially declared a landmark area, we
wonder how that will affect the renaming
of the RCA Bldg 7 Mavybe we can stem the
tide. Remember when Roosevelt Island was
called Welfare Island 7 And Liberty Island,
home of the Statue,uwas Bedloe's Island?

Finally, there was actually a printed
petition circulated around 30 Rock and
addressed to the NYC Landmark
Preservation Commission to preserve its
original name. Employees of all companies
were invited to mail them in .

One thought flashed throush my mind
after | read two news stories recentiy,
"The age of excellence, where has it
gone?"

Item : N ¥ Times magazine, quoting
executive producer Michael Linder of the
Fox TU show, " America's Most Wanted",
which focuses on sex and brutal crimes in
melodramatic recreations, and which he
calls " New Journalism... " our fim people
are all freelancers... regular news
cameramen don't know how to work for the
dramatic elements we require. "

Eight minute segments costs as little
as § 15,000. One 30 year old segment
producer said, " we get away with a lot
because the interviewees think we're
students."”

Times writer Frank J. Prial lumps "Most
Wanted" with "Current Affair", Morton
Downey Jr. & Geraldo Rivera as examples
of the new " Tabloid Television. "

Item : Federal probers report the
causes of a Continental flight which killed
28 in Denver last vear :

1. Captain failed to de=ice his wings

2. Inexperienced co—-pilot was at the
controls during takeoff iNn a snowstorm.
3. Co pilot had failed a flight exam three
times and had been fired by another
airline . . .schlock. well, | dont watch Fox
TV , and | don't fly Continental.

Trivia Answer

The musical notes G, E, C, in
that sequence, were selected
in 1927—-— about a vear after
the network was established-
-because they make a
distinctive, melodious combination. But little
known, is that 10 vyears later a fourth
note was added, to be used as a confi—
dential alert to news—people, announcers
and engineers. The fourth note was seldom
used, but it was sounded to alert the
staff to the dirigible Hindenburg exploding
at Lakehurst, N.J. in 1837... to the
infamous attack on Pearl Harbor in 1841 __
and to the D-Day attack on Normandy,
France 1844. All four chimes have not been
used since 18944._. Since GE was a founder
of RCA, notice the 1st letters -

General Electric Company -~ Thus the
sequence - NBC chimes. Could be !


















