























Pge 9.

No it’s ot os card: It is real - the skyline of of a very modern city in th

e

e Orient,

HONG KONG, with yours truly in the f.g., AND a typhoon racing toward us. We left Two days

later, and the typhoon veered off.

"Lei Ho Wa" Chinese equivalent of How are You?.
Lei = you; Ho = good; Wa = signifies a question

mark: One Ho is good, Ho Ho is more good and Ho H 9

Hois real good ! Wonder what "Ding Ho" meant ?
Very much in the news, is China’s take-over in 1997.
A Hong Kong billionaire (builder of the building
that looks like a lit cigarette standing on end)

started financing a super highway from China to H.K
with his own money while trying to get a Swiss
group’s to finance it. He managed to get two lanes
built, then the events at Tianamin Sq. caused
everyone to drop any thought of financing. Finally a
year later he did manage to find financial i

acyo 'tﬁe ;

brutal attack had died down.

As I stood on a hill in "The New Territories"
section of H.K., you could see massive building
going on in China of the Highway and bridge.
Currently there is an old road into China. It’s
closed after 5 pm. Many truck drivers in line at
closing time, wait all night in line until the road
re-opens in the morning.

Many business people are moving offices to Macau
(Portuguese). Many are apprehensive. They fear that
their jobs will be replaced by the Chinese who work
at a much cheaper rate, even tho China has agreed
that nothing will change for 45 years.

Many residents are refugees from the recent
turmoils of the surrounding countries, some living
on boats unable to get into gov ’t housing. (some
crowding the anchorages with barges, junks -all
kinds of craft, at the prestigious Hong Kong Yacht
Club, frequented by Prince Charles). These boat
people fear having again to find a place to live.

We boated through this harbour, [surrounded by
fancy new high rise apartment buildings] and my
heart goes out to them, living under those
conditions; many never going ashore at all.

Hong Kong itself looks very up to date. You could
see many examples of this. They have their own
version of the "Lincoln Tunnel " which connects the
Fowloon part of H.K. with the main Hong Kong Island
jammed with traffic just as in N.Y.C. Electronic
controls for the TV/ air-conditioning/ lights in
your room/ modern air conditioned subway system/
very clean tho/ a clicking sound system on the
traffic lights system so blind pedestrians can tell
when to cross as in Sweden/ all new taxi cabs with

radios and electronic digital readouts. If a cab or
auto doesn’t pass inspection, it is junked.

As in most Oriental cities, (although Singapore
has TV ads to promote having children), H.K.’s very
populous. Government high-rises are everywhere, but
6-8 persons live in a single room in many cases if
they were fortunate in obtaining an apt..

Food-wise, it was very expensive. We were
cautioned in eating Chinese food, for they didn’t
think our stomachs could take it, and bottled water
was suggested.

Our one glimpse of China’s mainland took us from

-at7 am to a hydrofoil, which skimmed rather

apidly'to a own called She Kou { pronounced shay
koo }. Enroute we zig zagged through a very large
and loaded Hong Kong harbor, with many ships from
all over being unloaded and loaded. I thought we
were travelling quite fast, when, as we neared
China, a huge new gleaming white Chinese hydrofoil
zoomed past us like we were standing still. Very
impressive !

After immigration etc. we were introduced to our
"Chinese Tour Director” - our own was not allowed to
continue. He looked like Leon Dobbin and spoke
English like a U.S. native. Name was "Jack", lived
and schooled in San Francisco... Yes, trapped in our
bus with a propaganda machine, trying to impress
upon us that China was a wonderful democratic place
that the people had much freedom etc; yet a Swiss
financier wasn’t allowed to read his Hong Kong
newspaper while on tour.. Temperature outside, 95
plus.

She Kou town was started 5 years ago from total
scratch. Today they have high-rises, an
international airport under construction, a museum,
NO churches Jack said because no one wanted any.
Those who left Northern China to live and work here

in She Kou, I gathered, received some incentives for
moving into the sticks to live and work. As "Jack"
droned on, we wended our way through dusty roads,
highways under constructions, hordes of people,
traffic jams, farmlands full of growing produce, (
Much of the fruits and veggies, Peking Ducks, and
pork found in Hong Kong comes daily from China.) I
have a foto of a man with a pig’s carcass draped
over the rear wheel of his motorcycle, racing
through clouds of highway dust, delivering it
probably to an unrefrigerated outdoor sidewalk meat

A SI]M’ Crient

market. (which was typical)

We lunched at a special dining room at the main
Hotel in Guang something. A bit leery to go hog
wild, I ate carefully at first, but the food seemed
like that served in "Ding Ho’s", we all ate lots.

Wasn’t too keen on getting sick then taking a 14 hr
flight (to San Fran), then immediately going to
Montreal for a week, for "Just for Laughs" live TV
Special on Showtime... Didn’t get sick!

In Canton (Guangzhou now,) our propaganda drone
that Canton was originally founded by dissidents,
gangsters, misfits sent there; for it was way South
*I far away from Peking. [couldn’t we send our
convicted killers somewhere like that?] they
explained the Cantonese always were an independent
sort, never agreeing with the central government,
| and having ways of their own. Everyone applauded.
| One highlight was stopping at the zoo to see their
{ famous panda. The temp was ab’t 98. As we
approached the dirty Panda, it curled up snoozed,
then never moved almost totally hidden from view...

Seeing the large theater which was a memorial to
Dr. Sun Yat Sen, (founder of the modern China) with
his statue in front brought my high school history
class to life. I was surprised that the Mau gov’t
had let it stand.

We stopped at the New China Hotel in Canton for a
much needed rest stop. This indeed looked like a
very modern Hyatt Hotel. It was built using "venture
capitol", which they are desperately trying to
entice. Even bought some tasty pastry to munch on.

Driving or walking thru the streets, it felt like
Times Square on New Years Eve. People everywhere.
No wonder they have a 1 child per family rule. (But
even this rule has exceptions: like the rich can pay
the penalty for having more children and some
farmers have special dispensation etc.) We drove
through a street that was the size of our single
lane streets, two way traffic, bicycles up to your
kazoo, pedestrians all over: Ya Ha! Yet people
seemed happy. Eager to please store keepers were
happy to see us for the Hong Kong Dollars which was
allowed as currency. Back to Hong Kong on a 2.5 hr
express train. - was clean, air conditioned, and
rather pleasant ride thru the dark countryside. I
wouldn’t want to live there. Don’t think I'll come

ack to Hong Kong,'the Great Wall, maybe, but I'm

lad I came... Heino




JOHN LOUGH

Deborah Norville

A bit more 30 ROCK Pge 10.

How do super stars react to getting
bounced from a cushy, big bucks
assignment? Few of them make
introspective comments, but Deborah
Norville did when columnist James
Brady wrote a brief profile for
Parade Magazine. Said 33 year old
Deborah, "What happened at the
“Today" Show (and he death of my
mother) were the two most difficult
experiences of my life. I was
devastated, like being hit by a train
at the crossing while I was looking
the other way. I was hurt by what
people said. These were my brothers
and sisters at "Today," and suddenly
they were saying things which hurt.
But I'm a survivor. I’'m a tough
cookie. This was hurtful, but it was

a growing experience".( Well everyone
reading the PN Newsletter was either
bought out or pushed out, so we can
empathize with Debbie. Or in a
nutshell, welcome to the club.) (Her
husband is Estonian, and they had
gone to Estonia . While there,
Estonia declared their independence
in Tallin during the great Soviet
breakup. Perfect timing for a scoop.
So maybe her luck is changing
already..). Pge 13.
[ Your Publisher is Estonian ! |

| Jessica Savitch -
| Accident ? Or Was It

Murder ?7?

Where They Are Now ¢

Jack Perkins ~—~ Arts & Ent.
Dich Schaap — ESPN, also seen
recently on ABC-TVE:
—  WYNY-(NY)
Bill Chesleigh «—— Monitor TV
=~ Monitor TV
Deborah Norville — ABC Radio
Mutual Radio
(We're always searching to see where

Jack Cafferty

Tom Cheatham

Jay Barbaree

old cronies are, working or

"leisuring", so if you know of any
that we've missed, Please let us know

Where Are They Now ?

Jessica Savitch

0 ? Xy

The NY Post carried an eye catching
headline in September,
"JESSICA SAVITCH’S DEATH TIED TO

VATICAN BANK SCANDAL'". And the Post

quoted operatives of an international
detective agency, Unitel, asserting
that the 38 year old "golden girl" of
tv news dies, not in an accidental
drowning in a creek in Pennsylvania,
but as a murder victim !

They said she was marked because
she had done one investigative story
on Italian banker Roberto Calvi and
was about to do a second story. The
collapse of Calvi’s bank in Milan
cost the Vatican $250-million. Unitel
further asserted that Savitch "may
have been getting too close to
something someone didn’t want made
public”.

Unitel is investigating the recent

collapse of BCCI, the Bank of Credit

and Commerce, for an undisclosed
client but the NY Post did not

~explain how that tied in with

Savitch’s death eight years ago.

Calvi’s body was found hanging from a
bridge the day after his secretary

fell to her death.






























" GOLDEN OLDIES "

Producer DORIS ANN of NBC Religious programs, and cast & crew pose
in set... | spot Ellwyn Allen, Hank Gerling, Dan Zampino, ? Dave
Geisel, Bill Kelly, Buddy Joseph, Bill Goetz, Bill Raker, Doris

Ann, (center) Maurey Penn, Director Martin Hoade, ? Jim Davis

Enjoying an elegant lunch
ESTHER WEINSTEIN DORIS ANN KATHY VUKOVICH

WHATSHISNAME 2 2 ?

(Larry Pintak, a former CBS News
correspondent now working for his own
media relations firm in Washington,
recently wrote an amusing article on
how he feels, having switched from
being a reasonably well-known name to
just another member of the crowd.
Here are some excerpts from the
Washington Journalism Review that
will be quite familiar to those who
were once before the cameras.)

The full title of Pintak’s piece,

"Didn’t you Used to be Whatshisname?"
and its addressed to fellow network
correspondents.

"Welcome to the ranks of the
ordinary people. There are advantages
in plain personhood. No strangers
saying ’Oh, that must be sooo
interesting.” Or asking, "What’s Dan
Rather really like?’

No more stakeouts in the rain. No
more 3am calls ordering you to catch
the first plane to Ouagadougou.

Never again will you have to repeat
the words ’full and frank discussion’
with a straight face.

DISADVANTAGES: No expense account.
And on your infrequent visits to Duke
Zeibert’s restaurant you get a seat
way in back. Also no lecture fees.

Get used to that word ’former.’

Most shocking of all, you are no

longer a disinterested observer
watching the world from on high. News
is suddenly something that happens to
you. Earthquakes and wars will be
transformed from good stories to
serious inconveniences. Eventually,
you’ll realize your layoff was

nothing personal, you were just a

pawn in the Great Network Chess Game.
And then it will get worse. You’ll
phone the old shop and some snotty
desk assistant will ask you to spell

your name. You will write, or at

least start the book you always

wanted to get on paper. And on page
two, you will realize why Hemingway
killed himself.

You stop watching the network you
worked for. CNN? There are more than

a few household names floating around
who can’t get phone calls returned
from CNN, which maybe you once called
the Chicken Noodle Network.

Hang in there, Scoop. You join the
exalted company in the ranks of
network exiles (including Ed Morrow,
Walter Cronkite, etc) and people like
Howard K. Smith are now making a
bundle lecturing of productivity.

And move fast. "More former network
correspondents are being created
every day."
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1t is with great sadness to inform all our ham
operators and friends that WSRFO, Tony Rokosz has
passed away.

Tony was the "Net controller" from Rio Rancho,
New Mexico. He was perfect. Besides his great
personality and good sense of humor, being
centrally located-and located in the west, he
could hear everyone and guide the transmissions
and relay information to others who couldn’t hear
due to diverse locations serviced.

I wondered why I had not heard Tony recently,
and was about to call him to see if he was OK.
But first I checked the net this morning (Oct 2)
and I happened to talk to Bill Miller and Joe
Kolb and Bill informed me That Tony was a "Silent
Key". Bill said that Tony had walked his dog on
Sept. 20, came in washed his hands and then
collapsed. I think Tony had said he was 82. He
had retired long ago, possibly 30 years, worked
in TV maintenance while at NBC.

I looked in my log for the 20th [Friday], and
indeed had talked with Tony that morning, as did
Bill Miller, Hank Folkerts, John Ward, Charlie
Savaia (that I heard) and Tony seemed his
cheerful self. He mentioned on the radio recently
that he had been driving and blacked out a while
back, went through some scans but finally was
told he has a gall bladder problem. Said he was
thinking of not bothering with any further
treatment for that. When we signed off on Friday
Tony’s dog gave his usual bark but extended it
this day. The bark traditionally signified his
usual sign off signal.

I shall miss him, a wonderful human being as
well as having done a great service to all of us
"hams" to-make our hobby more enjoyable during
our retirement and keeping PNers close.

Thank You Tony from us all.

Douglas Kiker (News)

Doug Kiker, an NBC News
Correspondent for the past 25 years,
died in his sleep, apparently from a
heart attack, while at his summer
home at Chatham, Mass, at Cape Cod on
August 14. He was 61 and is survived
by his wife Diana. a daughter and 4
sons..

A Naval Officer during the Korean
War, upon discharge he joined the
Atlanta Constitution and eventually
became its Washington Correspondent.
Next, he served as director of
information for the fledgling Peace
Corps and then moved on the
Washington staff of the Herald
Tribune in 1963. In ’66 Doug joined
NBC. He was one of the few reporters
travelling in the motorcade through
Dallas in 1963 when President Kennedy
was assassinated. During his NBC
career he covered Watergate, Nixon’s
resignation, and the civil rights
movement.

As a freelance writer he wrote a
1973 article for Washingtonian
magazine on the 10 sexiest women in
the capital and that soon enhanced
his own personal life. Less than a

- year later he married one of the

women on the list, Deana Knight. Doug
was also a novelist and created a
series of murder mysteries set on
Cape Cod with a journalist as the
protagonist. He was completing the
fourth one at the time of his death.
Upon hearing of Kiker’s death,
President Bush wrote a note of
condolence saying "I respected Doug--
so did all who saw him as the fair,
objective and decent man he was"
Doug was NBC’s Rome correspondent
from 1969 to *71 during which time he
won a Peabody award for his reporting
on the war in Jordan..

David Schor

David started at N.B.C. in the 50’s,
and worked most of the time in the
film area. Shortly after retirement,
he left Franklin Sq. Long Island for
the warmer climes of Plantation,
Florida. Meeting David in the halls
was always a pleasure, for he was
always cheerful and smiling. I never
saw him grouchy or unpleasant. Tough
to do sometimes at NBC.

I learned of his passing, from
Walter Miller, in September of a
heart attack and is survived by his
wife Sarah. Sorry I have no
information about his children.






GE & RETIREES
BENEFIT ACCOUNTING

(Editors note: We’re awaiting
interpretations of this story which
seems, on the surface, to give
retirees a sense of confidence of how
GE will treat us in the future. Our

IS THIS US ? Pge 24|

The forgotten man... delving away in
patient industry, supporting his
family, paying his taxes, casting his
vote, supporting the church and
school....

but he is the only one for whom there
is no provision in the great scramble

LETTERS! LETTERS! LETTERS!

Your newsletter is always in need
of news. We ain’t got the AP. We
ain’t got the UPI. We ain’t got
Reuters. So where do we get "the
word"? From our subscribers, some -of
whom are very diligent in mailing us
information. You may not know what

SOMEBODY ELSE is doing or has done.
But you certainly know about YOUR OWN
activities.

Jobs...travels...reunions...even
couch potatoes have to out to the
supermarket and something could
happen on the way. Oh, you let your
fingers do the walking and don’t
leave the couch!!

YOU used to be in the news
business, so remember your roots.
Drop notes to Pete, to your editor
or to Heino, whichever makes you more
comfortable, for our next issue.

Don’t worry about being outdated. Its
still news to the rest of us!!!
THANKS

perks, I'm afraid, are always subject
to the economic climate and companyj
philosophy.)

In September, GE took a $1.8 -
billion non-cash, after-tax charge
against its earnings to comply with a
new federal accounting rule
concerning the financing of retirees
health benefits.

Companies must recognize the
obligations they have today for the
medical and other benefits they will
provide to their current and future
retirees tomorrow. They have until
Jan.1, 1993 to adopt the new rule and
20 years to implement it. But GE
decided to do it all now because it
has the financial strength and wanted
to put the headache behind it.

The hefty move is expected to
reduce GE’s equity by only 8 percent.
But the stock actually went up on the
day of the announcement because of
other positive news about GE.

Companies can lower the cost of the
change by re-negotiating the promises
they have made to certain workers--
other than those who have retired
already. That is said to be the
reason most companies are not rushing
to make this change in their book-
keeping.

(Editors note: There’s nothing in

the news story we used as a source to

indicate our insurance rates can’t go

up, and that our benefits can’t go

down. However, its nice to know GE i

putting something in the piggy bank
pay for part of our future.

and the big divide. Such is the
forgotten man.

He works, he votes, generally he
prays -- but his chief business in
life is to pay....

William Graham Sumner
speech, The Forgoﬂen Man [1883]

NBC Ham Net Info

There are two Hamnets for NBC
amateur radio operators. The
Original, on 20 meters, continues at
a bit before 10 am Monday thru Friday

Either Hank Folkerts, K4KO in
Florida, and/or Joe Kolb, W2NL in
Virginia, will cover as net
controllers, since Tony was called
away, depending which one can be
around and band conditions..

Due to continuous QRM on 14.242,
for November at least, we’ll stay on
14.242, but if we are QRM’d, tune in
14.223. The plan then is to switch to
14.223. I'm sure it’ll be discussed
at length on the net.

There is a second net on 40 meters
at 7.242 Mc at 10:30am. DAVE HUBBY
is net control there. See you on the
radio !

SCOTT & JUDY SCHACHTER STAS PYKA

MARIAN EISKAMP
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