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known in its previous 40 years, an
enormous slicing up of the total audience
with the coming of cable tv. The result:
ABC'’s share price dropping $200, CBS
losing millions daily because of the high
cost of its baseball and other sports
acquisitions, Fox losing audience because it
switched its programming approach and
ended up with poor results. But, unlike
ABC and CBS, "We do not have to go
through hell to survive".

“Discount prices? We got ’em. There
was a time customers begged for a chance
to buy more air time. Today, even NBC is
seeking buyers with offerings 20 to 40
percent below the rate book quotations".

Reassuringly, Wright insisted the
Network remains NBC’s core business. "We
are in for the long haul", he said. Profits
are to be made for us in entertainment and
sports. And now, we’ve gotten into cable.
Until Washington changes some laws (and
we’re lobbying hard for that) we cannot
produce programs for sale, so our business
remains the sale of advertising time.

On a lighter note, BOB WRIGHT
noted that there have been 12 NBC
Presidents since NILES TRAMMEL’s day
in 1951, and that averages to about three
years for a president’s tenure, so he sees
little chance of joining the 25 year club.

Some 350 past and present vets showed
up and we gleaned some current history
from them: BOB WEINTRAUB
[engineering, chryron] who enjoys
photography as a hobby, apparently more
than shooting candids of the grandchildren,
Bob recently had an exhibit of 30 of his
photos at the West Hempstead Library.
Recently made a trip to Israel. And now in
an effort to give Uncle Sam the bare
minimum, he is taking a tax course at
Hofstra. Marks ? - A nice 3.97 that’s out of
4.0 max, Bub)...

The rumor mill, how wild can you get ?
One retiree, after chewing on his canape,
said he heard NBC was moving out of 30
Rock. Going west. Well, we heard that one
for a long time, and since GE just chiseled
its name into the front door marble, we
think they’re going to stay for a while...

Writer Producer TOMMY
TOMAZAWA says he is working with
another ex-NBCer, TONY POTTER...
MARJORIE SHIELDS, peripatetic
traveller, up for the 25 year club event from
Boca. We worked together at WPIX in
1948 !!1...

Writer MORT HOCHSTEIN ex WNBC
and Today, etc) keeping his typewriter (or
word processor) active with freelance stuff
in the food and travel fields...

We’re told that JEFF POND, ex writer, is
living in Palm Beach and in the
Caribbean... BILL BALES in from Locust
Valley and points east. Still writing...

STAN APPENZELLER (publicity) now an
account exec with Arlen Financial
Communications... SIG BAJAK, a double
retiree: from NBC News and as an Admiral
[and jet pilot] in the US Naval Reserve.
atten-hut ... If you see a familiar NBC face
on the silver screen, it could be former
director MARV EINHORN. Also following
the Call Board notices as a thespian, writer
ED GOUGH.... RICK KELLY of the Annx
Dept meeting old chums. When he handed
me his business card, I realized we live 2
blocks apart in Scarsdale...

Don’t you peruse the list of names in
the 25 year club book NBC prepares and
wonder why some vets fail to show up?... A
nice contingent from the film editing dept
(ooops, EJ editing dept.) including many
who are still at 30 Rock: BILL
LOCKHART, BILLY FREEDA, ANGELO
FARINA, LOUIS FERRA, AL DANUFF,
LOU CASTRO, TIM GIBNEY, PETE
GILMORE, GEORGE HUPART, OTTO
PFEFFER, ELLIOT RAUNER, STU
ROSENBERG, GEROGE
MOYANTCHEFF, MARTY SHEPPARD
and JOHN TEEPLE...

JIM ALDRICH, 40-years-plus-, still
doing a triple; spending his time in Fire
Island, Forest Hills and Ft. Lauderdale, as
the seasons change... Ex-WNBC Newser
EDITH CAHILL was busy last fall as
publicity chief for Andy Spano, a
Westchester politico, seeking a seat in
Albany... More guests, sports director, TED
NATHANSON... announcer VIC ROBY...
MARGE McGLYNN, who loves meeting
old chums... writer PETER OCHS who has
been doing six and six since before they
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and six months in Vienna, where his business
card reads "Lugwig Peter Ochs", probably
because that sounds better in the land of
"schlag"... Also field engineer JOHN
OAKLEY (lights! camera! action!)...
MORTY ARONOFF without HANK
HEUSTIS, and Hank Heustis without Morty
Aronoff. Writers BERYL PFIZER, still
there, and writer CATHERINE
FAULCONER, enjoying her retirement...
And newswriter BOB TOOMBS made his
appearance.

Hello from Director RANDY WANDS,
who still glows over his usual annual
assignment, doing Christmas at the
Vatican... PHIL FALCONE... GENE
FRISCH ... ART KENT... BERT IVRY...
RUDY GEBHART... HENRIK KROGIUS...
BUD SHADEL... and PETE PETERSON
offering applications for PN along with the
newsletter. HEINO RIPP who put in 43
years, wasn’t here to take.well deserved
plaudits as PN publisher and compositor, he
was taping. CHARLIE GARMET... and
FITZGERALD SMITH... DICK WATT, and
many many more... VAN KARDISH... DON
LUFTIG... CHRIS BROWN, a Today Show
vet and a survivor... ARTHUR GARY...
FRED FAVANT... GLORIA CLYNE,
perennial helper for everyone. She may
have been on the job even before Nipper,
who has long since retired... Two
FARINETS, GENE and JUDY... director
KATHLEEN GREENE... and BERNIE
FLORMAN of Today, who like Gloria went
with the original lease at 30 Rock...

Last but by no means least, ARIANE
MAUTNER and DIANE MURPHY, who
make the evening’s arrangements, and make
it work so smoothly lo these many years...

One wonderful night. Not to be missed.
Three hours of "This is Your Life", and it’s a
chance for one more go-round each
December. See you in 91

THE NEW 25 YEAR VETS:
Harold Alterman Ellsworth Mosso Herbert Herzner
Jeanette Ansaldi Paul G. Munch Garrick Utley
Joseph P. Butler Peter J. O'Grady Ronee Hoade

Joseph D. Colvin
Leslie Dennis
John DeWald
Louis Fallot

J. Walter

Michael Reitman
Ruben D.Ricardo

Carlo Fusco

Leon D. Wynn

Eric H. Cooperman
Joan Ryen

Jeff Samaha

Ryan

40 YEARS OF SERVICE:

Ernest De Rosa Eugene T.
James J. McKearnin Rita Stipo
Marcia Kuyper Schneider

Bernard Florman
Nicholas Ponella
Charles Weller

Rowland
















































KEN’S KORNER
" By Ken Arber

Being the audio
engineer on the
Milton Berle
show on
Tuesday nights,
sponsored by Texaco, was an education in
the fine art of Sho-Biz and the comedy
world. HAROLD FLOOD was the long
time Audio engineer until I started as his
vacation relief, and Harold transferred to
NBC west coast.

In the old days, New Technical
Directors, Audio engineers, and Lighting
Directors were always assigned a day to
observe the operation of the show. Harold
instructed me of all the problems to be
aware of, or as DORSON ULLMAN ([long
time class audio engr] once called them,
"Death trap #1, Death Trap #2 etc.

The T.D. was BOB [Moose] DANIELS,
who held forth on the 7th floor control
room at the back of studio 6B, much
removed from the audio booth on the 6th
floor stage. The audio booth was left over
from 6B radio days. All communication
between the TD , video, L.D., audio etc.
was done by pl or phone & speakers. The
P.A. engineer was Pete Peterson, today’s
VP/Secretary of Peacock North. Pete’s
console consisted of 6 faders and a master
gain. Today’s consoles which myson
Glenn operates on the David Letterman
Show, consists of 64 available faders. How
things have changed ! The rest of the Berle
audio crew - two boom operators and
boom pushers and Frank Weill.

An advantage of the audio booth being
on the stage, made it possible to see
everything taking place [unless the "cyc"
was pulled closed.)

My first show with "Uncle Miltie" was
on Thanksgiving day. Harold Flood had
cautioned me that Berle’s standard practice
was to come into the audio booth and try
out his monologue on the audio engineer.
Hal told me to try not to laugh at his
material, in effect try to "break his back"
while he is trying to be funny.

The test came, Milt asked Pete and
Frank to leave us alone. My opportunity to
keep from laughing at him disappeared
when I saw Milton. He was dressed like a 7
foot turkey, stooping to get through the
control room door. I don’t remember any
of the jokes, for I couldn’t stop laughing.

From time to time Berle would come to
my control room window and mouth:
There’s no F---ing P.A., to which I would
push the "Plus Button" to Pete’s console,
Pete would raise the level to a slight

:
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Martha Raye and Milton Berle

ringing and Milt would gesture "it was OK"
to me. I then would signal Pete, and he
would lower the level.I don’t know if Milt
ever got wise to this, but being sharp, he
probably did.

While rehearsing in 6B, Berle usually
wore a gray sweat shirt with a police whistle
around his neck. When something displeased
him, or went wrong, he would blow the
whistle and Allen Roth, his conductor, would
immediately stop the orchestra. [As a game,
each of the crew picked a number to guess
the number of times Berle would stop the
dress rehearsal. Nearest number won). I
admired Milt for his knowledge in making
corrections of many a celebrity. A typical
example: The "Blackburn Twins" and a
female singer-dancer making their entrance
down a wide flight of stairs upstage. The way
she walked down the stairs was not very
exciting, so Milton blew his whistle then
proceeded to demonstrate just how she
should do it, by wiggling his derriere as he
came down the stairs. Much better!

Milton’s biggest thrill in life was to get
onstage to show " how it should be done".
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MINI LUNCH AT PICCO

we will have our next Mini Lunch at
the popular Picco Lissimo Restaurant
on Route 9, Ft, Lee, N.J., a mile
south of the Geo Wash. Bridge, on
TUESDAY, JUNE 4TH AT 12:30 pm.

[Was it Eddy Band who
once stole his whistle and
blew it on him ??]

Once a juggler was
performing a balancing act,
consisting of balancing a
large 4 legged table
together with 2 chairs on
top of the table. He spoke
little English, but was doing
afine act. Milton stepped
up to him, didn’t blow the
whistle, but gently tapped
him on the shoulder and
yelled "Why the Hell are
you facing the wrong way?
Face the audience !

The last of the self education lessons
was when the commercial reader Syd
Stone, who did the popular pitchman
spiel that started with "I tell you what
I’m gonna do" was rehearsing his part
and Milton was watching and listening.
When Syd finished, Milt came over to
him and offered a suggestion. Couldn’t
believe my ears when I heard Syd’s
response, which was " didn’t tell you how
to do your job and I would appreciate
you not telling me how to do mine".
Strangely enough, Milton did not
respond, but turned and walked away. I
knew what Milt’s reaction meant. In a
couple of weeks, Syd Stone’s act was
dropped from the show. . .

Inclosing, Milton was very generous
with the entire crew, giving each a $50. -
gift certificate to a very classy
haberdasher on B’'way. Yes, it was a very
pleasant experience and an education
working on the Milton Berle Texaco
Show. !

KEN ARBER

PIX TRIVIA ANSWERS

1. Shirley Dinsdale, a ventriloquist.

2. Her partner’s name was Judy
Splinters (was also the name of their
show, done out of 106th Street Studios).

3. The special distinction was: She won
the first "Emmy" ever awarded as "Most
Outstanding Television Personality"

Part I, Bob Smith and Howdy Doody (not

the original puppet though)

1. Date of 1st show was Dec.27,1947.

2. Emanated from Studio 8G (with
temporary field gear for control rm)

3. Producer was Roger Muir

4. Director was Bob Rippen

S. T.D. was Heino Ripp



TID BITS
Having just returned from Key West,
Florida, where we did a " live -on-tape "
Comedy Show for Fox tv [ch 5 in N.Y.], my
ears perked up as I heard John Gambling
on WOR talking to a Rabbi Robbie Harris,
who does stand up comedy. But more of
that in a moment.

In the Key west show, KIMBER
RICKABAUGH was Exec producer.
Kimber was a unit manager in NBC NY,
doing many instant news specials as well as
some Saturday Night Liv-ies. She dragged
AL CAMOIN, down from the Florida Gulf
coast as well as DENNIS RUDGE the
Lighting Designer from The Klages Group
in LA, who RED McKINNON and I had
worked with doing the KOREAN Summer
Olympics. What a pleasant surprise.

Now back to the Rabbi. Gambling
noted that it was unusual for a Rabbi to
appear as a comic. In his "act", one of the
things Rabbi Harris talks about, was life in
a Kibutz in Israel. " The life was hard, the
times were hard and Rabbinical training
was hard. Often I would go to the
neighboring town of Nazareth to shop.
One of the many products made there was
goat cheese plus other milk products. As a
matter of fact, this company’s products
were known the world over :

" Cheeses of Nazareth "...
Sﬁ%ﬂi&ﬁ@ﬂﬁ&uﬂ&,
y...

The Rabbi story reminded me of Howie
Morris. In the early 1950’s, Howie
appeared as a new cast member to the
already great group on the "Show of Shows"
[which I T.D’d], (Sid Caesar, Imogene
Coca, Carl Reiner etc). His first
appearance was a U-Boat Commander. As
he walked in, he whacked his whip against
his boot and said, " I am zee feeld marshal
of zees sup-mareen.” -or words to that
effect. From there he became one of the
Greats of early tv.

Howie, being an ordinary person, like
us, related this incident in his life:

. HAM NET

Meet Tony
WSRFO
1® AM weekdays

- told him that he had to buy an "Urn", as it

His Dad loved New York and asked i
Howie, that when he dies, he would like
his ashes scattered over the Hudson

River.

A few years later his dad passed away.
After the funeral ceremonies, Howie went
to collect the ashes. The man in charge

is the tradition to carry away the ashes to
their final resting place. He was paraded
past many urns, and when he inquired
about the cost, he was told that they
ranged from $2,000 up. After some
embarrassing dickering, the urn salesman
agreed that it would be O K for Howie to
bring his own.

Nervously Howie hurried home
through the windy and rainy streets,
returned in his new white London Fog
coat and presented his "urn" for the ashes;
an A & P coffee can. Quite aghast, he
reminded Howie of the solemnity of the
occasion, then returned shortly giving

"FOX"#3 Pge 21.

Oh, Back to Berlin. That’s where 1
met announcer DICK DUDLEY, who was
with Armed Forces Radio in London and
came over to sell contraband candy bars
to Germans and Russians. I gave him $5
per and later sold them for $25 per!
Everybody dealt in contraband, Watches
went for $900. unbelievable. One day
Mickey Rooney, Bobby Breen and I were
at the Brandenburg Gate, in a half-ton
truck filled with "goodies," when we saw
the Military Police coming toward us,
every one fled. Me too..

With the help of BOB ADAMS,
ARCH ROBB, STEVE WHITE and KEN
McGREGOR, I joined the announcing
staff at NBC. PAT KELLY was furious
because I mispronounced the names of
composers. My first Radio Show
was"Honeymoon in New York," with ED
HERLIHY as M.C.

Howie his "urn" of ashes.

Howie immediately got into his car,
drove to the Geo. Washington Bridge,
pulled to the side, walked to the rail with
his "urn". As he was about to scatter its
content, a cop’s car stopped and asked just
what was he doing ! He tried to explain, buff
instead walked to his car, through the wind
and rain, and left as he had been ordered.
What to do ? So he drove to N.J., came
back onto the bridge, , off to the West

Highway, and pulled off at the first "
emergency pull-off. Again he took the urn,
walked to the water, and started to‘spread
the ashes. The wind blew the ashes all
over his white coat, onto the ground, the
car, into puddles; everywhere, but none
onto the River. He was a mess, but he ran
around desperately trying to salvage a tiny
bit of his dad’s remains. - - - Now, dolly the
camera back across the police car that had
been watching, and we see this wind tossled
man, smudged with soot, running around
like a spastic in the rain, flailing his coffee
can as if catching flies, screaming, "Poppa,
Poppa, I'm sorry, I’'m sorry -please forgive
me ---

It takes a great man, with a good sense of
humor that can laugh at himself... my
friend, HOWIE MORRIS .....

GOING SOUTH

NBC News’ news tape syndication
service, which began life about 25 years
ago as News Program Service, later
change to "A" News (for Affiliate News)
and still later to other designations when

__it was transmitted by satellite, went out of

business on January first. The operation,
sans personnel in New York, Washington,
Chicago and Burbank, moved to North
Carolina where it will be distributed free
to affiliates. Previously, the affils were
billed.

Don Meaney was the original
manager of the operation, succeeded by
Buck Prince, Dave Teitelbaum, Les
Crystal, Art Kent, Jo Moring and a few
others. The longtime editors were Jim
Aldrich and Dan Grabel before the
operation blossomed out to a staff of
about 20 in New York.

Current producer/writers include
Dick Watt, Ed Bowers, Marv Lorber,
Ginger Marin, et al. They have now been
assigned to a writers pool.

ANOTHER POEM
Remember old folks are worth a fortune, silver in their hair, gold in their

teeth, stones in their kidneys, lead in their feet, and gas in their stomachs. I have become a little older since

I saw you last and a few changes have come into my life since then. Frankly I have become quite a

frivolous old gal. I am seeing five gentlemen every day.

As soon as I wake up, Will Power helps me get out of bed. Then I go to see John. Then Charlie horse
comes along and when he is here he takes a lot of time and attention. When he leaves, Arthur Itis shows

up and stays the rest of the day. He doesn’t like to stay in one place very long, so he takes me from joint to

joint. After such a busy day I'm really tired and glad to go to bed with Ben Gay. What a life !
P.S. The preacher came to call the other day. He said at my age I should be thinking about the
hereafter. I told him, Oh, I do all the time. No matter where I am in the parlor, upstairs, in the kitchen or

down in the basement - I ask myself . . . " Now what am I here after ?"
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In 1960, Perry Como taped a show in London. We did a lot of scenes around the town, amongst them Parliament Square, a
sequence at the "Bull and Bush" pub, a castle which now charges admission to help defray the taxes, etc. One of the scenes
was outside the Opera House at Covent Garden, with Perry and Margot Fonteyn. Props were added to the many vendors
pushcarts to spruce up the area, and during the taping -well you see exactly what happened as seen by a Daily Express
cartoonist, not quite as planned in the script. The cabbie obviously more intent on watching the "stars” than where he was
driving. [We did manage to finish before the sun went down, tho] ( Heino )

- S s o

Perry Como, like
Bob Hope also
entertained
servicemen. 4
One of the shows |“& % ,
took many of us tof &%
Quantanamo, ol %
Cuba, where the [ -
regular Como :
show was "live on

tape" at the Naval

Base, within

shooting distance

from Castro’d wir

fence "wall",

i

Above: NEAL SMITH, audio engineer, who mixed all of the Como Shows
“live" for years. Neal is shown here on a ferry boat going from one part
ofQuantanamo Bay to the stage location.. Rear center is Director Dwight
Hemion, who has more Emmy Awards than anyone in the world. At right are
U S Marines, having as good a time as we were ! See Rotogravure for more
Como fotos.

PERRY COMO, our star of the Kraft Music Hall, congratulating a winnin,
Marine, after Como’s cast-ladies danced on stage with enthusiastic, service
guys... Perry also took his show for 2 years of shows all over the U.S. Maybx
the first regularly scheduled prime time'r, "On the Road".

Thanks to Charlie Tesser, the pix coming from a teriffic album he put

v

together for everyone.
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