














Herb Oxman lent us this photo, from Jan. 5, 1952, of the crew doing the Camel Commercials for
"The Show Of Shows"..
Herb Oxman, Keith Martin, Vic Ferrari, Dick Davis, Hank Scott, Bob Weintraub's ear, Jack Winnocur....
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From the EImer Gorry Archives, a 1970 group shot of the TONIGHT SHOW folk.
I see Elmer in the back row., three to the left is Hal Venho, AD, four more to the left is our beloved stage manager,
four to right of Elmer of course is Doc Severenson, Ed McMahon at extreme right.. Center row left,Peter Lasalle,
looks like Director, Bobby Quinn, against desk.Front row, left, 2nd in is Ted Riesack, props dept..... If anyone can
name all of the crowd, trace out the heads and send it to us us.
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ED WACKERNAGLE heard on the NBC Hamnet quite frequently
with a booming signal from California gives all 73's and 88's.
ROGER TUTTLE recently returned from Florida - had a nice
breakfast with Hank Folkerts, Walt Vetter and all the Radio Ham
crew. I understand the aircraft builder is coming along well with his
new creation, a two seater KOLB ultralight plane. Just don't rush it
Roger.
JIM GIBBINGS recuperating from open heart surgery - triple by pass
plus valve replacement. The best Jim.
SCOTT McCARTNEY wants to let everyone know that all is well in
Palm Springs, Ca. He plays golf and tennis all week, takes Sunday off
to rest from all this work.... If any of the old gang passes thru Palm
Springs, the welcome mat is always out.

SUSAN DiORIO, now a legal resident of Pompano Beach, Fla. has
also joined the NBCFR, still keeping the Riverdale co-op in case the
weather gets too hot for her.
VINCE VACCA and spouse Sabra went up to Nantucket, Mass. after
returning from Barcelona, bought a real old house, and now are in the
process of restoration. Hope to have it completed by late March.

---- Who is this handsome young fellow?? Is he contemplating playing
Santa Claus?? - NO, - it's

DOC POTTER in July 1938, when he first got his amateur radio
license; he also sent these 1948 Chimes magazine clip.
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[ Robert Potter, from Television Stu-
dent in Engineering to Television

Engineer.
Eobert Potter, Engineering, is

$25 richer for suggesting the use of
a reel jack for reeling and unreeling
cables in Television.

Michael Gilligan, Engineering,
won §15 for suggesting that em-
ployees be brought up-to-date on
“what to do in case of fire.”
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1 BARBARA CLINE writes to thank us for the nice blurb in last

Newsletter. Her husband Dick, sports director, went to the "wrap-
party” in Bareelona and the next day was notified that his contract
would not be renewed. So now he is freelance, like many
others...Barbara noted that she was happy to see the photo of Jim
Schaeffer imn the l;ast issue. He was her 1st boss at NBC 25 yrs
ago..Barb asked what was that gathering? Was the Winterfest, P.N.'s
year end Bash. The next one will be at La Maganette on the 23 of
May. See Last page for reservation form.

O.TAMBURRI wanted a copy of the Newsletter to send to former
Unit Manager (NBC) and recently a BIG producer with the Golden
Girls that Tambi worked with inm Calif. (Harry and I spent some
scary nights with the teamsters while in Hawaii doing a Perry Como
show in Oahu with Dwight Hemion. They were a bit upset that we
drove our own trucks from the.pier to our first location, Duke
Kahamanoka's (? on spelling). Tambi, hope you and the Mrs. are well,
and are enjoying retirement.

ED VOSS sends a note that he is now living in Chincoteague, Virginia.
Says, when P.N. arrives, everything stops until he has devoured every
last word.

DORIS ANN sent a nice note from Fort Worth, Texas where she now
makes her home.

CLAY ACKERSON took out a bit of time to say how much he enjoys
the Newsletter. Since spring '91 he has been fighting a battle with
prostate cancer. After radiation therapy and a series of hormone
shots, it appears to have been arrested. Tries to play golf with Lois at
least once a week. Has gotten together with Don Pike and Jerry
Caruso. Clay says Jerry has done s SUPER job on an old plantation
house. Ends with a Regards to "Y'all".

Regards from us'all up here too, miss you guys!

DELBERT MANN thanks Dick Dudley for a copy of the P.N., says it's
the first he's heard that there was such an organization. Feels he
would be an imposter were he to join the group. Del was a director for
the Philco Playhouse series, which Fred Coe produced.

MARY STRINGFIELD formerly from personnel feels she's once

| again challenged in her new job and love building a new dept. Misses
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NBC people a good deal. ,

FRANCIS McKIERNAN: While Rose and I were in N.Y. for
Christmas, stopped in at 30 Rock to have lunch at the NBC cafeteria.
On the way to the commissary, John Marrin came thru a door, behind
him Harry Tucker, and then Howard Reig walks by. Didn't expect to
see anyone I knew, and here were three familial faces...

{ BILL RAKER send in his dues, from Flat Rock, North Carolina, with
| a query. What ever became of Lighting Director Bob Riley ? Did you

ever hear from him??

HOPE SHINKOFTF sends her dues to Pete and best wishes for his
continues good works on the activities of Peacock North.

DOLORES PARYLAK enjoyed the photos in P.N., that

she going to try to unbury some old 50's pix for us

CLARK JONES writes a short note. "The latest issue of PN just
arrived and I devoured it. Keep up the good work".Always nice to
hear from you Clark !

WALTER WERNER promises that one day he'll send us a digest of his

doings. In Fla., nothing too adventurous or exciting, but am enjoying
the good life. Wishes someday to join you northeners at a get
together. Regards to all.

DICK WILLIAMS now living in Washington State, says he might be
2,800 miles away but you guys make it seem like just around the block,
- you remove 50 years from my life (if only temporarily). Their big trip
this year will be to Tennesee via their motor home sometime after
April 15th.

WES PAULSEN (Broadcast Systems
Engineering) has been keeping the medical
people busy with his prostate problem. Feels
he is in good hands and pretty positive that
all will go well. (We too wish, you well
Wes)....

But on a happier note, Wes tells us that Wes
Paulsen Jr.and his wife Paulette are as
pleased ( as are Wes Sr. and Elena, the
grandparents (boy everyone is a
grandparent now-a-days)) that Jason ( of
Post Production) has been accepted by the
U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis, having
been nominated by the Secretary of the

Navy himself! The Academy asked

Jason, the grandson, has been attending Navy
Training School on Orlando, Fl. sinc2 his enlistment a
year and half ago. He graduated with high honors
from electronics school, receiving a promotion to 3rd
class petty officer.He is now about to complete the
Nuclear physics course; after which he'll be
transferred to Charleston, N.C. for hands on training
for a few months. About mid summer he'll see a
transfer again to Newport, R.I. for his entry to the
Naval Academy Prep School.

It was while Jason was on Orlando that a number of
his training officers took note of his abilities and
communicated with the Academy and other Naval

Jay to start football training upon his arrival..

With all that going on, I hope he doesn't lose sight of
all the nice things in life to enjoy, like girls.
[Usually we don't print long family stories, but, I was
very delighted to read about something positive,
rather than all the terrible stories one hears about
today's youth] Bet Giraldo wouldn't use this story, But
someone should. Congrats Jay and best of luck !
NICK RAWLUK enjoys the good memories
that P.N. brings back to him. Thanks Nick -
want to dolly Mulvaney on the Sanner Dolly
again at the - cont'd pge g,

officials, resulting in his nomination by the Secretary.






N.B.C. SOFTBALL TEAM CHAMPS - 1953
Top, (LtoR:)
Herb Oxman, Frank Woodruff, Art ? fm G.R.,?, fm reproduction srvcs, ? fm G.R.,Frank Gaeta ?, George Kiyak?,

, but names escape us.

N.B.C.-A.A., 1953....Top:

-?-: Tom McFadden, Radio Net VP, Joe Kent, Tax Dept, Pres Bowling League
Bottom Row:

Ellen Coughlin (Mrs.Woodruff) and Betty Wilcox, Personnel Dept, Spcl Serves







Peacock or Ostrich ?

By Dan Grabel

I can hear the George Gershwin music now.... da,de,da,de,da.
Wintergreen for Pres-i-dent. At this writing (early March), NBC is
seeking a President for News to replace Michael Gartner. And this
time, says Bob Wright, the president of the Net, "TV experience
would certainly be high on our list". Obviously Mr. Gartner
presented a different resume when he was hired to cut costs and stop
hemorrahaging. His strong suit must have been finesse in presiding
over the death of the Des Moines Tribune, and the surgery on the
Louisville Courier-Journal.

It is interesting to note the reason usually created to explain the
departure of major figures in business -- "personal health", "want to
see more of the family", "completed assignment", "never expected to
stay more than five years", etc, etc. No one is ever chasrged with
screwing up, despite how blatant the offense. But it is difficult to
sweep.the reason under the rug this time. The NY Times noted that
Mr. Wright told NBC employees that the decision to quit was
voluntary. However, a day earlier, said the Times, Wright was quotes
as saying, "He had a crucial role in the decision". Didn’t we used to
call that "walking the plank?"

Some retirees who left NBC in the 50s will make their own
comments about the fact that Mr. Gartner will be on some kind of
payroll for the next few months so he can finish five years with the
company and qualify for a pension! Golden umbrellas for the upper
classes! From GE'’s standpoint, remember, he closed a lot of bureaus,
he slashed a lot of heads off the payroll, reduced the pay of many
survivors, and it’s expected the News Department will show a $20-
million profit this year. If you’re a stockholder, that ain’t bad.

For the affiliates, he created a 24-hour news service, so that’s
another happy constituency. It’s surprising, however, as you watch
NBC stations out of town, that it is often hard to figure with which
net they are affiliated. So they are not quite "proud as a peacock".

Morale? Forget it!.. Credibility? Forget it!.. Staff loyalty from per

diem workers? Forget it!...Accuracy? Forget it! @

It would seem that if NBC were not the S S Titanic, Mr Gartner
might still be around to oversee the fight to retain third place. But
those two incidents were too much: The "Dateline" Show’s faked
rocket explosion of a GM truck, and then "Nightly News™ use of
pictures from an outside agency which showed fish purported to be
dead, but which were actually only stunned for test purposes in a
story about the logging industry! These were major boo-boos. Others
recall Deborah Norville being swapped for Jane Pauley. Is shock
more important than credibility at 30 Rock? There was a day when
NBC wouldn’t use a frame of a picture from an outside agency. But
we all know that is an expensive way to operate. However, the
alternative can and did lead to embarrassment. Take your pick.

The Wall Street Journal reported Mr. Wright told NBC employees,
"The problem with the "Dateline" incident wasn’t so much that it
happened, but that NBC got caught". In another era, a quote like that
might have meant the departure of the network boss. But even today,
what kind of standard does that set?

One of the most interesting side bars in this debacle is the fact that
Mr. Gartner never moved his family from Des Moines to New York.
That shows faith in a longtime association. Almost seems like he was
a per diem president presiding over a per diem staff. Not quite a
Rock of Gibralter image.

Now we can’t feel too sorry for the departing prexy since he is part
owner of nine weekly newspapers in the midwest. We wonder who
checks the facts out there?

For me, the final straw in reading the NY Times report, was a
quote from Mr. Gartner when asked about his accomplishments at
NBC. The reply, "I am proud of the journalism". The mental picture
that conjures up for me is a disgraced Richard Nixon going up the
stairs of the helicopter on the White House Lawn for the last time
and shooting his arms out overhead in a proud victory salute to the
faithful sending him off into the blue yonder.

Today the Peacock may well be hiding its head like an ostrich!.

NBC BOMBED OUT!
Quickly '
Returns to the Airways

and antenna.

+ Broadcast and network ops found a
tower in Alpine, New Jersey where a trans-
mitter could be located.

+ CNBC’s Chief engineer went to the
tower to check its use-ability.

+ the Advanced Technology group ar-
ranged for a temporary FCC license.

+ From Miami’s WTVJ, Dick Lobo
phoned and offered a spare transmitter
which could be trucked to New York.

By Dan Grabel

The News story for the year 1993 probably
will be the bombing of the World Trade
Center in New York City. With its transmit-
ter atop the 110 story tower, NBC was
blasted off the air. But not for long.

C.E.O. Bob Wright congratulated the en-
gineering staff for "professionalism, tenacity
and creativity" and noted that with consider-

manufacturers in Quincy, Illinois and Gibbs-
boro, N.J. to secure an alternate transmitter

and support.

+ In a word -- professionalism. And Pea-
cock North offers its congratulations, too.
Like old fire horses, my guess is that a lot of
us would have enjoyed being part of that in-
credible story. Then again, we have a few
good tales to remember from our own days
at NBC.
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SENATE HEARS GRIPES
On Retiree Health Plans

able help from other areas of the NBC/GE
organization a terzific and inspiring success .
was achieved.

In his memo to the staff, general manager
Bill Bolster described the 12 hours following
the blast as an "extraordinary example of
people working under pressure, imaginative
thinking and the ultimate experience of the
entire company pulling together".

Here are a few segments of that story:

+ CNBC provided information on con-
tacting the tri-state cable companies, and
Skypath and GR Americom immediately dis-
tributed the NBC signal by satellite to cable
stations nationally.

+ WLIW, the PBS station on Long Island,
phoned and offered their facility, and almost
immediately NBC’s signal was back on the
air locally.

+ Network Ops, Traffic, and Accounting no-
tified cable stations in the ADI to let them
know the signal was available.

+ Engineering and Purchasing contacted

+ WBZ, Boston, offered the RF test
equipment.

+ The Legal Dept. got an FCC waiver so
WNBC could broadcast over WLIW.

+ Network News informed affils that its
signal, with the bombing aftermath story, was
available via satellite.

+ The News Channel in Charlotte, N.V. of-
fered K-band transponder.

+ NBC Sports offered emergency power
equipment. + Jim Powell of WRC-
Washington, was among the personnel who
flew to NY to help.

+ The bombing also knocked out the two-
way radio and pager systems and the mi-
crowave receiver atop the trade center, but
field crews worked miracles to establish live
links between news crews in the field and the
studio.

+ Bill Bolster also congratulated reporters
and anchors for a great job and singled out
Randy Falco and his team at Broadcast and
Network Operations for planning, execution

Members of the Senate Committee on Labor
and Human Relations recently held hearings
to learn more about the short-changing of
retirees’ benefits by some American major
companies.

A McDonnell Douglas Corp. engineer who
spent 28 years with that company, retired at
62 and was told that his health benefits
would continue for life for himself and his
wife. Four months later the company an-
nounced it was ending its benefits for non-
union retirees.

A spokeswoman for McDonnell Douglas
said, "We reserve the right to amend, modify
or terminate coverage.

A survey of 1,380 employers by the A. Fos-
ter Higgins company, a benefits firm, found
that 65 percent had either revamped their
retiree health care during the past two years
or were planning to do so. One percent of
the companies had terminated coverage for
current retirees, and six percent had
terminated coverage for future retirees.
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By Roy Neal
Greetings from the rolling green hills of the
old north state, North Carolina.

I've been asked (had my arm twisted by Pete
and Rippie and Dan) to reminisce about the
once great days of NBC when all of were
pioneers and enjoying every minute of it. So,
here are a few of my memories of the Way
We Were in the days of pioneering
television, NBC Style.

In 1952, I went to Hollywood to set up a
newsroom for the network. In addition to the
network news, we were to service KNBH
(Now KNBC), the O&O managed by Tom
McFadden. Our territory was the western
states, including Alaska and Hawaii, plus the
war in Korea. Film from the war was edited
in California to save 11 hours flying time to
New York.
That was the first year when ATT&T
opened its first transcontinental service coast
to coast. We covered atom bombs, being
tested in the Nevada desert, The Parade of
Roses (in glorious btack and white) and
experimented with the techniques of
remotes with Wide Wide World, the brain
child of Pat Weaver and Barry Wood. What
a combination! Bill McAndrew ran news,
Barry was in charge of special events and
Weaver ran the network. In those formative
years, General Sarnoff was pushing color
TV, and we were in the middle of it.

We were ordered to colorize our news film.
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Column D.

sure he was not a communist! As it turned
out, this was to be the coming of age of the
NBC team. For the next several years we
would have ratings that rivalled even the
entertainment shows. To set up his coverage,
Reuven made a masterful decision. We
would tape the output of the mobile units all
day, edit and go on the air one hour before
the competition with a review of the day’s
events to lead into the evening coverage. It
worked. Our ratings were higher than both
CBS and ABC put together. And along with
Huntley and Brinkley, video tape was here to
stay, as a main staple pf television news.

During the same time frame, there were
other major pioneering events. From
covering nuclear weapons being tested in
Nevada, I moved to Cape Canaveral,
Florida, to report the early days of the
United States Space program.

In 1955, the Air Force had set up a secret
group. The Western Development Division
was headquartered in what had been a
parochial school, near the Los Angeles
Airport. A young General, Bernard
Schriever, had assembled a brilliant group of
military and civilian engineers. They were
developing Ballistic Missiles.

In Huntsville, Alabama, an import from
Germany, Werner Von Braun, headed a
similar team for the Army. General John
Medaris was in command at the Redstone

Column B.
Since I was in Hollywood, we were assigned
to figure out ways to colorize. We found
more sensitive, higher speed film stock from
Ektachrome, when our regular supplier,
Kodak, said it was impossible. We found
ways of putting magnetic striping on our
16MM Newsfilm for the sound track. For
years, Bill McAndrew had a freeze frame in
his office of one of our stories, an atom
bomb test in color.

Pioneering was what we lived for. I
remember the day I figured out that if we cut
film with an A roll and a B roll, we could
play them both and DISSOLVE from one to
the other. Proudly we fed our first story into
New York for the Camel News Caravan.
Reuven Frank called right after the show to
say we learned fast. Turns out he had done
an identical dissolve from New York the day
before! But I hadn’t seen the story!
Incidentally, at that time he was the writer of
the show.

The West coast was a repeat network, so
recording television was very much on our
minds. Kinescopes were poor, at best. In
time, when video tape came in, we dreamed
of a way of logging material by zeroing a stop
watch at the start of a tape reel, then
marking stop watch timed into the tape. It
was an offshoot of radio techniques and of
course was the key to all video editing even

to this day. But we did it first, in an era
before the tape machines had foot counters

T

Column E.
Arsenal..

The common meeting ground was Cape
Canaveral, the launch site for rockets then as
it is now.

The Generals wanted the public to know
what they were doing. The missiles were
huge. They couldn’t be hidden when they
were launched. But the Pentagon refused to
accept that fact.

The Commanding General of the Eastern
Test Range, Donald N. Yates, agreed with
us. With his help, plus information provided
by the Air Force and the Army programs, we
(NBC) set out to show the world what was
going on. When I first arrived at Cocoa
Beach, the nearest town to the Cape, I
remember a clandestine briefing on the
beach one midnight, so that I any my camera
crew could figure out in which direction to
point the cameras! At that time, there were
only two professional crews on the beach,
ours and Life-Time.

We were told how to spot an upcoming
launch.. For example, with Atlas missiles
there are LOX vent valves. The device
remains open to allow Liquid Oxygen gasses
to escape. The super cold stuff creates a
white cloud, like a steamy breath on a cold

“day. Just before launch, the vents were

closed, to build up pressure inside the
rocket. To an observer, when the white

The Way We Were

Column C.
and when moist editing was done with a
razor and a microscope, cutting tape
physically, like film, - because we didn’t
know how to do it electronically.

And it paid off magnificently. In 1959,
working in conjunction with the Air Force
Association and sponsored by General
Motors, we put the first video tape mobile
unit on the road. I produced The World
Congress of Flight, in Las Vegas. It was the
biggest air show ever staged in the United
States. It was also the first show in the then
new Vegas Convention Hall. Our mobile
unit was a moving van in which we installed a
couple of huge old Ampex tape machines
and a lot of air conditioning. We fed all
material, including a dramatic array of air to
ground video, into the van, edited and played
it back with live leads for airing. Bob
Considine emceed. And the reviews were
great.

Soon after, Reuven Frank enlisted the Los
Angeles news gang to work on the 1960
conventions. The democrats were first, in
Los Angeles. Bill McAndrew gave approval
to use Burbank’s tape room, saying he
couldn’t understand why we weren’t satisfied
to stay with the kinescopes. At that time,
Chet Huntley and David Brinkley had spent
four years on the air, developing heir unique
style. Huntley, by the way, had joined the
network in Los Angeles. When he was
signed, we even ran a security check to make

-

Column F.
steam stopped venting, it was time to turn on
the cameras.

We began coverage with an Atlas launch. It
was in June and the big rocket lifted off
slowly. After about a minute into the flight,
range safety detonated the bird as it began to
stray off course. The force of the detonation
and fireball reminded me of the small
nuclear bombs I had seen so many times in
Nevada. Reuven had me fly into New York
with the footage. We put a short story on
TODAY and a major report on the Huntley
Brinkley Show that night. At Reuven’s
instigation, Bill McAndrew came to the
editing room to preview our footage. On the
spot he made a big decision. Space was to be
a major item for coverage by NBC News. To
find the money, Reuven Frank would use the
Chet Huntley Reporting show budget and
that show would be a showcase for us. We
would go into the field big time!

Jim Kitchell came down from New York. He
rented a house, the closest residence to the
Cape at Port Canaveral, then went back to
the big city. I can see Tom Priestly and Cy
Avnet and many more camera crews building
camera tie-downs on the beach and Herb
Kaplow (who joined me in reporting so we
could service both TV & radio networks)
working one of the field telephones set up on
a high and windy platform. Frank McGee
joined us frequently. The network was
grooming Frank to be an anchor and this was
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