























Dear Heino,
And all my friends from NBC:

I read and re-read my latest
edition of PEACOCK NORTH and really
enjoyed the many articles and
pictures.

I started work at 30 Rock back in
Sept 1948 and retired in June 1986. I
put in 37.5 years so I guess I've
earned a right to call myself an
NBCite. I started out in KineRecording
with Herb DeGroot and Harry Getting
(May God rest their souls). Most of
the guys who came after me, put in
their time in Kine until they bitched
loud enough or got another assignment
and then moved on to greener pastures.

I too have fond, and not so fond
memories of the past. When TV was all
live, we in Kine recorded everything
from Ding Dong School in the morning,
all day up to Broadway Open House.
That went from Miss Francis to Dagmar!
What a change.

I enjoyed seeing Charlie Tesser’s
photo, while attending the last NBC 25
yr. affair. We were both in Kine at
the same time and we worked on a
project of our own that I think I
still have somewhere. There was an old
stag film making the rounds. We
recorded Ding Dong School audio, and
using the movieola, you can imagine
the result. (All work and no play
makes ------ )

Some other things from my memory
bank... We’re recording a live program
sponsored by Bonnie Maid linoleum. To
show how tough it was and resistant to
many things, they applied a blowtorch
to their product, and guess what. Yes
it caught fire. We had to do the
comm’l over again after the show, and
splice it in to the Kine. Another fond
memory: We were recording a live show
like Philco Playhouse or Montgomery
Presents. To check out our equipment
before recording the sound track, we
would throw a switch to "check our
bias". Well the operator responsible
for that machine neglected to put the
switch back into the record position
and we lost the sound recording. When
we discovered what had happened, they
had to call back all the cast and the
crew to do the 2nd half of the show
over. The operator did not get fired,
but was his face red. He is still
among us I believe, and if he reads
this article, it may bring back a fond
- well, not-so-fond memory to him.

I've been attending the Florida
Retirees get-togethers. I'm usually
down in Fla. from Oct to May. Last
year I wanted to get to one Peacock
North’s function, but couldn’t work it
out. I'll try again.

Working the crazy hours that most

of us had to endure, and riding the
dirty subways to get to work, was not
the best of my memories; but getting
stuck at work during one of the
blackouts in New York City or working
a long continuous tour when man first
landed on the moon was one of my
memorable memories.

I would have liked being up North
when the TODAY Show celebrated its
recent 40th anniversary. I bet a lot
of the NABET guys who were associated
with the show dropped in. I remember

We Cet Letters

MEMORIES ! FROM RALPH DICHTER

A letter from Sally Hein, wife of Jac Hein, original TODAY Director,
with a clipping from Sierra Vista Herald, Sierra Vista, Ariz.

Dear PN,

Since the enclosed article appeared in the local "Sierra Vista
Herald" news paper on January 15, 1992, I have talked with Marie
Finnegan who thought those who were associated with TODAY from 1952 to
1958 would be interested. Marie has also given me more information. As
I told Marie, there is an error in the article. My quote should have
been, "All the equipment was huge. Doing a remote was really a

monumental task".

Jac came to TODAY from Broadway Open House, featuring Jerry Lester
and Dagmar. As TODAY lasted 3 hours live, it had two directors and
Mike Zeamer worked with Jac as a director. In addition to the
programming, all the commercials were live. It was the first show of
its kind and a revolutionary concept.

Through those years, Jac always felt a close connection with those
who worked with him on TODAY. It was a small group, interested in
results, that enjoyed working together and supporting each other.

During the first year or so, the show struggled to make it financially.
Rumors circulated that it would go off the air. But Matthew J. Culligan
came in and became responsible for selling the show and TODAY stayed on

the air.

Yours along Memory Lane,

Sally Hein

For her,

‘Today’ —

provokes
memories

The widow of Jacque “Jac”
Hein, the original director of
the Today Show, says her
husband was a pioneer in the
TV industry.

“He directed for four years
and produced it for two years
with Dave Garroway. Every-
thing was shot live,” Sally
Hein of rural Sierra Vista
recalled this morning.

She said cameras, micro-
phones and other broadcast
equipment were hooked
together with a network of
large cables. An assortment of
“behind the scenes” people,

. such as her husband, made

large contributions to the
program’s success.
“All the equipment was

_B Heln ..Continued from Page 1

huge,” Sally Hein said. “It
(producing the Today Show)
:was .really a monumental
‘type task.”

The Today Show is cele-
brating its 40th anniversary
this week.

Jd a ¢
Hein’s stint
on the To-
day Show
ended in
1958 when
he left NBC
to start his
own public
relations
firm.

But not Jac Hein
before he worked with come-
.dian Ernie Kovacs and
workedona program that was
a forerunner to the tonight
show.

“He evensat in the Oval Of-
fice with President Harry
Truman,” said Sally Hein.

The Heins moved to Sierra
Vista in 1979. Jac Hein was a
regular columnist in the
Sierra Vista Herald/Bisbee
Daily Review until his death
in 1989.

She added that she still
hears from people who were
associated with the fledgling
Today Show. A makeup per-
son and camera man who
worked on the early shows
work on the program today,
according to Sally Hein.

She added that many who
appeared on the Today Show
went on to successful televi-
sion careers. _

“Those people wouldn’t be
there if they hadn’t had the
encouragement from behind
the scenes,” said Sally Hein.

vividly when Dave Garroway came from
Chicago to take charge of the new
Show. - with J. Fred Muggs running
around the set in the storefront with

all the tourists and their signs held

aloft for their families to spot back
home. Those were the days !!!

It’s always nice when the old
timers get together and talk about all
the shows that have come and gone

since we worked at NBC.

Well, as the washerwoman brings her
clothes to a line, I'll have to bring
my line to a close. Nice talkingto
you Heino and hope to see you again in
the near future. Regards to all my
buddies. Sincerely, RALPH DICHTER

Dick Sansavere, T.D., enjoying a
‘nourishing meal" at NBC cafeteria
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" GOLDEN OLDIES "
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From O. Tamburri's archives, and also
from Jack Coffey's a shot of the
# 1 camera crew - Philco Playhouse 1949

Larry Elikann Henry Scott O.Tamburri Jack Coffey

I've seen HIM before !

Also from Mrs, Fitz;iatriclgx, Mr. Costello | ¥ 9
and Charles Laughton and an OLD Black & White | i 3
camera. Is That Bill Klages seated inthe set?? | | ]
Who is t*e cameraman 2? | ! 1
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PEACOCK NORTH % :
30 ANN ARBOR PLACE
CLOSTER, N.J. 07624 ’
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