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THE END

by bill brogan

Over an inch and a half of rain fell on New York City on May
31st, driven, at times, by gale force winds. And yet they

came: GIGI HAROLD from Cape Cod; GLORIA CLYNE from
Greenwood Lake and over a hundred other brave souls from
Manhattan and the suburbs. Inside La Maganette, as the embers
of old friendships warmed the hearts of the celebrants, the

Tenth Annual Membership Meeting of Peacock North went off
without a hitch. -Well, almost The were six no shows, among
them a special guest, Candice Bergen, whose excuse was that
Danny Quayle refused to babysit.

The Cocktail Hour was a flea market of second hand
information: Yes, PAT TRESE is still writing the book; Ken
Donohue is still free-lancing for the "Port of Authority"; JOE
ANGOTTI is either in Bucharest teaching the Romanian
government how to stage free elections, or in Budapest
counseling Hungarian TV on the use of exit polling in their

. coverage. VERA MAYER was unavailable to confirm or deny.

When the gossip subsided, the party dissolved into groups of
ten, or in some cases nine or eleven, as friends jockeyed
chairs and place settings in order to sit together. At this
point some solid information became available: GINNY SEIPT
free-lancing for the Today Show; LOIS MARINO vice
presidenting at Madison Square Garden; AL VECCHIONE
presidenting at MacNeil/Lehrer Productions; JOAN GIFFORD
influencing the economy on Wall Street; DON and RUTH MEANEY
enjoying retirement in Brielle, New Jersey.

JOHNNY ANDREWS of "Easy Does It" opened a semi-formal
program by recalling the 106th Street studios where he
originated three radio and two television programs each
weekday. A columnist of the time remarked, "Don’t turn on your
water faucet. You might get Andrews."

IRV SOBEL greeted the guests as the representative of the
Florida Retirees--some of us call them Peacock: cont’d Pge. 2.
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by dan grabel

We usually place the two words we’ve entitled this piece at the end
of the article, but you’ll soon realize why we’ve put it at the
top.
In June, Pete Peterson got the word, NBC eould no longer hoot the
25 year club bash, the event that saw new veterans inducted into
the honored group, and gave old vets a chance to meet once more to
renew memories of the "good old days"! We are all sorry to learn
the news -- the event was the victim of more belt tightening, and
is understandable in today’s economy. Managements position is that
the expenditure would be unconscionable while they are planning
more "down-sizing" just about the time the old gang would be
celebrating. One could argue NBC spends plenty of big bucks on
other frills. Maybe it does. But the 25 year event is a high
visibility affair, so it had to go.
The end of an the era is a reflection too, of this day when the
per diem employee is becoming more of a mainstay at 30 Rock than
the cadre of old which saw its tenure as a lifetime contract. We
can still argue that longevity brings with it loyalty and
dedication to the job. But when society thinks that everything
quickly becomes obolete, and that that is okay; that everything
includes veteran employees who may cost more because of the perks.
We might wonder if GE has a 25 year club, and if it does, do
they have an annual gathering ? ?
But maybe it won’t be all bad, this end of the 25 year club
reunion, for it gives us another important reason to be part of
Peacock North. And a great reason to attend several annual
luncheons. As we grow grayer (if not older) we realize more and
| more the important part our colleagues played in our day to day

{ fives fora quarter of century or more. Peacock North provides the

arena to recall the good times, so let’s hear a cheer for the big
bird ! And let’s all show up at our next social ! NBC (and GE)
made it possible to enjoy the current golden years in a reasonably
comfortable fashion, and that’s something retirees in the years to
come will find hard to duplicate. ###

by heino ripp

PN PEOPLE

GENE HAMILTON [ Classy announcer ] writes from Apache Junction in Arizona: The economy being what is, I will take advantage
of the news in PN that it is no longer necessary for those 80 and over to pay dues. I'm coming up to 83 soon, so send me no more

bills !..Peacock North makes great reading ! . ] _
I came to NY in 1934 - after years in Cleveland (WTAM with John Royal, and Chicago, all NBC). Gene promises a letter if he can

recall some interesting events. [We’ll be delighted, Gene]. Sends " Best Wishes to anyone old enough to remember me"....

signed

Gene Hamilton - "Dr. Gino" to music lovers... GEORGE COX writes he can’t get to the lunches for a while, cause he took a part time

job with a ban

k- Drives around Poughkeepsie, Newburgh highland and Marlborough. Thanks for thinking about us George, come when vou

can.... I sent IRA SKUTCH a copy of PN [Dir/Produc’r I've Got a Secret -Match game plus other Goodson Todman:contd Page 4.
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MORE PEOPLE cont'd fm Pge 1.

[[The Previous Newsletter was published before La

Maganette bash. Because I didn’t get back from Barcelona

till the middle of August, some of these items are a bit

old, but felt we should include them, for they’re really

timeless.]]

shows, also director in the 50’s] . He moved to

California in 1972 from Old Greenwich, Conn. His 2 kids
are grown.. Left Goodson Todman in ’83 resolving-to
never do anything that he didn’t want to, and has pretty
well stuck-to that. (How many of us have said that??).

He is still busy; produced a play with Charles Nelson

Rielly, an artistic success, but financial disaster.

Decided theater has become too expensive a hobby. Now is
busy with a word processor editing oral histories for the
Director’s Guild. While working on a volume about live
TV directors and AD’s, did an interview with ADRIAN
LURACHI (Hallmark Hall of Fame plus many others) who
lives nearby, is well and semi-retired.. Ira sends his

best to all who remember his from really early live
television... GLORIA CLYNE cleaning out her desk, since
Betty Furness was fired, but has developed a wait and see
attitude. You all saw her at La Maganette She’s been at
NBC since 1943.... EDDIE BAND’S spouse KIM sang with her
chorus at Carnegie Hall the Saturday before La Mag Bash.
A show biz gal.. Ed was at the Spring Classic Golf

outing... BRYANT GUMBLE is going around with a cast on
his right hand. While KATIE COURIC was in Barcelona,
Bryant had gone on an African safari, and encountered an
unfriendly rhino.with his land rover. Bryant came out
better than his partner..(more in 30 Rock).... DICK
WILLIAMS (ex cameraman) sold his home in Staten Island
and has moved to Sequim, Washington. Invites any old
timers to a free dinner while they’re driving on the

Olympic peninsula. Phone: 683-8101... LOUISE PAPPAS has
been quite ill and wishes to thank the NBC folks who have
sent many kind notes of encouragement. All of PN wishes
you a speedy recovery.... VIC ROBY chides PN for leaving
out a couple of words out of his poem in the Poet’s

Corner. Thank goodness that damaged only the rythem, not
the reasoning, says he... SHERMAN HILDRETH (Wash. D.C.)
was shown the Newsletter by Paul Kirrkamm. Would like to
be a regular reader. Indicates in a note that probably

there might be others not aware of P.N. So -Show someone
your copy.... BILL McCONNELL ( Madison Sq. Garden)
gifted Mr. & Mrs Richard Arlett membership to P.N. He
was on Today Show, she is currently an Executive Sec.

Mr. & Mrs ARNIE DICK enjoying Florida, then off to Italy
for their 40th anniversary, a gift from their children.

Nice huh ?... BOB HANNA settling in after their
earthquake experiences, still busy with CATV and lawyer-
ing still thinking with VINNIE DiPIETRO about a Peacock
West... DOC POTTER sends in a correction to last month’s
caption to the 1947 photo of what a TV field crew had to
lug around. Left to right, he says it was Carlos Clark,
Walter Mullaney, O. Tamburri, himself Doc Potter, Frank
Macardle, unnamed truck driver, and Bill Waterbury.
Sorry Doc, but I remembered them as I indicated, but
then, you were there ! [heino].... DORIS & CHARLIE
TESSER notes that they have been travelling and knocking
around enjoying life. You seem to have found the
definition of retirement. Can’t ask for any more than

that !.... GENE ROWLAND with NBC special effects more
than 42 years, discovered someone’s Newsletter -glommed
the membership application and now he can show his copy
to some unsuspecting prospective PN-er. Nice to have you
with us Gene... PHYLLIS & JERRY HOCHMAN celebrated their
25th anniversary on March 19. Daughter Stephanie
graduated from Cornell, plans to go to Med School; and
son Peter completes 1st year college at SSU.N.Y.

Eventful year for you all. Congrats.... Gloria Clyne

sent us a memo from Rich Cervini and Paula Walker re: JAY
MILLER. After 37 years of dedicated service to WNBC-TV is
leaving [May] to free-lance direct and teach. He has

been part of hundreds of shows, directed "Live at Five"

when it first went on and helped, give it a distinctive

look. We wish him well and thank him for the class and
profession-alism he has brought to Channel 4. (couldn’t

have said better ourselves] Good luck Jay from all of us

at PN.... JOE MERGNER (audio & video engineering) rightly
writes indignantly: with all the hoopla about the 40th
anniversary of the Today show, how about mentioning some
of the people that made it all possible ? First the

audio-video management, Chester Rackey & Don Castle..
Construction super Dave Maloney. Construction men Frank
Connoly, Joe Mergner.. Belmont Electric who ran pipes

and cables from TVC under 49th Street to the Exhibition

Pge 4.

Hall.. All the field maintenance men who had to find and
repair enough cable and audio & video equipment to make
the control room work.. All the Radio City maintenance
men who had to run miles of coax cable and adjust all the
technical parameters to the satisfaction of Tiny Carson,
the transmission chief. Also Tony Rokosz our former
controller for the ham net. These are but a few of the
ones involved in getting the Exhibition Hall on the air
and keeping it on. You're right Joe, one tends to forget
that there is an army of talent behind the cameras,
otherwise none of these shows would reach one anniversary
no less their 40th... ( Keep those letters coming guys
and gals!).... PETE CALEBRESE out of hospitals with
triple bypass, and then hip replacement. All mended now
and back in action... DOROTHEA & BILL DeLANNOY write
Peg & Pete Peterson "It is so generous of you to work on
this lovely luncheon get-together. We appreciate it very
much"... ANNE PACURA'’s [early tv scheduling] husband VIC
IOMBARDO retired July 1st with 34 years with NBC. When GE
sold the radio network, Vic transferred to the E.J group.
(SEE "Letters" for more of Anne’s story)[It’s nice to
hear from you]... GARY SMITH & DWIGHT HEMION produced
the inaugural gala for Ronald Reagan in 1985, the
Democratic convention in 1988 and now the same in
N.Y.C... JOHNNY ANDREWS sent us a card from Sweden. He
does 4 concerts every 12 day "Princess" cruise. Says the
Baltic is gorgeous these days and they have 24 hrs of
daylight. Audiences are very responsive. Wonder is they
stop off at Estonia ? Says "Talking to you-all gave me a
feeling of being re-born"... more from Johnny further on
in this newsletter...

Heard at La Maganette:
Message from MIKE SHERLOCK: Greetings to all of you -
wish I could have joined you - and given my good wishes
in person... RITA STIPO is having a ball working for
Michael. It’s been a year already and we never have a
dull day! Hope we can all get together next time! P.S.
Rita will be celebrating her 42nd year at NBC in October,
and she can truly say I've loved almost every minute...
DOLORES TAYLOR PARYLAK couldn’t wait to attend La
Mag luncheon. Says it’s her 1st meeting with PN. Great
to see all my old friends from the old days. She worked
at NBC from 1950 thru 1958 in Development Engineering as

. secretary to Lew Hathaway and Dudley Goodale. These two

men were truly TV pioneers and developers. I remember
spending several weeks in Newport, Rhode Island in a Navy
helicopter with Lew setting up an airborne camera to
broadcast shots of an "America Cup" race. Today it’s
routine. They were responsible for many of the
innovative TV systems that we today take for granted, and
Dolores helped them get out the info, and did all those

things to keep these scientists on the right track. Your
coffee wasn’t bad either Dolores. Say Dolores, where 1s

Helen Jost today, secretary to Doc Shelby ? ?.... .
MURIEL KIRKPATRICK MacPHERSON promised to bring some
Today photos to the La Maganette luncheon, and she did

and you can see some of them elsewhere in the newsletter.
She’s the one with the cigar. She was the TODAY weather

girl years ago. Now, a mother of four, grandmother of 2,
teaching freshman English and doing Real Estate.... ALEDA
ROGNONE MESRUP, who summed up the Today Show for bashful
MARIE FINNEGAN: Aleda, sec to unit mgr., later Prod Ass’t
with Marie, prod Asst Tonight Show, Comm’l coordinator,
Director of Publicity, WPIX -then --three daughters. Now

- Dean, The College for Human Services.. Months ago,

Marie suggested we celebrate the 40th Anniv. along with

our Bash, and we were very happy to see such big TODAY
group present... GEORGE & FRANCESCA PETERS divide time
between Pompano Beach and N.J.; on Board of Mental Health
Group of N.J,, and Fran elected President this term....
MOLLIE & IRVING SOBEL spending 6 months in Hollywood,
Florida and 6 months in Monticello, the Catskql Mts. .
FLORENCE KIMMEL , recently retired, keeping busy in
Rockland County in Mental Health system - did a large

Public Employee Reunion - Very active in community

affairs etc.. enjoyed La Maganette reunion.... '
LUCILLE CASEY ex TODAY Show P.A. -Cu{rent_ly Special
Education teacher s aide (7th and 8th gra_lde) -lives in

New Jersey with husband Bill. Son married, lives 1n

Boston, works for Fidelity Investnéentls. Da]tlgk?ter lives

in Group Home, works in Easter Seals workshop....

BARBAl%A TROSTLE (not sure of spelling, H.) ex TODAY Show
P.A. -working for money management firm. She had a
daughter who works for J ANE PAULEY on Dateline ! BILL
deLANNOY & DOROTHEA flew to San Fran in June. After
Spain & Greece, they may continue seeing U S A. Says We

are accomplished baby sitters, by way of three grand

cont’d Pge. 6.





















At Nixon Visit to China:
Leon Dobbin (right) telling Walt Werner
he looks like a prisoner in his Mao outfit.

Pge 11.

MORE 30 ROCK

Another president’s son is trying to make it big on the tuie.
This time its Steven Ford, Jerry’s son, who will host an NBC
series titled "Secret Service"..... And for modern day
"moxie", (definitely not a modern descriptive term), how’s
this: Reporter Faith Daniels, hosting a half hour NBC talk
sjow she feels is too brief, urged her audience to telephone
John Miller, chief of daytime progtramming, top expand it !

rHEEFF cont’d Page 12.

MORE PEOPLE cont'dfm Page 6.
artist, manicurist (not nails).. Look forward to PN
functions to keep in touch with uncountable friends and
cohorts of NBC. I do miss the annual Shop Steward bash..
Was nice to see RUTH & DON MEANEY attending La
Maganette luncheon. My two shi-tzsu doggies tore apart
the yellow paper with most of Don’s comments from La Mag,
but if I pieced it together OK, he indicated that Julian
(Goodman) still with Gannett, thus still in News. The
rest was all chewed up. I'll have to feed those guys more
often; but they did seem to have enjoyed the paper !

Gee, might try that.

#HH#H
The NBC HAM RADIO NET is still going strong.
HANK FOLKERTS AND JOE KOLB are the controllers and
are doing a great job of keeping it going. I’ve been on
a bit and ANDY ANDERSON, BILL MILLER, BOB JUNCOSA
(fm Calif) ED WACKERNAGLE, also fm Calif., RICK BERMAN
now has his license and enjoys him new found hobby,
JIM KNEELAND, KEN ARBER, JOHN WARD, Bungee jumper
JOHN RICE, BOB HIGGINS, HAROLD MOFSEN,
JOHN LOUGH, FRED WAGNER AND TOM LYMAN are on
quite frequently.

Ham, ROY NEAL, W6DUE, ex NBC Space, Science Newsman
had a nice article about him in the AARL UPDATE, amateur
radio newsletter, Stephen Mendelsohn, Director. The
Amateur Radio League tries to bring amateur radio to
children. The Shuttle mission STS-45 carried five
astronauts that were hams. Thousands of students from
the U.S. and Canadian Schools and youth groups in eight
foreign countries participated in voice contacts with the
astronauts aboard. Roy then was part of a team that
blitzed the media, CBS, ABC, NBC TV &, radio, USA
TODAY, Newsday, 7 major Newspapers and more, with a
massive campaign to publicize these events. Congrats to
all of you. I've heard Roy on the air, but not on the NBC
daily "Ham Net".... Speaking of NBC Ham Net, Hank
Folkerts mentioned that O. TAMBOURRI and JIM BLANEY had
indicated interest in getting their license. Good luck
to both of you, hope both you make it, we could use
another Calif. station; for many times currently the
East coast fellows can’t talk to everyone, (due to
propagation quirks,) and could act as a controller. So
hurry it up Tambo & Blane! RUTH STONE, noted that she
couldn’t attend Picco luncheon cause she don’t drive (
guess we’ll have to remedy that some day). Also let us
know that ALEIDA ARTZE retired on August 28 after 28
years at NBC, must be her lucky number! On September
4th, PAT DONEGAN, after 38 years. Ruthe announces that
on October 30th, after 28 years, she’ll be checking out,
retiring, going to vamoose.. Says they’re all as happy as
canbe ! !.... The RCA Retiree and Ex-RCA Luncheon
Group just passed their, yes, 16th Birthday! From a group
of three who met in the Harrison Cafeteria in 1976, they
have grown to 1600 members. Congratulations folks. Tells
you something about people wanting to keep in touch ...
JOHN SCUOPPO (former V.P. NBC Entertainment) missed La
Maganette, but cruised the Caribbean instead. Three weeks
later spouse and he flew off to Austria and Italy
welcoming Vienna, Salzburg, Innsbruck, Florence, Siena,
Assisi, and Rome..And Now, Back to New York!.. John was
seen at work at J.Crew, wearing a tie with the famous NBC
"N"onit. (the same "N" that the station in Nebraska
said was their logo) A lady, Ellen Hergen, saw the tie
and said "Gee, my dad used to work at NBC" So did I John
responded. Suddenly it hit him that Jim Hergen was the
former VP of Sales, Special Programs at NBC with whom he
had the pleasure of working. Ellen was told about PN, and
John thought that her dad would like to become a member.
He suggested a gift membership. Well, JIM HERGEN is now
a PN member, and we welcome him and the rest of the NEW
MEMBERS... Please turn to Page 22.

for Late People POTPOURRI
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_.Pge 18,

a video robotics consultant and T.D’d weekends in Radio City
as a freelancer; married to Charlie Moore [audio] not too
long ago, and looked terrific even with little sleep.

We had a British "O.B." [outside broadcast] van manned by
CLIVE, ROBERT and PAUL from London, who were very
knowledgeable, helpful and also pleasant to be with. MARK
TRAUB appeared as our stage manager, always having things
under control. Our crew members were all terrific, except for
one who distinguished himself on his first day as being a
misfit...

During a rehearsal, guess who climbed into our mobile unit ?
CEO BOB WRIGHT with some GE brass and wives. He was
dressed for the weather, wearing shorts and sun glasses. We
schmoozed a while; was almost 4 years to the day when the
same scenario was played in Seoul. He gladly let me take a
photo, especially for P.N. which you’ll find on the Barcelona
foto page.

Met ROBERT VAN RY at the Broadcast Center, where he had
been stage managing with Bob Costas in Prime Time.... Worked
with KAREN SULLIVAN, she did prompter for Dick and Katie...
Also bumped into Pn-er JOHN LIBRETTO at the Big? Bash at
the Bull ring after closing ceremonies. He had directed Pay-
Per-View, and actually had a good time.... Met GINNY SEIPT
one day working the Olympics, didn’t see her sister.

At our venue, we had a kitchen going for lunches, manned
by delightful British ladies, who were teachers on holiday,
JANICE, CLAIRE, and SOPHIE.... Sometimes driving us, and
our stars around were JUAN, PERE and LOURDES, (a special
abrazo to her) all young Barcelona residents who enjoyed
conversing in English and Spanish with us. PACO, a local
Spanish fellow, ran the elevator, and you should see him
mambo at the Bash! Put us all to shame. One security guard was
a Cuban, who had worked in TV for 25 years, then was forced to
flee the Castro regime. Went to Spain with his family, and
left his parents there, probably never to see them again, very
sad. The other security guard was a nice lady, a teacher,
YOLANDA, who wants to come to the U.S. and teach. Then there
were the folks as translators and runners. Wish I were 25

i | i JioSE RA ) tried to teach us

all how to juggle, not TV biz, but circus type juggling 3
balls. He and Alan did good, but the rest -
well--, time ran out.. Just names to you but dear friends now
to me. A delightful and energetic group.

Our crew was blessed with two outstanding fellows, our A-2
ALAN STRUTHERS from Las Vegas and cameraman
JEFF ZACHARY from San Diego. First, they were gentlemen, next,
best at what they do, pleasant even under duress, and wonderful
guys to have around. I sincerely hope we cross paths again
sometime, next time I promise you breaks and a full lunch

ALONZO ROBERTS from 6th Hour News TD’d one of the
Pay-per-view programs. Met him as I was going into to some
laundry at a crazy hour. Guess he’s been going to the same gym
as Joe Piscopo. Looking good Alonz!...

I talked on the air, to Ham operator EA3OT, Mike in
Barcelona, when I came home. Mike said ROY NEAL of NASA -
Houston fame, called him when in Barcelona, but never got to
see each other. Mike and friends set up a complete amateur
station in the Olympic village so the athletes could send
messages home for free. Nice gesture....

Lastly, after the Closing Ceremonies, NBC set up a "Wrap
Party" in a Bull Ring in town. Everyone was looking forward to
this, for it was finally over, and I guess needed a drink.

Started at midnight. As I walked in, there were sets of three
tables going around the perimeter, except where the Orchestra
was set up. Beer, Sangria & ? some special Spanish bread-cake
and Pizza were set up. Once the music started, it was hundreds
of watts of painful noise, which wiped out any chance of
conversation. When the live music stopped, we all almost
applauded for some would be silence, but noooooo ! On came
recorded music, equally painfully overly loud!

Not quite the elegant Seoul wrap, with their multiple bar
set-ups, with different music for each, very elegant poolside
outside meal service with waiters everywhere, with an orchestra
gently playing and one could easily meander and actually hear
each other.

I don’t remember seeing any brass in the Bull Ring, rumor
had it that they all were on the cruise liner in the harbor,
where the clients had been housed, having a - yes, wrap
party... R.H.L.P., rank has its privileges. Since I had passed
my threshold of pain barrier right after the downbeat, and had
a very early airport bus, I left about 3 am shortly after the
beer had disappeared.

Allin all in retrospect, it wasn’t the greatest remote I've
been on. I don’t believe I'm a chronic complainer, twelve hour
at-the-site days one can stand, but not for a whole month, and
I bet everyone would have given anything to have ONE day off
just before activities began... I believe everyone gave their
all, freely. I sensed that most felt they were beat upon, and
the worst scenarios became the "set rules". Our meal periods
were usually 15 to 20 minutes a day; first air day, 11 hrs on
fax and grudgingly given two S minute breaks. And I had it
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rta but t body doesn’t stop its normal
just because we’re doing an Olympics. Also, when everyone is
with you, things go great! I've seen that in almost S0 years

unae

Now that it is a few weeks later, am at my home, and have
caught up with some of the usual chores, have had my own cup of
coffee - slept in my own bed and so on, I can sit back and
think a bit. It was an experience, and I was there, met some
nice people, Estonians even, -losing seven pounds, did have
some tappas, learned some more Spanish -- well it wasn’t a
total, and ves, I was paid too... H.

DP.N. CELEBRATES
FIFTH BILTHDAY
AT PI1CCO

Peacock North marked its fifth anniversary on 1

Sunday, Sept 13th. with a luncheon party (dutch
treat) at Picco Lissimo restaurant in Fort Lee, New
Jersey and some 30 retirees and spouses showed up
for a lunchtime of good cheer. A nice birthday cake
made it festive and Pete Petersom, our major domo,
reported we have a roster of 550 people (have you
paid your dues?).. Several first timers showed up -(
see PN people - Potpourri), and they wondered why
they hadn't come sooner. While the sound of Ft.
Lee, New Jersey may sound far off to New Yorkers,
your editor drove down from Westchester and
really, really it was only a 35 minute trip. Could
take longer to get across Brooklyn.. and you'd still

be in Brooklyn! So next time for PiccoLissimo Mini

lunch, which will be in 1993, "come on over"! !

Dick Dudley’s
Old Timer Quiz
WHO SAID THAT ?

Years and years ago Dick was the announcer for a quiz show
titled "Who Said That," during which prominent news men were
quizzed on quotes from news of the week. With that as his
inspiration, Dick has come up with this list of familiar lines
uttered by once famous radio and TV stars. See how many you
recall. And if you can’t recall them, turn to page ___ for
the answers.

1- "Do you have a match?"

2-"Wanna buy a duck?"

3- "Heigh ho, everybody"

4- When threatened "Your money or your life!" his reply was

"Let me think about it."

5- "Peace"

6- "The Devil made me do it"

7- "I'll slice you into a Venetian blind"

8- "There’s good news tonight."

9- "Goodnight and 30"

10- "One hundred, er, would you believe fifty?"

11- "And away we go"

12- "Your obedient servant --"

13- "Round and round she goes and where she stops nobody knows"
14- "How do you do, ladies and gentlemen, how do you do"

15- "Give that lady in the balcony 50 silver dollars"

16- Who said "Who said that?" on the show titled WHO SAID THAT

ANSWERS to Who Said That? on Pge 26.






CHINA 1972 - RE=VISITED Pge 2o.

At The Great Wall of China, with Chinese counterparts and ABC & CBS staff. : Ty
From center fellow squatting: Left to Right; Tony Piwowar, Hank Heustis, Peter Groom, Leon Dobbin..Where’s Billy

Goetz and Walt Werner and Ernie Thiel? Guess they hadn’t finished their Peking Duck and weren’t allowed to go...
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Twenty years ago, a group of engineers, technicians, news producers, reporters and others from the three networks helped to

make history as president Richard Nixon opened up the "Bamboo Curtain" by visiting Red China. Thirty six technicians, including 12 from
NBC, were given permission by the Chinese government to enter the country. We pooled our skills and worked together to make the trip a
technical success.

We began the journey at Kennedy Airport by boarding a TWA Boeing 707 at Hangar 12, on the morning of Saturday, January 29th, 1972.
ecause the plane was loaded with electronic equipment ;g_@.dﬁjt'o 1o personnel, it was necessary to make refueling stops along the way.

Op Wa am, : everal days before he Eﬁsﬁg f(ﬁﬁuanghai, On February 1st, we took off and landed in

Shanghai, where we were treated to a sumptuous banquet before taking on a Chinese navigator and flying on to Peking (now Beijing).

In Peking, A red carpet was laid out on the airstrip and many men and women, dressed in blue Mao jackets, came out to greet us. We
were taken into the airport building and over Chinese tea, were introduced to our Chinese counterparts. We were then bussed through the
city, past Tienamen Square, The Great Hall of the People, past huge posters of Marx and Lenin, and on to the Hotel of the Nationalities,
where we would stay for the next 30 days, the first American contingent of this size to be in China in over 25 years. For those of us
who were there, it was an exhilarating experience and one that none of us will ever forget.

We set up the broadcasting facility at the airport, in a square one-story cinder block building that had been constructed for us by
the Chinese before our arrival. All the broadcast equipment, including the power generators, were flown in and set up by the combined
network crews with the help of the Chinese technicians. This included two truck mobile units supplied by ABC and CBS. The installation
was completed in time for Nixon arrival, three weeks later on Monday, February 21st. Those three weeks gave us time to see the sights
and hear the sounds of the city, strange by our standards, but exciting and new. We were given a list of places that were permitted for
us to visit, and after our working hours (8am to 6pm), we would be taken by bus to some utterly fascinating places. Among were the
Forbidden City, The Great Wall of China, The Ming Tombs, The Summer Palaces of the Emperors, and an Acupuncture hospital. At the
hospital we watched at arms length away, operations using acupuncture as the only form of anesthesia. Many of us with weaker stomachs
passed on this one.

As I recall the trip that above the sights and sounds of China were the gratifying people-to-people experiences. We found our Chinese
counterparts to be warm and friendly, though shy and reserved. They were living in a society that was austere, and had a standard of
living that was quite far behind ours. I remember asking our Chinese interpreter Mr. Chung if he would like to own a car instead of a
bicycle. He responded that automobiles polluted the air so he would rather have a bike. A very diplomatic answer, but I’m sure an
automobile was far beyond his reach.. Shortly into our stay, some of the group broke out with a rash on their bump. Medics examined
those affected. Shortly a letter from the "White House Doctors" diagnosed it as the "Baboon Syndrome", caused by paint pigment in the
toilet seats. Their prescription was "sit on the porcelain part" of the toilet. Shortly, new seats arrived from Washington no less..

Another day I was walking with videoman Walt Werner, and heard a loud booom! A huge soldier immediately stopped us, raised his hand to
motion us away. I said thank you, then he answered in excellent English, You’re welcome !( PS The boom was from subway construction)

I left China on the press plane on February 28th with a few technicians and the press corps. Just before the plane took off, I
decided to take a farewell picture. I went to the door and looked out and there were four of my Chinese counterparts smiling, looking up
and waving goodbye. I was surprised and very touched. It was a fitting end to the best "remote" of my NBC career !

Hank Heustis (ex video tape) =
_July 26, 1992 Checking out her
> L toy dolls and
Chinese herbs
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In China 1972: Barbara Walters ,
preparing for her historic broadcasts.

In China 1972: You'll recognize young John Chancellor
& Dan Rather at right of pix. (A press informant said
‘twas actually Geo. Bush).
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Ed Hymoff, newsman: Ed worked in NBC
Radio 1950-60 and helped create "Monitor".

He died in Belmont Mass, in mid June at age
67, after a brief illness. Over the years, Ed

had worked for the World Telegram & Sun,
Int’] News Service, CBS, and covered Korean
War for a group of New England papers. While
at PBS, he developed their satellite

broadcast system connecting 500 radio and TV
stations. He was consulting for U.S.L.A,

Voice of America, league of women voters,
helping produce the 1980 Presidential
debates. During WW II, Ed worked for the
O.S.S. and that cloak and dagger agency was
the subject of several books he wrote.

Leon Chromak, passed away early
September. Leon was a T.D. in Washington
D.C., and was associated with "Meet The
Press" and Nightly News for many years.

Vern Swiger, longtime NBC cameraman and
field ops engineer passed away on April 5th.
Vern worked for NBC 31 years and was 77 years
of age. There wasn’t an important News remote
from Washington that Vern wasn’t called to
participate in.

Russel Strebel. His wife Evelyn and
daughter Susan informed PN on Sept 15, of the
passing of her dad, from a heart attack at
the age of 79. He had worked for NBC 48
years, 1930-78. Russell worked in "traffic".
Family resides in Queens.

Bob Johnston. We have no details, but Bob
was in his eighties. He had been a long time
radio audio engineer at NBC N.Y. There he did-
the sound for Arturo Toscanini and the NBC
Symphony in 8H. Also Bob had worked on "Your
Show of Shows", a live hour and a half on
Saturday nights, starring Sid Caesar, Imogine
Cocoa, Carl Reiner, Howard Morris and many

’s era =

quiet and competent man who had a great ear
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for sound, especially music balance.

Johnny Pawlek, who was based in Burbank
and was Bob Hope’s favorite audio man, going
wherever Bob chose to put on a radio or TV
show. I have no further details, but he
always did a great sound job and was a very
pleasant person to have around.

Bill States was originally from New York,
was one of the truly pioneers of modern TV.
Was in the NBC development group around 1939
+ /- putting on the early TV programs. Then
most of the group went into the Navy to
develop flight TV egpt. From there returning
just before war ended to TV broadcasting. He
TD’d many of the early TV programs(1944-on).
Bill was living in California when he passed
away.

Mrs. Jack Burrell. Ed Stoltzenberger gave
us the sad news of Jack’s wife passing away
in California.. I have no details. (Jack was
also like Bill States, at NBC, then Navy,
doing similar early TV work. After
retirement I had heard that Jack had gone to
Africa, and in his 70’s had learned to fly
and was flying a piper cub there.) Kathleen
Greene. PN was notified on Sept 15, that
Kathy had died in Florida. Kathy served at
NBC a long time as an AD and director. She
resided in Manhattan and was in Florida about
to buy a condo. She suffered from cancer.
During treatment she contracted pneumonia,
from which she passed away. We all remember
her for her pleasant, personable attitude,
and generally upbeat great attitude, as well
as her competence. We shall all miss her.

All the members of Peacock North reach
out with sympathy and condolances to the

~ families of our dparted friends. ——

' Begin "CONCENTRATION" ON Page 24.

Norm Blumenthal, Bobbi Arm

obClayton, Hugh Downs

A DProducer Remembers










ANSWEDRS TO QuUIZ &
"WHO SAID THAT ?"

1- Columbo - Peter Falk

2- Joe Penner

3- Rudy Vallee

4- Jack Benny

S- Dave Garroway

6- Flip Wilson (as Gertrude)

7- W.C. Fields to Charlie McCarthy

8- Newsman Gabriel Heater

9- Newsman Walter Winchell

10- Smart on "Get Smart"

11- Jackie Gleason

12- Orson Welles (On Mercury Theater)
13- Major Bowes (On The Amateur Hour)
14- Norman Brokenshire

15- Dr. 1.Q.

16- Walter Kiernan

Herb Oxman Frank Gaeta

Now they look really retired !

PRODUCER REMEMBERS cont’d fm Pge. 24.

We did indeed have a lot to learn. Improperly labeled tapes were
shown an the wrong days, and once the same show was aired on two
successive days. The audience thought they were reliving the
previous day. Several irate employers would not believe their
employees’ stories about being out sick for a few days. How sick
could they have been, if they could come to New York and appear on
a game show? We had to explain that shows were taped during those
people’s vacations. We added to the public’s confusion by wishing
them a nice weekend on a Tuesday, or talking about a sunny day in
the middle of a blizzard. To make matters worse, if we were pre-
empted, that particular show would be played back the following

' In November of 1963 John F. Kennedy was assassinated in Dallas,
Texas. All producers were ordered to check their upcoming tapes
for any reference to the late President. Perhaps the producer of
WORD FOR WORD did not realize the double meaning of a joke
made on a show taped a month earlier. A contestant was introduced
as,"hailing from Dallas, Texas." The host, Merv Griffin, faked a
western drawl and asked if she had "checked her guns at the door."
The studio audience in October, when the show was taped, thought
it was funny. The home audience in November, when it was shown
thought it was in disgracefully poor taste, Even though it was not
his fault, Merv had to make a painful plea for understanding the
next day, on the air.

Today, thanks to video tape, five game shows can be ground out in
one day. In the early days, it took the better part of one day to

do one show. We had to set and strike on a daily basis. Now,

they can pretape until they drop from exhaustion. Economically it
is far more feasible to produce in this manner (but not for the
pocketbooks of the technical crews). Artistically, it is often
disgraceful. Multiple-tapings in one day force the shows to adapt
to simple, consistent procedures that give them a neatly packaged,
"wrapped-in-saran" look. The only deviation from their
established norm, is the difference between the first and last
shows taped. After a long, hard day of taping, the crew starts
becoming giddy and often sloppy. Like the mass production line of
the automotive industry, the last car off the assembly line can be
areal lemon. It’s often easy to spot the last show off the

taping assembly line.

. Video tape has also created another strange paradox. Many

5 producers and directors, not around during the pre-tape era, are
deathly afraid to do a live show. They know of no other way but
_to rely on the safety blanket provided by the post-production
facility. We had no such alternative.

A wonderful sense of reality, spontaneity and excitement
accompanied the live production. Whenever some unexpected minor
| catastrophe occurred, the show had to get on, and it did. We had
‘more than our share of problems, like players who were so nervous
o they fainted on the set (one actually had a heart attack, but
it fortunately survived); overly-tranquilized contestants who became

]

so comfortable in their seats, they wouldn’t leave after they
lost; our game board catching fire while on the air; all of the
inadvertent indiscretions from contestants and even the talent.

Bob Clayton, our announcer, before taking over as host, once gave
an interesting description of a prize. Copy for a water craft
concluded with the words, "... and features twin screws for
pleasure cruising and fishing." An obvious reference to the
outboard motors. Accidentally, Bob said, " ... and features twin
cruise for pleasure screwing a fishing." Even the unflappable Hugh
Downs had his embarrassing moments.

from your card that you’ve been married eight years and have a
nine ...", he paused briefly, and continued, "a nine year old
son?" He tossed the card aside, remarking that the typist had made
a mistake. But Jane looked up at him and calmly said, "She didn’t
Hugh, I do have a nine year old son." As the laughter died down,
Hugh decided to stop the interview, and start the contest, with

the usual words, "You know how the game is played, don’t you?"
With that, the audience exploded. These were mild ones, some of
the others are not fit to print.

Our only salvation was the one minute commercial. We were blessed
with sixty seconds to replace a faulty mike, camera or burned-out
light bulb. If more time was required, I’d try to capitalize on

the situation. I would come back up on a close-up of the
electrician atop the ladder, play mysterious background music, and
cue the audience applause when the task was completed. This bit
of "ad-lib" producing worked every time. By letting the audience
in on our problems, they became part of our family and sweated it
out along with us. It also proved we were human. Lights blew out
in their homes didn’t they? We never pretended to be perfect or
infallible. Looking back on it, I have to admit that I actually
welcomed an occasional break(down) in the routine, provided it
wasn’t too catastrophic. Part of the charm of those shows was
their unpredictability, and that kept them entertaining and far
from routine.

We tried to produce shows that were real in every way, announcer
fluffs, wrong shots, and even occasional cuss words could not be
erased. We lived with it, and enjoyed every minute. And so did
the viewers. P.S.: I’d like to thank all the wonderful people I
worked with, who made my days at NBC so unforgettable.
CONCENTRATION had such a long run, I guess we had just
about every technician, unit manager, scenic designer and
stagehand who ever worked at the network. I dare not, and will
not forget all the other departments for their part in the success
of this and all the other departments for their part in the

success of this and all the other shows we did together. You
people spoiled me. Regardless of where my career took me, I was
never able to find the talent and professionalism that came so
naturally to all of you. Even though we were young and eager, we
built an industry. We all have the right to be proud. .....
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