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Introduction

Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC)
systems provide a means to communicate for individuals
who cannot verbally speak. There are many different types
of AAC systems such as grid displays, visual scene displays,
and even sign language.

Methods

A comprehensive search was conducted in order
to locate and review peer-reviewed literature
pertaining to the efficacy of low- and high-tech
VSDs. Search terms included “pediatrics,
communication, AAC, VSD, technology,
assessment, and intervention.” The research was
assessed via an 11-point rating scale

that determined the reliability and validity of
each study. A total of 8 articles met criteria and
were evaluated.

Visual Scene Displays

Visual Scene Displays (VSD) are a type of AAC system used
for children and adolescents with complex communication
needs (CCN). VSDs differ from more traditional forms of
AAC, such as grid displays, because they present
communication opportunities in a contextually rich
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