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Hon. Jas. P.Bree,
National Secretary,

c/o Albany Hotel,
Denver,Colorado, *

Dear Sir & Bro:
I hand you herein ray check No.46 for $4.00 in 

payment of per capita tax as per bill rendered to the State Board. 
Please acknowledge receipt.

Fraternally yours,
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Butte.Montana, i/o s

Mr. Jas. P, Bree,
National Sec*3’’ A,

New Haven, Conn, ’̂ V
Bear Sir & Bro:-

Your favor of Aug, 26th received.
The action of the hoard of directors in reference to the 

Michigan suit meets v/ith my approval, I have read the letter 
of Attorney Phillips, and do not see where oulT organization has any 
chance to appeal the case. Our friends in Michigan appear to have 
placed themselves in this position through their own carelesness, 
and I do not see where the national hoard can do anything to help 
them. However, I am perfectly willing to abide hy any action 
that may be decided upon In this case by the national president and 
yourself.

I wish to thank you very much for your photo, which I received 
a few da3'̂s since, I have none of my own or wô l̂d send you one in
return. As soon as I have any taken will be glad to return the 
compliment.

We held our state convention about ten days ago. It was a 
very enthusiastic and harmonious gathering— said to be the most 
successful ever held in this state. My only objection to the pro­
ceedings is, that they forced me to again accept the office of state 
president, much against own wishes and better judgment. However,



Jas, P. Bree,-2

we will try to do the beet we can.
Acting upon suggestions made in my report, the convention 

authorized the state board to use at any time all available funds at 
their disposal, for the purpose of organization and increasing the 
membership within our state, and also authorized the board to levy 
an assessment for that purpose, if necessary.

The ladles auxiliary held their convention at the same time.
I had to spend some few hours with them, which I am ungallant enough 
to confess was harder work than the two days spent in the men s 

convention.
I am at your service at any and all times to aid you in any way 

in my power in building up our order.
Yours fraternally,

/
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James P, Bree, Kat'l Sec’y A.O.H.,
902 Chapel St,,

New Haven, Conn.
Dear Sir & Bro:-

I herewith enclose a letter from Alice Keegan, of 
Portland, Oregon, which is self-explanatory, I have written her to 
proceed in the preparations for organizing; that I did not know what 
authority I had to empower her to organize, but that I would immediately 
forward her letter to you and you would send her as soon as possible 
the necessary authority not only to organize the city of Portland, 
but the state of Oregon as well. Will you please give the matter your 
immediate attention, so that Mrs, Keegan's ardor may not bo dampened 
by any unnecessary delay?

While on this subject I would like to know what authority, if 
any, I have in matters pertaining to the L, A, I have never 
visited any of their meetings, because I have never felt that 
I had the right or atithorifcy to do so. On the other hand, inasmuch 
as I receive from you their merchandise, I think perhaps that the 
office of National Director may empower me to visit them when I feel 
it is to their interests that I should do so. There are numerous 
(ffsSeSs|ons here in the L, A., as is natural among the ladies. Their
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troubles are all brought to me for adjustment, and I am somewhat 
crippled from the fact that I have to meet them individually and 
not when they are all together. When they appeal to me on any 
question I simply give them my opinion as an individual or as an 
officer of the A.O.H,, but have never yet claimed the right to 
settle any disputed point as an officer whose desision they are bound 
to accept. It seems to me that the relationship between the two 
orders is somewhat indefinite. Please write me at your earliest 
convenience just what authority, if any, I have to interfere with or 
attempt to adjust their difficulties.

We have now a man traveling over the state to see what the chances 
are for organizing new divisions of the A.O.H, So far he has met 
with but little success. Outside of four or five cities in the 
state people of our race are scarce, and it is hard to get enough 
of them together to organize a division that will hang together.
We are also handicapped by the fact that the Bishop of this diocese 
is a Belgian, and naturally nearly all the priests a)utslde of two or 
three of the larger cities are Belgians who take very little interest 
in the spread of our organization, the majority of them being 
opposed to it, I believe, if they were honest enough to say so.
Our Bishop pretends to be friendly, but I even doubt his sincerity
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in the matter* Our work during the past year in this state was not 
encouraging, but I hope to do very much better the ensuing year.

Hoping that you will be able to immediately r̂rite Miss or Mrs. 
Keegan ( I know not which), and that I amy also hear from you in a



902 Chapel St.,
New Haven, Conn,

Dear Sir & Bro:-
Enclosed please find letter received from Kansas City, 

I wish hereby to give my consent as National Director to an appeal
to the members of our order througiiout the country being allowed, y
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