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| r ORDER OF HIBERNIANS COX-
DRMNED HOP HENDRICKEN FOR ) 3

of the Church, to the
In New York and Ireland, |
are established in this State, on

: . A. o! l'.
T; t:he; hbed;;or of Proeidence Journal and Halletin :
- ULLET.N of last evening I noticed ag
che relative to the Anucient Orddr of Hibernians
:s being denouncea by the Roman Catholic Bisho;}
ere, for secrecy. &c., and a8 a society anting i
xann-mu!ormlry with the rules of ﬂ;e R i
:’,;t:o“c Church t8tablishment., Now sir 'Ofmtm
- .:12 of Providfucv regarded the A, (.) H.. as e
Rg vn‘non detrimental to the interests of he
b(;»ma:l:n(;?ttg:ncvlriuhnu‘m, why, as none othe(:s ﬁl:
g sm.tedtx;iith:h:2;(&!r.-;ightforwardIy twao
- * the order was not on :
,::t‘:;)o“c coul'd consistently belong to © "\“:hv:h(;(i ?
ardinal Cullen, of Dublin, refer te the t;rdelx'

in

(Mdthpi‘s) Iast p‘ant‘or}u. He denounces Masor
-u elows, Feninng ang Ribbonimen .

alludes to the A. (). H , ang they s

but never
areas plenty iy

A,yﬂ;} 16 ly7Yy

prhy T

; ovidence. No, siribut we received
tll)xl:-b:::xv:‘:ifﬁlk;gd approbation of him through his
;riests at fairs and festivalg, such as that upon
Lis return from keome, &¢. When money was
required, the A O. H. werea tine body of Irish-
met‘x. but our treasuries being drained almost,
after a bard winter. doing what no other Society
in the State could do in uniting Jiishmen in
frieudship and brotherly love, we are now told
we are an organization contrary to the the laws of
{he Roman Catholic Chureh and its doctrines.
A short time ago, previous to 8t. Patrick’s
day. the Rt. Rev, Bishop also made unpiea-
aant allusions to the order, and yet on St
patrick’s day, we had the pleasure = of
being reviewed b( him at his residence,
together with several of the clergy. On the ocea-
<ion referred to, in s{)eaking before St. Patrick’s
day, he said that when in Ireland he made in-
quries and found that the organization was one
that aprung froi a gang of men known a8 ‘*Molly
MN(HK".‘.B.' Now these, Mr, Editor, were Bothin
rwore than a band of desperados who never ha
the eanction of true Ireshmen, and who teok their
name from the woman in whose house they used
to meet in White Hall, county Roscommon. 1t
originated in the commencing years of this
i,mm-ut century, and was extincet in 1835 or I%n.
jut the A. O. II. were in existence for centuries,
and wherever there is a descendant of a true
{rish famil Iyou will generally find a membear of
the order. Most of your readers well remember
when, thirty or forty years ago, railroads were
then fast bullding and Ireshmen largely employed,
the Corky and the Fardown and the Counnaught-
man were distinct and separate nationalists in
spirit and conduct, with feelings bitter as galt one
to the other. The pmfrees of the A. O. H. in
this country has brought these men together in
friendship = and brotherly love and. clasped
the h s of Irish Catholices more tirmly
together than they bhave ever been before:
for in each division of the order, you will tind rep-
resentatives from every county in Ireland, work-
lnﬁ band-in-hand for the advapecement of one an-
other, for thetr religion and the cominon cause of
thelr down-trodden and unfortunate courpiry,
they being now firmly impressed with the truth
of the motto, *‘In unity there is strength!”’ Take,
for example, the precept of some of our dead
heroes, or our living martyrs for lreland’s cause.
What is thelr motto? * /[rishmen wunite,)” was the
advice of the great Father Matthew, of Lhminett,
Wolfe Tone, Smith (V’Brien, Meagher (whose
bones the Almighty God was pleased to commit to
the sandy bottoin of the Mississippl, and whose
valor during the late rebellion will long be re-
membered after we shall have passed to eternity .
Then look at the life-long labors of O'Connell,
who traversed the length and breath of Ireland.
cementing and uniting Irishmen, to try by unity of
wction—to obtain from a forelgn government that
which was their right liberty to govern themselves
-but which was lost to them by the disunion
of cians, never to be recovered if we now forsake
what has taken centuries to accomplis. We.
are no lers Csatholic and will pot forsake it
for further proof that we should be united. look
ut what was said by O Donovan Rossa, Burke,
McManus, Luby and O'Leary. And to-day look
at Ireland and see the star of the Irish bar, Isaat
Putt, with the Catholic bishopsand priesta, Protest-
ant and Presbyterian miniaters, and all working
assidiously for'the unity of Irishmen of all, créada
aud devominations, live as ovue people, and bury
forever all religious animosities beneath their feet,
snd this 18 what'we Irish in Ameriea must come
to. a blesging which I hope is not farvlietant when
the bapners of the A, ). I, may be)proudly up
beld to wave in the free aud indepehident brecic
of America.
AN IRISH CATHOLIC HIDERNT AN,
Providence, April l4th, 1878,
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Jaies Stotson, long Lime the jand; ]
the Astor Hounse, in the daye whon ;0 wa-

the leading hotel of New York, and the op.

b é dezvous of many of the eminen: mien of ho
'i § Complsy, Wan borne thnee 1o this e o
' honse' yesteiday.
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‘ The: members of the SAfeng L) ey
.‘2 Hibeinians in New York are Qi yrbed by
< Bishop Hendricken s recent daclarations
; that membership in the order j« inconsistent
with duty to the churell. They thrveatenan
appeal to Rome.

The aunual report of the Board of Mana-
eers of the Home for Aged Women s printed
olsewhere in this paper. No one who ]re-

5 ruses will be willing that th« axenellent
7 charity shall languish because of a falling

off in subscriptions.

&
Ahe Convant

BN T s s ———

. Saturdar Morning, April 85, 1874,
e svioe: A?Nm‘m: TR e

Bredlen: Owan' 314 anbther excelidnt et
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BT ks overngl Boter of A rkaness, alvie:
Iug ths disbanding of the trocgw and a reacrd
to the kpinls/ are or ‘Jie courts Tor o peacef:}
sotilemet of the oli troublw i the sta

.' The wiie-spread disastes cavsed my the o
fiowing of the Mississippi cails upon the sym-
ppthy and humanity of the whole iation for
th ifomeedinte relief of th. thouw ni ¢ suffer-
Wi, To be effective the- as igtarcw should be
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lost by agitation. Now that *‘meeting is out,”

'hom,udtbodemouuy'm t0 run the

machine, the Sénlinel announces that it will be
satisfied with nothing but the annihflation of
the law, s

Bishop Hendricken of Rhode Island, is '
disfavor among some of his Cathotic people for
having expressed his disapprobation of e
Ancienc Order of Hibernians, a benevolens
secret organization which has existed for years
and has its membership extended thronghout
this rrort>~ e order was conderimed seve-
ral Years 4go by Bithop McPariand at' Provi-
donce, aud in consoquence the divisiond in that
ef 1 wory dishanded. At precent there shems
e or 10 inieution of disbanding, but rathey, if
Bivho)» Hendriciken persists in lis opposition,
an appeal wiil be made to the archbishop of
Nn‘fmi,whoh-uppondiohmtchﬂkb
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JOHN DILLON, State President, THOMAS J. MATHEWS, State Secretary,
Valley Falls, R. I. | Providence, R. I.
MICHAEL J. BURKE, State Vice-President, JOHN BANNAN, State Treasurer,

Westerly, R. I. Providence, R. I.
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OFFICE OF THE STATE SECRETARY.
155 Main Street, Pawtucket, R. I.
August 19, 1900. .

At a meeting of the State Board of Directors of the Ancient Order of Hihernians
of the State of Rhode Island, held in the Journal Hall, Providence, R. I., held for the
purpose of considering the troubles existng in and among the membership of the
Ladies’ Auxilliary of the A. O. H., and referred to the State President for settlement
by National President Keating of Chicago and by State President Quinn to the State
Board of Directors, the entire Board was present, consisting of State President,
John F. Quinn; State Secretary,Thomas O’Brien ; State Treasurer, Thomas Madden ;
County President, John Dillon; County President, Patrick R. Condon and County
President, Dennis F. Moore.

After an exhaustive hearing of the evidence presented by both sides to the con-
troversy, lasting from about 11 o’clock in the forenoon until 8 o’clock in the afternoon,
and the evidence of the former and present State Presidents, the former and present
County Presidents, the State Secretary, some members of the County Board, the Pres-
idents of Divisions 1 and 6 and such others as were presumed to have knowledge of
existing disputes.

As a result of the hearing the following was unanimously voted by the members
of the State Board of Directors.

Resolved, that the orginization of Division 6, of the Ladies’ Auxilliary, A. O. H.
in the mouth of May, 1900 be, and the same is hereby recognized as legal from and
after that date..

Resolved, that the standing of Mrs. Bridget Finley, former County President
of the Ladies” Auxilliary to the A. O. H. in Providence County be, and the same is
hereby declared to be legal, as the acceptance of her resignation in the manner in
which it was done was null and void, the body which attempted to accept it not
having authority to do so.

Resolved, that ex-County President, Mrs. Bridget Finley be, and is hereby directed
under pain of suspension to turn over forthwith all money in her possession on ac-
count of the first state Convention, to the State Secretary, for the purpose of paying
bills of Convention, as ordered by Woonsocket State Convention.

Resolved, that the present State Board of Directors of the Ladies’ Auxilliary to
the A. O. H. be authorized and directed to collect from the Divisions the neccessary
amount to liquidate all bills incurred for expenses for State Conventions, and pay the
same as soon as collected.

Resolved., that we recommend that all charges provoking suspensions, growing out
of the present troubles, be dismissed within thirty (30) days after notice. In case of
failure to comply with this recommendation, the State Board of Directors of the A.
O. H. in America reserve the right to make such further recommendation to the
National President as they may deem proper. Division Presidents shall report their
action immediately to the State President of the A. O. H. in America.

Resolved, that County President, Miss B. E. Victory be, and is hereby directed and

instructed to transmit to all Divisions in good standing financially in her jurisdiction,
the current Merchandise, and failing to do so this State Board reserves the right to ad-
vise the National President to take such action for her removal or suspension as may
be deemed advisable.
Resolved, that copies of the above be printed and mailed to the State President, State
Secretary, State Treasurer, County Presidents, ex-County President Mrs. Finley and
all Division Presidents of the Ladies’ Auxilliary to the A. O. H., in America of the
State of Rhode Island.

By order of the State Board,
THOMAS O’BRIEN,
State Secretary, A O. H.
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STATE OFFICERS :
JOHN F. QUINN, State President,
Pawtucket, R

THOMAS O'BRIEN. State Secretary,
Pawtucket, R

THOMAS MADDEN, State Treasurer,
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THOMAS MADDEN, State Treasurer, PROV|PENCE, R, |”
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President—JOHN W. DORSEY, Treasurer —JAMES HAYES,
1025 Avery Avenue, Syracuse, N. Y. 614 TyOdi Street, Syracuse, N. Y.
Vicb-President—JAMES H. HUXFORD, Secretary—THOS. J. RYAN,
Skaneatelas, N. Y. 608 Madison St., Syracuse, N. Y.
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OFFICE OF COUNTY PRESIDENT, \

Ancient Order of Hibernians
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IN AMERICA.

JOHN DILLON, County President
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OFFICE OF COUNTY PRESIDENT,.I*

Ancient Orderof Hibernians

IN AMERICA..

JOHN DILLON, County President,

Valley Falls, R. 1. PROVIDENCE COUNTY, RHODE ISLAND.
MUUULIUAAAAJUULJUUIAA

£c '






yly»

111

v > 1 MoGOVERM

_mSVV_
,,,,, r:'*38r m



n "nr€fy.

AtrU 4 Mo /M N [r? ~n A

X -nn?
A fIA'-rh» A X r a- . u”™ n-arch
L(2x<y™ cAlicX'U i~ xAAu.

4Xyn

(A "2 N Latua}

“AAA "NCXAA"N QMNLANX-AN .

AN 2

Q"t/\/\~~x_l\/\/\0(NJLI\ /

/1
AXrrdjirCiM .

NCrXfCAAATf-TA

AAAN Ay

atAN X trh-t< A

a a [/

AN <y



. OFFICE OF
pf"’\r‘[’\’\rB’V\'S\/’V\r’V\'s’\rs"sl"S IQ

IDivision 18, Ancient Order Hibernians, N

PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND.

REGULAR MEETING SECOND AND FOURTH SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH-
IN LIBERTY HALL, 27 MARKET SQUARE-
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JOHN DILLON, State President, THOMAS J. MATHEWS, State Secretary,
Valley Falls, R. I. Providence, R. I.
MICHAEL J. BURKE, State Vice-P/f&sldent, JOHN BANNAN, State Treasurer,
Westerly, R. 1 Providence, R. I.
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~ N OFFICE OF STATE TREASURER.

Ancient Order of Hibernians
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JOHN DILLON, State President, THOMAS J. MATHEWS, State Secretary,
Valley Falls, R. L. Providence, R. I
MICHAEL J. BURKE, State Vice-President. X JOHN BANNAN, State Treasurer.
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Wiltlliam M. P. B oi
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR®

QINERAI< ACBNIT and ATTOHNBY for RCEB 19iAND K

TELEPHONE 3088-4 UNION.
THE AMERICAN BONDING AND TRUST COMPANY
K Baltimore Citv, Maryiuand. CABLE ADDRESS,

STANDING MASTER IN CHANCERY. NOTARY PUBLIC. BOW
CORPORATIONS. ESTATES. COLLECTIONS.

Room 941 Banigan Building, IO W eybossbt Street,

Hot. 9, 1902*

Providence, R. I

James P, Bree, esq,, National Secretary A. 0, H,,
Hew Haven, Gonn.

Bear Sir:-
Yeur favour of yesteritsy is received,
m\While the money part not be so Important, 3et | would

like to a”saisi call attention to njr suisgestioii that the last
State Convention not having been held so as to give Division 6
an opportunltj’- to participate, would it not be proper - in
having another State Convention now - to hold it without
charging Division Ho, &with AL the expense.

The partial adjiustment mo* be all right as far as it goes,
but it leaves Division Ho, &unrepresented for the next two
years and its existence In view of that fact and it not having
received proper treatment at the last State Convention, |Is
somewhat probl~-iatical, If the injustice cannot be fully cor-

rected,
I remain, -very truly yours,
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OF AMERICA.

JOHN DILLON, State President, THOMAS J. MATHEWS, State Secretary,
Valley Falls, R. I. |/ Providence, R. I.
MICHAEL J. BURKE, State Vice-President, x JOHN BANNAN, State Treasurer,

Westerly, R. I. Providence, R. I.
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THOMAS RILEY, jR.,
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW,
210 MAIN STREET.

[ PAWTUCKET, R. I. May 15, 1903*

jicn. JaiamB F* £r*«-
N ational Sacratary,

Maw Havan, Cenn*
Daar Sir & Brothar;-

Fnclosad plaasa find copy of chafgaa which hara haan
prafarrod hy Taranca P. Oatas, County Fraeidant of tha A, 0, H. for
Providanca County, against Jamas J, Aldsworth, Frasidant of Division
1, A, 0, H, of Fawtuckat, Tha chargas spaak for thamsalf, and sava
a santanca tharain v/hich has haan takan from tha constitution af tha
erdar contains nothing which would apprise tha brother who has bean
suspended of tha charge upon which is suspension has occurred. Upon
said chargas if such thay can ha called, tha brother cannot safely
pracaad to trial as ha cannot know what charge ha will ba called upon
to disprove.

Wa claim that tha action of tha County Frasidant in
this matter is illegal, inasmuch, as no chargas have been prasantad
to him, that no chargas have bean prasantad to the brother who has
bean suspended, and that the time for tha hearing af tha pretended
chargas has bean fixed by tha County President and not by tha County
Beard as tha constitution would seam to require*

Would it ba asking too much if wa should request
you to inform Tha County Presldant, that ha must proceed in tha way
tha constitution points out, and not upon his own initiative, -

Fraternally yours
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P. R. CONDON, C v President.

JOHN FAGAN, ty Vice President.
COUNTY BOARD OF NEWPORT, e LIVAN, Comty Sec.
WM. H. FINN, Count, y Treasurer.
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Providence, R. I....... QN 3e

Your favor

will have prompt att"tion and”~rwarded within.... .

Thanking you for favors received, we are.

Very respectfully.

The W. J. Feeley Co.

Order

days.



N OFFICE OF STATE SECRETARY. ~ J-

Ancient Order of Hibernians

DN aiste fZic:a

prinnroT TnrirrrffTnnmr™

Valley Falls, R. I. Providence, R. I.
MICHAEL J. BURKE, State Vice-President, JOHN BANNANAMtflte Treasurer,

JOHN DILLON, State President, t THOMAS J. MATHEWS, State Secretary,
Westerly, R. 1. Providenca, R.jl.

ASLSLSLSLSiSLSULSLXSISiSISilISiSLXS"

y y ~ ~ 7 g~7r-iyiyryCyny »

IfygyXy/\ n



3 —/f

2-"x-tsr""j/\ji Ayf/\ A

AL ~rveny g

FJLHMHTIC fn-NT TN



OFFICE OF COUNTY PRESIDENT. »

Ancient Order of Hibernians

CDFN ais™e :(fZficza

fTrrrTnsTfrroTTSTTinnnrif'io

TERRENCE P. OATES, County President. JOHN J. REVENS, Jr. County Secretary,
Providence, R. I. Providence, R. I.
JOHN N. CONROY, County Vice-President, X WILLIAM COYLE, County Treasurer,
Central Fails, R. I. Saylesvllle, R. I
. i y
Noo9oo0asiaasLSLSiSiSJiSJLaJLs3 o AQ A9Q

7 cirz3C

'Na<7 yA |/ A AZ)

ruw”



OFFICE OF COUNTY PRESIDENT.

Ancient Order of Hibernians

CDF=A
TERRENCE P. pATES. Couitty President. = JOHN J. REVENS, Jr. County Secretary,
Providence, R. I. Providence, R. 1L
JOHN N. CONROY, County Vice-President, I WILLIAM COYLE, County Treasurer,
Central Palls, R. I* Saylesville, R. L
ASLSLSLSLSLASISISLSLSISLSiSiSLSLSiSis" ngQ
3 u /(
£ V<3

y 1/37-
% thCLING



ﬂLLcw\jf\A

J, ) ot
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND ot \







OF NEWARK, N.J.

am&wée/% aﬁ\/%f // /¢W

/542 N
//ﬁ/%y %ﬂ/(/@//h”{// ‘\‘ =
WM ? (& D

«/‘3/ ‘ézw //M/o[{au/ $ 7% /?zza, Gty zo e é/
| W f’”‘% M%Amzéf%//me PP (»54-7/
iz 0’ \Z /z/r-rﬁ/w-ﬂ L i, ocrroler Zf \oﬂ% Mwé),
WW/

} o %2%7 % 4/{44// R -
%&W /Qz% /%/ueé% @74/»{ mﬂfp/ Yece é@mdz

| msz %««/ /Wy Dt o ///ﬂ/

/%W “ /?ﬂ& l/{ %ZI»/LM M//@% %‘(Aﬁ_ ‘22

?Wb ik Wloivw 00 oty al ol ' o

%M%Mq sl .. LS oA e
W% M %/ % %ﬁzm @.4%/( @M/A:;

W W 2‘ e
,&VMKML/MF& )}{QM W@yﬂ

MW > mﬁ/%% A
%u///w - &Dzy%% —




OF NEWARK, N.J.

ws '8 szmjfz R L

. SRy, bovy i éﬂf@::u,é
7 9 AHawr. Gare trztt /Z:;j/iﬁ Qrre %W& /'f/ Zi
72‘ hzﬁ/m@é 57/%&72‘7 @%ﬂ/ e @Wy/wm

/I/—ﬁu. /yc/(_, /m/( @&(/L# /%_—%%W/«LM%
é/ o A Y e,

-l Ceor A 7/2\%/1/1/14(/ W 2lari vl i /f AR

ELyrcv /Zém/d/-% 7P a 72‘%4/ Ll @ Zzﬂ/ﬂf MW
W7l Fanl MCZW/%/Z(J/ 7% Cpan
@/ﬂ'/ﬁb Q21e \zmu% Q"”{
e .. ) 221 220 %MM

( %?24% cé%%z%
S frn” /Ay AL

%W@WWZ




# . OFFICE OF STATE TREASURER. .# &

An 1ent Order of Hibernians

'\VF(T\’/((
OF A NMERICA.
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Mr Jam*s Aldworth
D«ra Sir & Brother

| hav# r*o#iv»d sufficiant complaints from Officors an
and mombors of Division 1, A. 0. H. of tho raannor in which you havo
hson conducting tho husinoss of tho aforooaid Division, to warrant mo
to take somo action to protoct tho honor and Dignity of this Grand
Organization So 1 theroforo fool Ohligod to tako this action and
that is to Suspond you as Prosidont of tho said Division No. 1 Pond-
ing a hearing hoforo tho County Board which will tako place on Sunday
May 24th 1903 at 2 P, M at 27 North Main St this City on top
floor at which time and place you are roquostSd to bs present with

such evidence as you may wish to present

E(’ratornally yours

Terencs P. Oates C. P.
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Catholicism in Rhode Island
and the
Diocese of Providence

1780-1886
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286 Catholicism in Rhode Island !

expenses and giving assistance in finding jobs. During these years
the Vincentians in Providence worked closely with the overseers of
the poor who could provide additional relief generally in the form
of fuel, shoes or other goods. Given the task the societies faced,
the personal dedication of a few could not sustain the organiza-
tion. For funds the Vincentians relied on the charity of their fellow
Catholics, the zeal of their priests in offering lectures and preach-
ing charity sermons, and the regular contributions of their own
members. 42!

During 1876 when the depression was at its worst, the needs
of the people came perilously close to exhausting the treasuries of
the societies. Although economic conditions began to improve after
1876, winter continued to aggravate the sufferings of workers. In

January 1879, Bishop Hendricken announced in the cathedral that

henceforth all that was derived from the collections above what was
needed for the actual running expenses of the church would be
devoted to the poor.422 During that winter, the poor could obtain
bread and meat every Monday and Thursday afternoon at the
bishop's house 423 That the bishop and the Vincentians were able
to answer the many calls for aid was an impressive tribute to the
Catholic people of the diocese who gave what they could even if they
themselves had little to spare. In several parishes the pastors orga-
nized women into sewing societies that provided both an outlet for
the generosity of the parishioners and stretched even further the
resources of the parish to aid more people. 424

Of course the entire Catholic community in Providence and the
diocese were not committed in the same way to the relief of the
poor. Beginning in 1874 and continuing each year the effects of the
depression persisted, the various religious, benevolent and frater-
nal societies that paradéd-each March 17th in honor of St. Patrick
debated the question of whether or not to celebrate the day or give
the money they would spend on the day’s festivities to aid the poor.
The Ancient Order of Hibernians, which was bound by its charter
to celebrate the day, consistently advocated public celebrations
while the temperance and benevolent societies generally withdrew
or muted their participation.4?5 On at least one occasion Bishop

421pid.. December 15, 28, 1878; March 8, 1879; February 7, 1880; McColgan, 4
Century of Chanty, 11, 234-35..

422{Vhkly Visitor, January 19, 1879.

428 pid., March 1, 18797

247bid., April 8, 26, 1876; January 27, 1878.

425 Proyidence Evening Press,. January 20; February 6, 1874; Providence Journal, January
ST, 1876; Weekly Visitor, February 3, 1877; January 96; February 5, 1879.
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Hendricken stayed out of the city so as to avoid the St. Patrick’s day
procession.426 - : :

" Since the 1860s many bishops and priests had spoken out
against membership in the Hibernian Order because of the violence
associated with it, and they refused to allow its members to wear
their regalia in church at the funerals of their members. Bishop
Hendricken, for one, felt that for a Catholic to be a member of the
order was to violate the rules of the Church against secret societics.
Sensitive to the bishop’s criticism, the Hibernians took pains to
point out the benevolent nature of their order and the difference
between themselves and other associations condemned by the
Church that cloaked their activities in secrecy. They were at pains
also to disassociate themselves from the violence that some Hiberni-
ans had reputedly been guilty of in the past.*? While Bishop Hen-
dricken refrained from an outright ban on membership in the order,
the depression effected a sharp decrease in its membership because
many working men lacked the ability to pay dues.4?8

While the Catholic church threughout most of the nineteenth
century consistently required its clergy to refrain from making pub-
lic statements on political affairs, the clergy and laity did challenge
the Catholic community itself to a life of self-discipline and personal
morality. Many within the Catholic community, including Bishop
Hendricken, saw the abuse of drink as a major cause of poverty and
immorality. The Catholic temperance movement, which had re-
gained strength after 1869, continued into the early 1870s as an
important part of parish life. The societies held rallies and regular
business meetings to stir up and sustain dedication to the cause of
temperance. They also served to meet social and recreational needs
that their members might have ordinarily sought in the local taverns
or rum shops. Many temperance societies formed military compa-
nies of temperance cadets for the young men of the parish.

In 1874 the Rhode Island General Assembly, in response to the
pressure of individuals and temperance societies within the entire
state, passed a law prohibiting the sale of liquor as a beverage and
providing for a force of state constables to enforce the ban. Bishop
Hendricken felt such a law was necessary, at least for a time, so that
a habit of temperance might develop within the state and especially
among the young.#2% When, in the fall of the same year, the bishop

426Bishop Hendricken, “‘Diary,” March 17, 1875. g
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