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by Eevin P. Murphy, Massachusetts PEC State Director

Citizens of the free world have looked with great satisfaction at
the tumbling down of the Berfin Wall and the cnd of oppression
in 50 many Easiern Ewropean nations, As Americans, who
traditionally have led the struggle for democracy i many parts
the workd, we are overjoyed at the thriving of democracy. Now
that the barbed wire, concrete and heavily armed borders of
Eastern Europe have disappeared, what about Ircland’s artifi-
cial border that separates north and south? While Germans
can now freely cross the borders between East and West
wathout harrassment or fear, ths is not s0 i Ircland. Irish men
and Irish women musi daily endure scarches, acts of intimidas-
o and even bodily harm when crossing the border between
the Irich Republic and Britain's so-called “democracy™ North-
ern Ireland. Britain’s heavily armed troops and para-military
police, barbed wire, steel barnicades and chservation towers -
- all these mar Europe's new look of open borders and free-
dom. Is Britain’s bast colony - Northern Ireland — going to be
the anly non-demiscratic oppressed society in all Evrape?

President George Bush should seire this opportunity to bring
preszure on the British government 1o end this unmatural
drizion of Ireland and the unjust denial of freedom.

Speaker of the House Tom Foley and Seastors Edward Ken-
nedy and Daniel Moyniban must finally reverse their present
positions and speak out on the side of democracy and freedom
in Ireland. Many US. Senators and Congressmen have been
reluctant to speak out against the British because of Britain's
value as an ally against the Soviet Union. But this is no bonger
necessary as democracy is sweeping scross the Soviet Union.
Members of Congress in support of democracy should now
maowe forward to bring down what Congressman Joe Kennedy
in 1988 called Britain’s Berlin Wall in Northern Ireland.

The new wave of freedom sweeping Easterm Europe &
coming abowt because of courageous individuals such as Po-
land’s Lech Walesa, who supported the Irish Huager Strikers,
and the Soviet leader Gorbachav, both of whom have the guts
to face reality. Unfortunately, there are no Walesas or Goe-
bachav’s in the administrations that run England or Ircland, If
there are, they have nol yet surfaced.

Our Senators and Congressmen should take note that in (ke
late 19805 concerned American Irish achieved greater unity
through the democratic MacBride Principles Campaign. In the
19905 we will be even more eloscly united in our quest for a free
and reumited Ireland with the same democratic principles
which govern Amernica, Europe will not be totally free as long
as Britain uses her military machine to keep the Irish down,

NEWS BITS by Kathy Rcgan

LONDON - Men of vislenoe - British soldiers threw a three-
year-old child over a wall, They knocked oul a teenager’s front
teeth. Theytaunted a family movrning a still-born baby. These
are the “ peace keepers in West Belfast™. (New Statesman 10/
27/89)...Kerry Kennedy, the sister of Congressman Joe Ken-
nedy of Massachesctts, will soon travel 1o Northern Ireland 1o
invedigale human rights violations, Kerry Kennedy iz the
Director of the Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights Foundation.
(AIPEC 12/89)_*_ plans are well advanced tomake the UDR
a full-ime force. That would enable the withdrawing of the
British army and the reduoction of the Mortherm Ircland
garrison...From a report in The Daily Telegraph, ‘Security
chiefs belicve that a full-time force with better training repre-
scnits the most efficient way of indefinitely providing military
support for the RUC and casing the barden on the regular
army. Al present, onc-third of Britain's front-line troops are
cither serving in Northern Ireland, on leave after doing so, or
training to go there ™ (Irish Post, 9/23/89).“The articulate
tones of Gerry Adams and Danoy Morrison have been re-
placed by little captions rolling sileatly across the screen, voice-
overs by rcporiers, or umconvincing impersomations by
actors...| There have been] fewer requests for intervicws. . fewer
Sinn Fein comments and statements being carried on television
and radio and in the newspapers. grey areas have been useful
to the authoritics in that broadcasters. . have ofizn tended toerr
on the side of caution..People seem 1o have accepted Mis.
Thatcher's projection that the ban is directed against lerrorism
rather than against free speech and their own right 1o know,”
(The Independeat, 10/18/8%)  Three young boys purchased
a case of candy and sold it at the recent Irish Solidarity Day
Rally in New York. They furmed the proceeds over b the Jor
Doberty Defense Fund (AIN-PEC)..."The Guildford comvic:
tions were quashed by the Court of Appeal after the Crown said
it was ool poasible 1o uphold them becsuse of neow evidence
which emerged during inquiries by Avon and Somerser police
Continwed on Page 4

NEW APPOINTMENT

Eevin Mulligan, former New Hampshire State Legislator, has
been appointed PEC State Director for New Hampshire. He
has replaced Tom ('Flaherty whe ks now the PEC National
MacBride Principles Consultant. Kevin wants fo begla organ-
izing state-wide. We urge all New Hampshire members io
contact Kevin at 21 Miami St, Nashua, NH 03060 - phone #
(603) B83-4777,
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SENDOFFENSIVE SITUATIONSTO KEVIN P. MURPHY,
PO BOX BRSE, JFE STATION, BOSTON, Ma 62114,

ACTION REQUEST # 2
OfMensive Sitwations by Kevin P, Murphy

Has NBC declared war on the American Irish community?
Between October 14 and December 1 al leat three programs
deemed dangerously offensive to the American Irish were
aired by NBC. The October 14 episode of Hunter suggested
that Irish nationalists are committing violeat acts including
murder, in the US . On December 1 NBCr Mancuso The FBI
suggested that American Irish and Irish born were robbing
banks in the US to support the IRA. NBC is well aware that
many unsuspecting viewers will accepl these oulrageous and
false impressions of American Irish and Irish people. In the
Ortober 28 segment of NBCsGodden Girly a character decides
[0 become a cireus down, When he places the red nose on,
the character, plaved by scircss Bea Arthur, states that he is
Irish. Previously on the same show another character, talking
ahoul when she immigrated (o America, stafed, “we all were
happy and everyone was drinking, on second thought oaly the
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Irish were drinking.” Priority Course of Action: Write Mr,
Robert C. Wright, President, NBC, 30 Rockefeller Plaza, New
York, NY 10112 Strongly protest the above miskeading and
offensive situations being sure to give the name and date of
cach program. Demand that NBC not Fl}dl.l-tl programs that
miskead the public concerning the war in Northern Ireland or
that degrade our image. Inform him that if NBC continges its
anti-American Irish bias you will have to boyeont NBC and
prodest 1o their advertisers. Urnge that NBC producers consult
the Amerscan Irish Political Education Committee. Also take
this opportunity to again call upon NBC (o end its censored
Bews ecoverage on the campaign for democracy and freedom in
Northern lrelamd.

We have received complaings concerning the column From
The Hip in USA Today dated November 24, The asticle by
senios editor J. Taylor Buckley which questions why so many
foothall teams use Indian themes as mascots included, “Why
doesn’t some school call its team something really far out, like
The Fighting Irish, named, of course, for that legendary mytho-
bogical tribe of pugnacious drunks?in the New York Times,
Sunday, November 5, writer Benedict Nightingale, in his re-
view of Heary V wrote, “and wild Irishmen ripping off their
clothes and running into battle naked in the filth. Terrible,
unhelievable™, Members in Memphis, Tennessee and Log
Angeles, California have informed us that ads appearing in
local pewspapers promoting the British Army's Black Waich
tour stated that the unit s “coremonial™. In fact, throughout the
past 20 ycars the regiment has commitied ol and human
rights vielations against the Irish people in Northern Treland.

FROM THE EDITOR

The American movernend 1o peaceflly reunite  Ireland (s now
stronger and more  experienced than ever. While the British
govermment is scraping the bottorn of the bamel of diry tricks,
both interest and activisem in the United States on the question of
Northern Ireland s on the dre. Activism s spreading lo the
most mral parts of Americe, (o colleges, unions, kgislative
bodies, clergy, and joumalists. People who are neither of Irish
extraction mor the Cathodic faith ane becondbng involved, even o
the extent of exsuming leadership positions.

There are several reasons for this. Among themn are the MacBr-
ide Principles campaign; the increasing effectivenesy of our
ediucation programi; the frustration after twerly vears of no
sofufions; and the realization thal Amencans do nol have o
suppoet viclence in ovder 1o oppose Britain's out-dated eolonisl
Ppolicy in Northern Ireland More presiure on Britain to end the
Jorced division of Ireland and its people iy sure bo come becmese
of the upheaval in Eauern Bloc nations and thelr quest for
democracy. Britain the “cradle of democracy™ iems oul to be the
last oppressive and undemocratic stale in Europe!

What was once a dream in the minds of PEC activists is now
becorning a reality — some of the bext talents from within and
outstde the Amenican Inish compiunity are coming foreard fo
help by working through the American demogcratic process. The
Amenican Irish community has the people, wealth, skills, educa-
tion g infleence to moke g difference. We cannot buf win i we
keep on pressing and prowing.

You can bring the day of justice closer by telling friends and
reigtives about the PEC and urging therm o join.
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FROM THE NORTH
by Fr. Des Wilson, Belfast, Director of Conweay Ml

The policy of British governments in Ircland has always beento
ensure that they would have military domination and that the
Irish would never have a viable independent economy.

In the carly days of the Southern State, Irish policy was to
reduce the scale, but not the nature of Irish dependence oo
Brilain - insurance companics would have to have about half
of their shares in Irish hands, native resources would be used
for electricity-and so on. As time weat on the South became
more and more dependent upon international and multina-

Now it is trying to encourage native industry through “Buy
Irish” campaigns. There is some awarcness in the South of the
damgers of cconomic domination and there is at least a fecling
that somcthing may be done, sometime, to counter .

In the MNorth, dominastion by Britain is more complete and,
for the time being at least, irreversible. The purpose of domi-
nation is not to creaie nch British mdustries there; i &S fo
ensure that a native Irsh economy will nod emerge,

In the North most employees are oot producing anyihing
Owver half are engaged in services; of these, very many are
mvolved in “security”. There is a joke in Belfast that the next
major survey should be of those who carn their [ving simply by
sitting on their hehinds walching what other people are doing!

Two scademics, Rowthorn and Wayne in Nonthern Ineland:
The Political Econariy of Conflicr (available thry American
Irish Awarensss Commitice 32250 Order # B916), have said
that the Morth has a workhouse economy, that is, one in which
people produce very litile, control 1s from outside and the paid
there will be & dramatic increase of teas of thousands of unem-
econcmy was created dehberately,

When the Stormont governmenl was in place native mdustry
declined. The decline continwed under direct rule after 1972,
The North which im the nineteen twenties had been the mos
prosperous part of lreland had become by the nineteen eighties
the second poorest region in the Evropean community,

CONGRATULATIONS 1o the MeCarthy Drug Store, Village
Center, in Stanfordville, New York where you will not find
offensive St Potrick’s Day greeting cards. Dorothy Stirfing
advizes ws thar the owmer, Mr. McCarthy, stocks ondy cards and
rigrvelties that depct the American Insh in @ dignified manner,

MACRERIDE PRINCIPLES UPDATE

NOREWAY - The prestigious Morwegiaon Helsinki Commitiee
announced the first European-based initiative in support of
the MacBride Principles. The committes will be asking
Norwegian politicians, trade unions and the business comma-
nity to assist the campaign for affirmative employment legis-
lation in Northern Ireland. “We feel that the Principles may be
the key to mauking 3 new solution in Northern Ireland. As long
as you bave this apartheld in the workforce, you will never
have any kind of eguality in society. The right towork is a very
fundumental right. People sutside the workforee are people
outside democratic society,’ [The Principles are] ‘a way for-
ward to a political solution in Mertherm Ireland.™ (Irish
Kews, 11/9/89)..MASSACHUSETTS = PEC member Fr.
Philip Jacobs I11, rector of the Episcopalian Church of the
Good Shepherd in Fairhaven, Massachuseris has advised us

Industry which the British government bad placed and subsi-
dized in the Morth was not Irish industry but British. The
government therefore gave its subsidics 1o British industry
planied in Ireland. When the Brtish economy declined and
they could ol continue subsidizing industrics in Ircland which
were in deching or would be more profitable in Britam, (he gov-
ernmeni inviled industrialists from Germany, Holland, the
United Stales, ete, o come in, This indusiry was carcfully
placed and controlled so that it had the same effect as Bratish
industry s the past — most of o was golty of religious
discrimination while i was there and would eventually leave for
economic reasons over which the Inish bad oo control.

Belfast Shipyard has now been sold to Olsea of Norway and
Shorts to Bombardier of Canada Once again il is being seen
that British policy in Ireland is aod primarily to create Brtish
industry there, but to prevent Irish industry emerging Bombar-
dier (in spite of being owned by Catholics) and Olsen (in spite
of having dubious work practices) fulfill this purpose quite well
They do sowithout costing the Britizh taxpayer the enormous
subsidies which had to be paid in the past,

Sothe North still has a dependent, not an independent native,
economy, Who exactly is in charge, in a real sense a5 far s the
Britsh are concerned, 8 irrelevant. As loag as i is not the Irish,
the British arc satisfied; ond in any case the British still have
power to bring in whomever theywash, sometimes al enormous
cosl = they spend gosd money in Ireland not 1o develop it bt
to inkibit iL

You can describe this as a workbouse economy, as a depend-
ent sconomy, or betier still & a military base economy, What
you arc describing is an cconomy which prodsces lifte, is based
on surveillance and security operatives, allows some crafts and
tourism to the natives (with poorly paid jobs) and degencrates
eventually into something more like a reservation than s
country. The MNorth of Ircland under Britain's policy of carcful

impoverishment & fast becoming a larger Gibwaltar,

that oo November 4, 1989 (he Episcopal Convention of Massa-
chuselts unanimously adopted a MacBride Principles resolu-
tion relative (0 Amenican companies doing business in Morth-
ern Ireland. In the summer of 1988 the Episcopal Church in
America in convention adopied the MacBrde Principles. A
new British government brochwre, being sent (o leglslatiors
throughout the United Siates, is misleading and insccuraie,
Among the inaccuracies in the brochure What's Wrong HWith
The MacBnide Campaign? is that the Fair Employment Act of
1976 had a major impact for Catholics in employment in the
public sector which accounts for 409 of all employment in
Maorthern Ireland. According to The Contimsous Househald
Survey of April 1989, “despaie I3 years of the 1976 Fair
Empln:pru:lﬂ: Act, Catholic 'll'-i‘lrl'.r,'_'rzl..| al all levels of em |;|||;_~}'-
mend, are increasingly less likely (o find emplovment than their
Frotestanl counterparnts.”
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THE TRISH MAKING AMERICA GREAT
by Mary C. Wilbams, Arkansas

In America we have the “Saint Patrick’s Day Irish,” the “Fight-
mg Insh,” and the “Drunken Irsh”--all manifesistions of the
“Stage Irish" handed down by British political cartoonists of
the nincicenth century. For too long, textbooks have been pro-
claiming W.B. Yeats and George Bernard Shaw to be English
writers and have been neglecting the fact that the Irish have
contributed much to world culture and civilization. It is time
that some light be shed on what the Irish have contriboted to
America and the world, The following is an incompilere Bzt of
some af those people who were Irish-born or were descended
from the Irish:

Heary Ford (parents born in County Cork), Edward Doheny
{Mexican Petrodeum Co.), James J, Hill (builder of the Great
Northern Railroad), A.T. Steward (founder of what is now
Wanamaker's of New York), Andrew Mellon, Charles Lind-
bergh (whose mother was of Irish descent), Michael Collins
(Lhe astronaot).

William Russcll Grace (founder of Grace Shipping and
Chemicals), John Francis Queeny (founder of Monsanto),
Alexander Orr and John E. McCall (founders of New York
Life}, Justice Sandra Day O'Connor, Wall Disncy, Matthew
Brady, John F. and Robent Kennedy, Sam Houston, Robert
Fulton (fsther born in Kilkenny), Samuel F.B. Morse (grand-
son of Samuel Finley of Armagh, who was one of the carlics:
presidents of Princeton), Charles B, Rogers (founder of Mas-
sachusctts Institute of Technology), Thomas Maloney (founder
of Lorillard Tobaccn), the O°Neills of Akron (General Tires),
the Kellvs {Eelly Tires), John Phillip Holland {the inventor of
the submaring],

Paul Gabvin (founder of Motorola Television), John Huston
(film director), Leopold Stokowsks (conductior whose mother

was Irish), Victor Herbert (born in Dublin), Mack Scancit
(silent film director), George Bernard Shaw, William Butler
Yeals, James Joyce, 1M, Synge, George (AE) Russell, Scan
O"Cascy, James Whitcomb Riley, F. Scott Fitzgerald.

Rev. Phllip Embury {establizhed first Methodist church in
America), Rev. Makemie (established first American preshy-
lery), Andrew Jackson, James Cagney, Bing Crosby, John
Wayne (Marion Michael Morrison), Grace Kelly, Maureen
FHara, Jack Nicholson, George M. Cohan, Ellea Burayn,
Faye Dunnsxway, Eugene (FNeill, James McCreery [whose
donations helped found the New York Metropolitan Muscem
of Art), Thomas Romaey Robinson (Irish astronomer and
imventor of the rotary cop ancmometer), Frank Carney (founder
of Pizza Hut), John Hannoa (eo-founder of Baker's Choco-
late), 5. Duncan Black (co-founder of Black and Decker).

Four signers of the Declaration of Independence were na-
tive-born Irishmen, mine were Irish Americans, and John
Dunlap, another Lrishman, printed it. Awdie Murphy (the most
decorated soldier of World War 11 and Congressional Medal of
Honaor recipient), and Bob Geldof (Rock star and arranger af
aid for Africa) and James Galway, Peter O'Toole, Roberi
Shaw, and Richard Harris,

America and the world are not asked 10 believe the lIrish are
superior (o other races, but let eredit be honestly given where
il is due. Let history be written truthfully--in regard 1o failures
as well as Lo successes--and let us lay finally 1o rest the mythical
“Scots-Irish™ that has so long served as & repository of Irsh
scoomplishments for Anglophiles. Perhaps then an American
child of Irish descent will recognize the author of the following
and will be able to repeat it in its entirety with pride:

T am come of the seed of the people,
The people that sorrow,..."~

News Bits continged from pape 1

Scarching origmal fles recovered from Swrrey police, they
discovered that notes and records relating to crucial intervcws
with Mr. Armstrong and Mr. Hill had been rewritien, altered
and suppressed and that detectives misled the trial™ (Inde-
pendent, 10,/20/8%)..."The Bishop of Birmingham, the Roman
Catholic Archbishop of Bormingham and a chairman of the
Birmingham Council of Christian Churches have called for a
re-examinstion of the Birmingham 5ix case in the light of
lleged malpractices in the West Midlands Serious Crime
Squad and the release of tbe Gualdiord Four.” (Independent,
11/8/8%).. Cardinal O Fiaich stated, “1 would like to see the
Winchester Three case pursued for & number of rensons,..
becawie it was a change of consparacy which is a shaky kind of
charge on which to convict somebody._the cvidence seems very
vague... [ think the sentence (25 vears) was out of all propor-
tion™ (Irish News, 11,/9,/89)

The parents of Seamus Duffy, the 15 year-old killed by a
plastic bullet, were arrested and held for almost two hours
when they arrived at Luton Airport to campaign against the use
of plastic bullets. {An Phoblachi/Rep News, 11/9/89)_“A
West Belfast woman found her hushand lying in a pool of blood
in their back garden with his hands tied behind his back, The
British soldicrs responsible thea prevented ber from ringing

for an ambulance.” (An Phoblacht /Recpublican News, 10/19/
&9)...“Dawn Michelle O'Riordan was plaving near home when
a British Army raiding party arrived. As the children curiously
approached the jecps a soddier sprayed a fire extinguisher in her
face.” (Andersonstowmn Mews, 10/21/89)... Seventeen mem-
bers of the UDR received gallantry awards including one OBE,
frve MBE's, onc Queen's Gallantry Medal, one British Enpire
Medal and nine Mention in Dispatches." (Trish Mews, 111,755

On Awgust 25, Boston Mayor Ray Flynn signed an executive
order requiring contrators who do business with the city of
Boston to adhere to the MacBride Principles if they also have
operations in Noribern Ireland. Companbes that dont adopt
the principles are, supposcdly, (o be barred from cily con-
tracts. Last week, Flynn balled in exoberant terms a pledge by
NYNEX Corp. toadhere io “guarantees of nondiscrimination
in employment. including those embodicd in the MacBride
Principles. This, claimed Flynn, proved what "n powerful
vehicle® his execulive order is and bow ifs “im portance ocinmst
be understated.” In truth, NYNEX _had not agreed to adogt
the MacBride Principles. It had done no more than simply
refyvpe — almost verbatim —  is long-standing policy siale-
ment on the subject. (Boston Herald 11/27/89.) [ Because of
this "pledge” Boston has awarded NYNEX an 11 million dollar
contract. Was Mayor Flynn mislepd by NYNEX?



THE BIRMINGHAM SIX:
BRITISH INJUSTICE AGAINST THE IRISH

by Sandy Carlson

In November 1974, a bomb explosion in Birmingham,
England, killed 21 persons and mjured 160. Although the
Irish Republican Army (IRA) claimed responsibality, six
innocent Irish persons with no connection to the IRA were
charged with the bombing and sentenced to life in prison.
William Power, Hugh Callaghan, Nocl Mcllbenny, Patrick
Hill, John Walker, and Robert Hunter have now served
fiftzcn years in prison for a crime they did not commit--a
crim: the British governament knows they did not commit,
a crime the IRA insists the six did not commit.

Recently, the Guilford Four were released and exoner-
aled of a bombing which took place within a week of the
Birmingham bombing. They were released on the grounds
that they had been torturcd, that the police investigators al
the time aliered noles on inlerrogations, and five of the
twelve police bed at the trial. The same police were in-
volved with the Birmingham Six interrogations, but the
British government refuses to consider releasing them.
Still, human rights activists, politicians, and church offi-
cials from all over the world are again calling for a reopen-
ing of the case.

The prison warders were later charged with beating the
six. They gave evidence that the six had been beaten when
theyreached the prison. The six tried to sue the police, but
were blocked by Lord Denning, Master of the Rolls, who
stated, “If the siv men win, it will mean that the police were
guilty of perjury, that they were guilty of violence amd
threats, that the confessions were involuntary and were
improperly admitted in evidence and that the conviclions
were erroneons... This is such an appalling vista that every
semsible person in the land would saw, Tt cannot be right
these actions should go any further.™ Eight vears liter,
Denning said it wasbetter that some innoceat mea remain
in jail tham that the integrity of the English judicial system
be questioncd. Thus, it is clear that the British government
has as its first concern the sanctity of its image as the eradle
of justice rather than the upholding of justice.

In 1985, experiments commissioned by a British televi-
sion company showed that the forensic tests used on the
Birmingham Six could reset potitively 1o innocent sub-
stances, such as the plastic eoating on playing cards. This
is infleresting in light of the fact thai the six asseried that
they had been playing cards at the time of the bombing

In 1986, a former police officer said the sixmen had been
intimidated by noise, guns, and dogs while in custody.
Also, a lormer woman police officer admilted that she had
seen the six heaten while in custody. Stll, the three-judge
court hearing the appeal upheld the conviction, In 1987,
the British Home Scoretary was forced (o send the Bir-
mingham Six case back to the Court of Appeal. Al the
hearing, a senior police officer was found 10 have altercda
schedule of times and details in interviews with the six.

Reproduce & Distribute

Dr. Skuse, who had conducied foressic tests, eontradictied
himself repeatedly in the witness box. The judges were
forced to concede that his test “was not speeific for mtro-
glyceride.” In addition, officers involved were alleged 10
have fabricated evidence.

In September, 1988, B.M. Blumberg & Co., submitted a
petition (o the Enropean Court of Human Rights. They
alleged a violation of Article 6 of the European Convention
of Human Rights which gusrantees that each person is
eafitled to @ fair and public bearing and Armide 13, which
guarantees thal everyone whose rights and frecdoms as set
out ia the Convention are violated shall have an effective
remeady before a national authority. In 1988, the Court of
Appeals rejected the abuse claims.

In September, 1989, the IRA reitersfed that the Bir-
mingham Six were nol responsible for the Birmingham
bombing. Also in September, the Irish Embassy in Lon-
don did a report on the implication of the West Midland's
Crime Squad. Prime Minister Charles Haughey of Ireland
has since requested that the West Midlands police squad
be suspended,

Peter Barry, lormer Irish Forcign Minister, stated that
snce the investigation into the West Midlands Police Seri-
ous Crimes Squad in Britain included officers involved
with the Birmingham Six, the investigation should cover
that fime,

Dick Spring of the Irish Labor Party bas called for a
reopening of the case.

Maullin, British Labor MP, who has been
working for the Birmingham Six, has called upon the
British Home Seeretary Douglas Hurd to reopen the case,

Tomas Cardinal (V'Fisich of Ircland, the Bishop of Bir-
mingham, the Roman Catholic Bishop of Birmingham and
a chairman of the Bermingham Coundl of Christian Churches
have all cafled for a reopening of the case.

Wrile to President George Bush (White House, Wash-
mgton, DC 20500) and uwege that be call upon the British
government [o reopen the case. Cerlainly, in considering
that the Birmingham Six, like (he Guilford Four, were
beaten in custody, and that the police investigators (abri-
cated and altered interviews and schedules, and the foren-
sie tests are known bo be inconclusive, i s time for this casce
tebe reopened so that the Birmingham Six, who have kst
Lfthteen years of their Fves, will also be cxoncrated and
released,
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THE MACBRIDE PRINCIPLES
CAMPAIGN NEEDS YOUR HELP!!!

Each member has an important role 1o play in Winning
vital grassroots support for pending national and state
MacBride Principles legislation. Britain's new fair employ-
meat legslation which is grossly inadgquate, according to
Britain's Labour Party, Dr. Christopher McCrudden, one
of Evrope’s lormost anti-discrimination experts, and the
Maorthern Ireland Fair Employement Trust, will be a kin-
derance to our continued success if we do not slep-up our
ellorts lo win grassroots support. We must pet endorsements
for the MacBride Principles from local and county
governments and from local organizations, church grougs,
unson locals. eic. (In the October, 1989 issue of the newslet-
ter [Volume 14 No. 10] we printed a resolution for use with
organizations, chubs, et Copies can be obigined by sending
a self addressed, stamped envelope io the PEC.}

To help generate that support, we have prepared below
a draft MacBride Principles resolution for use by town
povernments. All members arc asked 1o contact their local
councilmember and ask that he or she introduce the reso-
lution in the town council. Our resolution can be used as 3
guide. You can solick help from fricnds {welcome non-
American Irish) in this endeavor. Copies of all adopted
resolutions must be sent to the American Irish Palitical
Education Commitiee (PEC),

IT IS MOST IMPORTANT that copies of the adopted
resolufions be sent 1o your US Congressman and 115
Senators. They must know that these actions have beea
taken. In states that have not vet adopted MocEride
Principles legislation, il is equally important that your
slale representatives receive a copy.

To belp you promote the resolution, we have available
excellent materials: MacBride Principles { Think Abour iy
brochures at $.10 ca.; Testimony by (Hiver Keamney, Execu-
tive Secretary of the Northern Ircland Fair Emplovment
Trust, at $.10 ea. and our excellent MacBride Principles
Bricfing Paper which we will include al no charge,

MacBride Principles Resolution
For Town Governments

WHEREAS, the cxistence of anti-Catholic discrimina-
tion in Northern Ircland is & reality and that a aystem of
economic spartheid bas been maintsined in Northern
Ircland for 70 years resalting in the infliction of viokence
against the people of Northern Ircland, and

WHEREAS, this is an issue involving both economics
and human rights bringing Fair Emplovment for Northern
Ircland as an accepted standard of cur own country de-
signed to induce thirty three U.S. owned corporations with
operations in Morthera Ircland to adopt a minemum
standard of equal opportunity in employment, and

WHEREAS, legislation sponsored by Senators Frank
Lautenberg and Al I¥Amato, and Congressman Hamil-
ton Fish, has been introduced in the United States Senate
and House of Represeniatives calling for American

companics o adopt the MacBHride Principles, and

WHEREAS, the MacBride Principles were promul-
gated in November of 1984 under the authorship of Ire-
land's great 20th century International Statesman, Dr,
Sean MacBride, as a useful nos-violent activily. They are:
L. Imcrease representation of individuals from under-
represented religious groups in the workforee including
managerial, supervisory, administrative, clerical and tech-
mical pobs;

L Provide for adequate security for the protection of mi-
nority employees both at the workplace and whils traveling
to and from work:

3. Ban provocative religious or political emblems from the
workplace;

4, A]]jlﬂ':q::ninuahmddhepnﬂiclymd\r:rm:dmd
special recruitment efforts should be made to attract
applicants from underrepreseated religious groups;

3. Layolff, recall, and termination procedures should not in
practice, favor particular religious groupings;

fi. Abaolition job reservations, appreaticeship restrictions,
and differential employment criteria, which discriminate
on the basis of religion or ethaic origin;

7. Develop training programs that will prepare substantial
numbers of current minority employees for skilled joodes,
including the expansion of cxisling programs and the
crealion of new programs to train, upgrade, and improve
the skills of minority employees;

& Establish procedures i assess, identify and actively
recruil minority employees with poteatial for farther ad-
vancement; amd

9. Provide for the appointment of a senior management
stafl member to oversee the company's affirmative action
efforts and the seiting up of timetables to carry out equal
opportunity principles.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESQLVED, that the
{name of your town council, etc.) support and adhere 1o
the MacBride Principles.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town of
{name of your town, village, etc.) will support shareholder
resclutions that call for adoption of MacBride Principles,
andthat after a period of three years, if these companics do
not abide by the MacBride Principles, will no longer
purchase any prodect manufactured or dsiribsted by
these companies or make any new invesiments in these
COMmPanies,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of Lhis
resolution be sent to the State Governor, affected Con-
gressperson, both US, Scnators and the American Trish
Political Education Committes. (If your state has not yet
adopted the Principles inchude thar copies be sent o perti-
nent siate legislators, j

Prepared by: AMERICAN Irish Political Fducat
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THE PEC MEMBER --An Important Person
by John J. Finucane

Too many people play down their importance a3 mdradoals
the non-violeat American campaign to end British colonialism
and oppression in Northern Ircland. What can 1 do, I am oaly
one person, they ask. The reality is that any person can work
alone and from the comfort of the home, and still be very
effective, if they mre part of the American Irish Political
Education Committee (PEC) network!

You, the indiqdual member of the PEC, are the most impor-
tant part of our organization. Without you nothing happens.

When you work with fellow members from across the coun-
iry, through our Reproduce & Distnbule and Action Bequeest
programs which appear in our American Irish Newsletter, and
our Telephone Hotling (914) 4297849, vou are very efleciive.
What makes us elfective as individoals is the fact that we are
working together. It is you who determine how cffective our
organization will be in its work through the American demo-
cratic process, 1115 you who can shatter the myth that one must
support viplence in order (0 oppose British colonialism and
oppression in Morthern Ireland, This is a favorite ploy of the
BLS. (British Information Service). Tt is you, the individual
member, who make the PEC work — you are the PEC!

When you write the letters requested and distribute the

Reproduce and Distribute articles from the newsleticer, vou are
being extremely effective in countering British propaganda
and censorship in the American media. Just think: if only one
thousand members reproduced our monchly Reprodoce misd
Dastribute article and distributed it to only ten influential and

STUDENT SUPPORT FOR MACBRIDE
ON THE RISE!!!

The grass roots campaign for the MacBride Principles for Fair
Employmeat in Northern Ireland has gained momentum on
college and university campuscs in the United States,

Studentsin a1 keast seven colleges are now involved in educat-
ing their peers, professors, and school administrators of our
country’s moral obligation to cnact MacBride legistation.

The American Irish PEC recently made a presentation at a
major universtily in Connecticut. Sandy Carlson, the PEC's
Student Activities Coordinator, discussed British employment
discrimination policies in Northern Ireland and encouraged
students towork for MacBrde at the university. Also, a visitor
from Belfast spoke on behalf of Insh political prisoners and the
abuses they sufler at the hands of the British. The event was
well reecived and well publicized.

It is the PEC's goal to aid in initiating and supporting
MacBride activitics at colleges and universitics throughowt the
United States, thercby demonstrating to our federal govern-
ment that United States citizens demand MacBride legislation.
For further information contact Sandy Carlson at 23 Cournt
Street, New Haven, Connecticut 06511 (203/787-5757) or m
the PEC’s national office (Malloy Bullding, Stony Point, NY
10F980-1502) for a free student action miormation k.

BOOKS AND VIDEOS, ETC.
Make checks payable to American Irish Awareness Comm.

sympathetic people in their communifies, the FECwould reach
) thousand people who are most likely wonformed sboul
Mol n lruloml vocls ool v 120 ilecssnsd pricepele wwes
year. Remember! The informalion you are spreading s nil
aired by news media in the United States,

USE YOUR CLOUT: Flay a part in our letier wraling cam-
paigns and spread the Reprodicce & Distribute articles. The
articles also help 1o recruit sew FEC members.

BEHIND THE MASK  VHS Yideo
Produced by Actpasion, Directed by Frank Martin

Alter 20 years of violest confict in the North of Ereland this @ the fimt
docwmentary on the [RLA 38 sees throwgh 1he syes of activiens from the presest
Campaiga

It recnads o viden the opdnicns and experiences of the men and wome s wio
haes carmed 1he struggle lor lrsh isdcpendence inbs the presces) day,

It aimy, ot o reprosesd (b fxmilaer lndmarks of the hissory hooic bu b
£ulen | pe e personal motivations, arsons and sacTifices belend those events,
irsing the tommon cxpericnos of the guerrilla army — delenie of b
prople, @king up arms, combat, o iife ‘on-the-nan’, ENpriscoment, politio
edmcabion and the constant nsk of wolenl death.

Mow lor the (it time (B silence isbroken s former [eadieg 1RA membsers

speak openly and pive =5 the vsew from Belind The Mask

Order # B978. £3995

AWOUNDED CHURCH By Fr. Joseph McVeigh

‘Ths contove rsiad book has cessed an upnoar in lretend, nonh asd sowb o
has boen banned by Yents Behgious Bortaiones in Ircland

Fr. hicVeigh's book “A Wounded Church™ |oois a1 1he hissory of e
Cathaolic Chierch in Ireland over the Lis) two contericd in ibe light of ibe
presewnt mobe of te Catbolic hicranchy m tho oegoing conllice. After ceni ames
of porsocution of (he Cathole Cherch in Ircland the Cathiolac hinramhy

emerped in the Luiter hall of the eighieenth ceatury s an ally of Britsh
ool rule oy asc scon by & lage scotod Of 1heir ows |;'|:|:'|'ﬁ:.lil|.|:l:i rall
the Batish povernment rather than spinival and morml kaden.

Aconeding 1o the uihor the hiohogs coatsually Sondems yoleas e Wi
dolining it amd withowt onabring the oot cases of injustioe and poverty. Fro
MlcVeigh caa they B oo fir fafled 1o conde mon the intitationalied veolense e
ol the Mot and therefom e besome part of the problem. Published by
Serceer Press. Faperback, 130 pp.

Urder # Vi S11.45
THE DAY MICHAEL COLLINS WAS SHOT

By Meda Ryan Paperback, 192 pp

Order # B4 £12.95

A MUSICAL SIX CASSETTE PACK OF IRELAND

Thie careplaonal valer (kix cassctics) inclodcs the following: Frank Fancr-
won's Parewell My Derry Lowe (12 selersons]; Paddy Reslly Lse (11 slec
ticmik The Fereys Finest (16 sclestions s James Last's Rose OF Trakes (15
sebections ). Tomy Kenny Sings Damny Boy (20 selectiom ], amsd Pachiy
Pecmasand A Musical Tagic of Irckand [ 26 micchions ). Perchiged indivafually
wenald evsl 58

S99

Order # AJDD0
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MAJOR MEMBERSHIFP DRIVE

PLEASE HELP US with our St. Patrick's (February/March)
membership drive! We will provide posters and m
brochures, A membership application will be included in the
February newsletter. These items can be displayed ar St
Patrick’s Day dances and festivals. For informatioa call toll
free (BO0) 777-6807, anytime during the day. Be sure to leave
your name and phone # if no one s available at the office.

ACTION REQUEST # 1 by Albert R. Doyle

W know that the ssue in Northera Ireland is not fusdamen-
tally a religions dispute but is a political one: should the north
be a part of a uniled, democratic Ireland or a colonial append-
age of Britam? Because the nationalists are usually Catholics
this conflict imevitably has religious overtones with serious anti-
Catholic discrimination being a recognized feature of the
“system” in the morth. Despite this history, the Catholic
Church in Ireland has usually not takes a stand as an organiza-
tion oo the Northern troubles -- although indwidual clergy
have. The reasons for this are also historic -- a socally and
politically comservative leadership, buying into the British
propaganda line which equates the nationalist position with
support of violenee and fear of the reduction of church power
m & United Ircland Our own American bishops have always
deferrcd to their Irish counterparts in this area and in their

Of course they do comment - ofien strongly —- on other
controversial foreign conflicts, This month's better is to call the
atteation of the US. Catholic Bishops to this anomaly and 10
request them totake action. Write the letter below in your own
words and get family and friends to do the same.

Mational Conference of Catholic Bishops
3211 4th Swreet, NE

Washington, D} 20017

Your Excellencies:

I ask that you speak out about British colonialism and
oppression in Northern Ireland and that you seppornt the
MacBride Principles Campaign.

| am disappointed that the most recent report of the Confer-
ence of Bishops did not make any worthwhile comment on the
MNorthern Ircland situation. You must be aware of the oppres-
sion of Catholics in that eolonial outpest of Britsin, Heman
Rights violations have been documented beyond dispate in
Morthern Ircland. As a concerned person, | note with approval
your ferthright stand on other such violations elsewhere and
cannot help wondering why Ircland is ignored. | assume it is
because you are taking your cuc from the Irish Bishops who
have traditicnally avoided the issuc for a variety of reasons, |
suggest that this secd not be accepted by you as Americans and
Christians concerned about injustice wherever it occurs. 1 ook
foreard to your response on this urgent matter,

annual reports have avoided commenting on Northern Ireland. Sincerely,
T e o e e e R D s e — e e -
MULTI-PURPOSE COUPON AMERICAN IRISH PEC
Malloy Building BLLK RATE
| IMEMBERSHP FENEWAL OR | | NEW MEMBERSHIP Stony Paint, NY 10980 S
[ 1520 1- YEAR [ |%35 2- YEARS Garnerdlla, N ¥
[ | CHANGE OF ADDRESS e 1
[ ] DONATION
[ ]1800Ks, VviDEDS, ETC. PLEASE DO NOT REMOVE LABEL
FOR NEW MEMBERS OR CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Hasma
Address
Clity T & Ip
[RELES PRGN
Membarship inciudes & one-year sabscripbon bo our manghly
Pararsiatiar, Vi membership supparts all o sctivities,
TO ORDER TAPES, VIDEDS, BOOKS, ETC,
ary ORDERS EACH AMOLNT MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL NOTICE
9001- January
Compare this number o the number appearing on thetop
line of your label above. If the numbers are the |
same, of lower, eg., B310, 8908 etc., your membership is |
— due or overdue for renewal. Please use adjo Multi- |
- PupunCa::m and check appropriate box. Label above,
if correct, will sutfice for your address. For change of
Sub Total address fill in above.
NYS Fesidents add sales tay —
Dhipping__ 250
TOTAL REMNEW IN ADVANCE TO ENSURE UNINTERRUSTED RECEIPT OF

YOLIR MEWSLETTER!
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