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NEWS BITS by Kathy Regan

The United Mations Human Rights Commission in Swilzes-
land will hear a submission on behalf of the Birmingham Six.
The submission is based on the grounds that their comviction
was “a violation of buman rights, duc process and a maladmin-
istration of justice..[the Birmingham Six] are a standing cx-
ample of all that is defective n the English judicial and law
enforcement system when it comes to emotive and semi-
colonial Bssues.” Afier the hearing the United Nations will
publish the submission and circulate it throughout the world.
The Birmingham Six case may also be placed on the agenda of
the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Enrope where
participating states (the United States, Canada, Turkey and all
Ewropean countries excepl Albania) can raise collective and in-
divsdyal human riﬂid'_'l. abuses in cach other's E::rr-ql,:rgl. l::lrlp.h
News, 27 /90)....The Lord Mayor of Birmingham at the time
of the 1976 pub bombings called for the British povernment to
re-cxamine the Birmingham Six convictions *in the interests of
todal justice,” “One expects the law 1o be totally fair and bonest
in all of #s dealings and | have assumed that that had been the
case over the vears, Bul new evidence suggests there may have
been some mBcarmiage somewhere and (he re-opening of ths
case with this evidence u something that should now (ake
place." (Trish News, 1/11/90).__In the spirit of Live Aid and
Band Awd, & sew imstiative was launched to rase funds and
public awareness about the case of the Birmingham Six and
others believed to be wrongfully imprisoned. A song entitled
For All It's Worth will be recorded in Dublin. A 3-minute video
accompanying the single will explain the mosicians’ concern
and motivation in making the record Co-ordinator Frank
Cassidy stated, “The release of the Guildford Four has high-
lighted injustice and we no loager think it is acceptable for
people to live under the threat of legislation such as the PTA
which has been responsible for so many wrosgful convictions of
Irizh people.” (Irish Post, 1/27/90).“The greatest states-
men are often those who are prepared to change their minds
and admit they were wrong. Gorbachev and de Klerk have
gained enormously in stature in announcing that policics which
they have operated all their lives are utterly mistaken and must
be reversed.. [Mrs. Thatcher] has procesded on exactly the
oppesite princple. Change of tactic by her is regarded as a sign
of weakness...It is her failure to acknowledge failure [in North-
ern Ircland] which diminishes her reputation as a world figure.™
(Observer, 2/11/90)......Dr. Cabal Daly failed to respond to a
request from eomemunity leaders 1o discuss bis reporied posi-
lipn on the MacBride Principles. A stalement ssued by the
lesders, Oliver Kearney, Claran de Baroad, Ann Bradley and
Father Des Wilson, stated, It is utterly deplorable that Bishop
Daly, who professes the non-political nature of his role, should
Continued on page 6

WHITE HOUSE REBUFFS AMERICAN IRISH

U February 16 the White Hoase contacied (he American Inish
Political Education Committee (FEC) toarrange a mecting be-
twoen leaders of the American Irish community and Ambasaa-
dor Robent Blaciowill, Special Assistant to the President from
the Mational Secority Coundl. After a series of discussions and
al the wrging of John Finucane, PEC Mational President, it was
decided that the Councl of Presidents of Major Irish Amenican
Organizations (COF) and the American Protestants For Truth
About Ircland would represeat the Amenican Irish commumity,

Two represaentatives from each of the groups in COP were
invited (American Irish Congress, American Irish PEC, AOH,
Brehon Law Sockety, Irish American Labor Coalition, LALIC,
Morad (IMA}, and the Knights of Equity). The PEC was rep-
resenied by Jobn Fmuocane, Natonal Presdeni and Tom
¥Flaherty, Mational MacBride Principles Consuliant,

The purpose of this high-level meeting was two-fold: a dem-
onstration of the willingness of the Bush Adminisiration to
meel with representatives of the American Trish community to
discuss Northern Ireland related issues; and to exchange infor-
mation and views regarding the February 27 mecting between
Pressdent George Bush and Treland's Prime Minister Charles
Haughey.

All representatives were approved by secunity, which is nor-
mal procedure, and personally invited by a White House rep-
rescatative. Joha Finscane, who supplied the bst of names and
organizations 1o the White House, checked m advance 1o be
sure all were approved.  Paul Marray, National President of
INA when personally contacted, abso asked if they were certain
of TNA's iavitation. He wat assured that there were no
problems,

As the meeling was about to begin, it was learned that three
members of the COP contingent, including Paul Murray (TNA),
were denied entry by ihe Secret Service. In a demonstration of
solidasity and in protest of the Administration’s bebavior, all
members of the group walked out.

This behavior is an insull 1o all Americans of Inish beritage as
it displays clearly the pro-Brtish, anti-American Insh activist
bins of the Administration, This bias exsts only becanse of the
silence of the vast majonity of American Irish, mcluding many
very imflucatial people, on the issue of British colonialism in
Ireland which allows the British government undeserved influ-
ence upon our Government leaders.

We belicve thal a mecting between the Bush Administration
and COF represeatatives will take place now that the Admini-
sirabion recognizes the legitimacy of pur organizations, This
fact was made clear by the recent high level State Department/
COP mecting, As Americans working through the American
democraciic process, we arc entitled to their continued respect.

Continwed on pagee 6§
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
ON IRELAND SET FOR AUGUST 9-11, 1990

A major conference on the future of Ireland will take place
Angust 9 - 11. Organizations from many countries are being
invited to attend. Topics of discussion will include Ireland’s
place in the world and what political, cconomic and human
rights arrangements will have 1o be made.

This International Conference will take place 3t the Coa-
ference Ceatre, Europa Hotel, Belfast. This location which
is in Belfast city center, has been chosen 1o send a message o
the British government that the days of restricting such con-
ferences to “nationalist™ areas are over, The nike of the
Conference freland - The Way Forward  imphes the precon-
dition that Insh people i Ircland will decide their own
future,

Springhill Ave, Belfast BT12 7QF, Northern Ireland.

MACBRIDE PRINCIPLES UPDATE

VIRGINIA - A MacBride Principles bill has passed in the
House of Representatives and 15 presently awaiting action in
the Scoale, A viclory in Virginia, a southern state, will be a
major boost for the MacBnde Campaign...MAINE - Shannon
Eaton, PEC State Director, advises us that a MacBnde Prin-
ciples "divestment” proposal is well undersay in Maine, In
1988, s MacBride Prinaples mvestment bill, mitiaied by the
American Irsh PEC, was signed mio law. The new hall,
imifiated by several state legislators and not by American Irish
activists, was prompied by the failure of American companics
operating in Northern Ireland to adopt ihe Principles. Tom
¥Flaherty represented the PEC.. .NEW YORK - On March
13 hearngs were held by the Mew York Ciay Council on
proposed MacBride Prinaples contract compliance legrslation,
John Finucane testified on behalf of the PEC.
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FROM THE EINTOR

Fow ey vears Nelbion Mandela, of the Afncan National Con-
Freas, oaf uhAodiced in prisoe; formtany years, the simgele agein
apartheid in South Africa rermugined an intemal alfeir and litte
krowr o the outnide wordd, for many years, few mutnide Sowth
Africa cared.

Suddenly, after 27 years, Nelvon Mandela i out of prizon and
apartheid i5 coring & an emd!

Why smuch dramatic chanpes towands democracy in South
Africa’ Beomire the media, for whatever reqson, decided fo
rake an ivrue af this infusace, Wth the support and indenveniion
of the media, apartheid, econormic sanctions and Mandela sud-
denly becarne popilar issues throughout the free world, It was the
miedlia thar created public awareness and put pressure on political
fraders.

An exampie of thet pressure was President George Bush's in-
vitatecwy b VWelson Mandels o il the Dnited States even thoigh
Mr. Mandela hat publicly sated that e will mot rule owl vielerce
as @ meants of ending apartheid Wosild this have happened
withowu! presmre from the media?

It is obvious that poditicians will do whatever is necessary, even
fr the exieril of reversing thar ponifions, Io profec their oilenedl
and those of teir political partics.  They know @ band-wapon
witerl they see one,

Beil waingl abowd Northverr dreland P

Do not the media have the same responsibility o treat with
cqual imbensity and il British injustice in Northern Ireland?
Do the media not have the same responsibility to treal fairty and
frally the MacBride Principles Campaign for Fair Employment in
Northem Ireland? Do the media not have the same responsibility
totreat fairly and fully the wnjist imprizorment of Joe Doberty by
the American Govermment?

The Amenican lrish Political Education Cormmitiee (PEC) nall
cortie i3 effors o pressune the media through o5 leffer-wriling
Membership-By-Mail and Reprodiice & [hstribule programs.

You can help by compiying with our Action Requests; by
distributing owr Reproduce & Distrilnete articles and by recruiting
mew rembers for the PEC
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FROM THE NORTH
by Fr. Dies Wilson, leading Northen Freland civil nights activin
and Director of Conweay Mill in Belfast

The behef that a deal is being done in Ireland is guite strong ai
the moment. The British secretary of state went on a round of
persuasion tours trying to get members of parties other than
Sinn Fein to talk,

The republican movement gave the same answer as the
Alfrican National Congress: Start talks and we shall discuss
stopping the war. At the same time Sinn Fein signaled that they
were open to talks without preconditions. The northern union-
sl have given the same answer to Brooke as before: “We are
ool talking until the Agreement is [ad aside.™ They arc talking,
of course, but they are in a weaker position now than lor many
YEars.

The great bastions of unionist privilege are in jeopardy: the
shipyards and Shorts, are in new owaership; new fair employ-
menl practices are being forced on a reluctant British govern-
ment and industrial establishments by the MacBride Principles
Campaign;, and the unionist campaign against the Anglo-Irish
Agrecment has failed. They will get a good deal mthe end. Not
because they have forced it out of reluctant governments, but
because, like a baby agrecing to take a milk bottle, they wall
amply bave agreed 1o accept what everybody wanted (o give
them in the first place. They wall get all they could desire in a
new Ireland, but aorthern nationalists will not -- Dublm/Lon-
don atrategy is to give them as fittle as possible and 1o blame
ihem for everything.

Fair emnployment pracisces such as the MacBride Principles,
for whatever reason they are introduced, weakens the power of
the scoret socctics.  These sceret socicties, the orange kodges,
black preceptories, and masonic cells, with the approval of the
British government, dictates who should get jobs and how high
they should go in their profeiaons. The system is all-pervasive,
breeds mefficency and enderles ihe declne of the coonomy
in the north of Ireland. lnstead of building and creating, about
half the population i nowwatching the other half and taking m
the military's washing.

One of the reasons why the British bave resisted Eair employ-
menl is that once fair employment comes in, the power of the
pocrel sociclies goes oul. Scoret socketics have controdled all
aspects of the system from the beginning. If unfair employment
gocs, much of the power of the scoret socicties goes.  Few
decent Profcstant men and women would tolerate the figgery
pokery of the religio-political cells if their Ivelibood and
promotion did not depend upon it.

And 1o add significance to significance, the government
through the BBC broadcasts a critical asscssment of the UDR.
Thizs & followed by a statcment by Lord Hunt, who was
responsible for the UDR in the first place, in which he says the
UDR should be dishanded. And the reason for his change of
mind? Why, he saw the BBC progarm, of course.

Clearky, the British government infends either o dishand or
to respectabilize the troops and is prepanng (he pubbc for o

A deal then is being hammered together by the cvil servants
and has been given & besitant voice by Peter Brooke, but
mobody knows what it i, That it involves Earopean defence &
hardly in dowbt. That it involves repartition is possible. That

PEC TO SEEKS TO ORGANIZE
GRASSROOTS SUPPORT GROUPS
IN SUFFOLK COUNTY, NEW YORK AND
WORCESTER. MASSACHUSETTS

The PEC needs members to organize PEC grassroois sup-
port groups in Worcester, Massachusotts and Suffolk County
{Loag Island), New York, If youwoubd ke totake aleadmg
rale in the formation of these groups, please contact the
PEC national office at: Malloy Building, Stony Point, NY
10980 or call (914) 9472726,

PEC representatives will travel 1o your location to help in
ibt organizing process.

There is much to be donc at the local community level
including passage of MacBride Principles kegislation and
resolutions by County and Town governments, and cducat-
ing the public. 1t is time that we Americans starl asserting
ourselves!

We urge members in other parts of the US to consider
forming a unit in their communitics,

JOE DOHERTY UPDATE

A three-judge pancl of the 2nd Cirenit Court of Appeals has
beard Joe's appeal from ihe deportation orders of Attorneys
Oencral Meese and Thornburgh and has taken the case *“under
advisemend.”

The LS. Dept. of Justice has agreed that, if Joe does aot
prevail in the 2od Cireuit, & vall aol execute the deportation
order for 9 days after the Court’s decision, thus grving Joe the
opportunity 1o file 3 petition for a wril of cemiorari to the LS.
Supreme Court. If a petition i then filed, the order of
diportation will be sayed pending final dsposition by the
Supreme Court,

Please write o and telephone vour coagressional represen-
tatives and urge them (o sign on 1o House Concurrent Resolu-
tion No, 62 and Scmate Concurrent Resolution No, 62 in
support of Joe,

Un February 29 the PEC sent a specinl mailing to all members
in New York State requesting that they write to Senator Danlel
Muownihan (D-NY) arglng that he support Joe Doberty and co-
sponsar SCR #6). Recently the media expased the Senstor
For nol having & position on Doberty. Moynihan's office stated
that ke will soon Lake a position,

it involves acceptance of the RUC backed up by the SDLF and
the churches is scarcely 1o be doubled cither. Whether the
SDLP will be stroag caough to resist i or the church weakened
encugh (o be forced by its own people 1o sy “No™ as well,
remains lo be seen. Al the momend, it seems clear that the war
15 moing 1o become more and more unwinnable as nationahsgs
and republicans become more sclf-assared and the alnbny of
comscrvative churchmen and politicians to thwart the wishes of
thewr own people grows less and kess.
Yes, there is room for casious optimism,
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NEW YORK: Haven For United Irishmen
by Margaret Fitzgerald, Ph.D., historian

Mew York became a baven for Insh patriots who fled British
oppression in the early 19th century. After the mass arrests in
the 1798 Rising, the British exccuted many leaders, sent others
to slave in Prussian mines, impressed hundreds into the army
and navy, and transported more 1o Australian penal colonies,

A group of T4 prisoners, to avoid further bloodshed, signed a
treaty giving " honourable information™, without names, on the
United Irish organization, in return for cessation of reprisals
and voluntary cale (o America, The 76 knew that informers
had already given this information, including names. The
British kncw that they did not have to keep this treaty, treaty-
breaking being their custom. The Irish Vieeroy, Lord Corawal-
ls, believed that scading the volatile United Irshmen o
America would facilitate a peacefol veion of England and
Ircland with equal rights for all. {After the Act of Union,
Corowallis resigned in protest over the King’s refusal to grant
the promised Catholic Emancipation, )

Representing the 76 signatories, Thomas Addis Emmel
wrote to US, Presideat Jobn Adams for passports. Rufus
King, & would-be aristocral who was Ambassador at the Court
of 5t James, had no difficulty in persusding Adams to reject
thisrequest. Adams had already pushed through the Alien and
Sedition Acts on the pretest of danger from the United Trish-
men. Actually, Adams wanted dictatorial powers to suppress
the anti-Federahsts who included long-time resident American
Irish. This was obviows from the quick imprisonment of Mai-
thew Lyon under the Sedition Act. Irish-born Lyon, s Member
of Congress who had fought in the Revolution with Ethan
Allen’s Vermoniers, was convicied for sayving thal the pomp of
the presidenstial mansion more became the conrt of a king than
the president of a republic.

Adams bost his bid for a second term. New York was a
deciding state in giving the clection to more democratic Tho-
mas Jefferson. And Mew York soon welcomed the United
Irishmen who had languished ia jail for want of Amenean
acceplance.

Samuel Neilson was the first member of the United Irish
Directary to reach New York. Neilson, born in 1761 in County
Down to a Presbyierian minister, made a fofune in busmess
before becoming involved in politics. He saw that the Catholic
Committes, with most penal Laws still standing, was tooweak to
be cffective. It was his idea that Catholics and Protestants
should work together for Catholic Emancipation, parfiamen-
tary reform, and eventually complete independence. Meilson,
with Walfe Tone, Henry Jovy MeCracken, and a few others,
founded the United Inshmen in Belfost in 1791,

In 179 Neilson was imprisosed for spreading treason through
his newspaper. Released im 1798 under the condition that he
refrain from “treasonable acts”, be did oot refrain. He was
caught trying to contact Lord Edward Fitzgerald and the
Sheares brothers who were jailed in Dublin’s Newgate. Impris-
oned again, Neilson was freed by the Treaty of Amiens in 1302
and deported (o the MNetherlands.

Neilson came to New York in December 1B02 and was
welcomed for his republican idcalism. Less than a year later,
before his planned newspaper gol into print, be died suddenly

in Poughkeepsic, His body was interred in New York City but
laier was removed to Poughkeepaic Rural Cemetary.

Thomas Addis Emmet, born in Cork in 1764, studied medi-
cinc at Edinburgh and law atl Temple Bar in London. After be
was called to the Irish Bar, he defeaded Napper Tandy and
became the leading nationalist counsel, He took the United
Irish Ouath publicly in court to show that he considered it legal
When the '98 Rising failed, Emmet was imprisoped until 1802
Exled in France, be tried unsuccessfully to interest Napoleon
in a campaign in Ireland.

Alter arriving in New York in 1504, Emmet joined the Bar.
Within seven years he was Attorncy General for New York
State. Continuing his fight for frecdom, he took up the causes
of runaway slaves and indentured servants. He dicd saddenly
in 1827 on his favonite battleground, court, and was buricd in St
Mark’s im the Bowery. Later, a commemorative monument in
Insh, English, and Latin was placed m S0 Paul's churchyard.

Emmet regretted his rejection for asyum by Adams in 1798
because his younger brother would have accompanied him and
probably have been saved from the gallows in 1803,

MNew York also became the home of William MacMevan who
was bom in Galway in 1763 and educated in Praguc and
Vienna AMer returning to Dubln to practice as a physician, be
joined the Catholic Commitlee and then the United Inshmen.
Imprizoned in 1798, he was cxled in 1802 to France where be
later joined the Trish Brigade.

In 1805 MacNevan arrived in New York, He became a
professor of chemistry af the College of Physicians and Sur-
peons (Columbia University); he was resident physician fior
Mew York State; be authored many publications on medicine
and Irish history; and his research added much 1o the knowd-
edge of chemiziry. When he died in 1841, MacNesan was
buried in the Riker Family Cemetery (his wafe was Jane Riker)
near LaGuardia Airport, Queens. He has a irilimgual mong-
ment in Si. Paol's,

John Chambers and William Sampson were other leaders
who joined (he Unied Insh colony i Mew York after impris-
oamenl. Sampzon's davghler marned the son of Theobald
Walfe Tone.

After kis father's death, William Theohald Wolfe Tone was
declared an adopted child of the French Republic, wis edu-
caied there, and commissioned in the French Army. After
Waterloo, he went to New York and studsed law and served
bricfly in the army, He published his fsther's wrilimgs, wrote his
ography, and prepared many military manoals

Wolfe Tone had taken his family o exile in America
1795, Although his body is buried in Bodenstown, Kildare, his
wife Matilda (who marned again) & buried in Greeswood
Cemctery, Brooklyn, Close byis a readable headsione for their
grandchild Grace, dsughter of their son 'William and of Catk-
erme Sampson, descendant thus of two Unated Inish heroes.

The United Irishmen found a welcome in New York and
sympathy for their cause. Their bodies must lic uneasy sow a5
L1S. agents enter a cify workplace and arrest Insh men and
women. Their ghots musl sigh over the prison where an
Irishman secking refuge has been kepl almost seven years
without charges at the request of the British governmenat.
Perhaps the ghowt of John Adams is whispering “1 was nol the
only president who ‘dearly loved a lord.™
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ACTION REQUEST #1 DMTensive Siteations
by Kevin P. Murphy, Massachusetts State Director

SEND ALL OFFENSIVE SITUATIONS TO KEVIN P,
MURPHY, PO BOX 8895 . ] F KENNEDY STATION, BOS-
TON, MA 62114

Congratulations 10 Loretta Fizgibbons, secretary at the PEC
naiional office and member Hugh O Roarke of New Yaork, for
3 job well done.

When reporting on Lhe recenl presentation to Congress of
the Joc Doherty resolutions in Washington, DC, ncwsman
Ridand Smith of BOR- TV migakenly quoted that Joe Doherty
bhad killcd a prison guard. From the PFEC office, Loreita
Fuzgibbons organizcd a telephonc campaign to WOR request-
ing a retraction. The following evening Roland Smith retracted
his crror and gave further coverage on the case of Joo Doherty,
We commend Roland Smith and WOR,

Hugh (YRourke protesicd 1o the managemesnt of a Caldor
department store about their sale of green Dk gnd Be Trish
t-shirts. Several days later he was advised by a top exceutive of
the Calddor Departmernt Sore chain that the shins in question
arc being removed from all stores and retursed tothe manufac-
tarcr. We commend Lhe management of Caldor.

What made the difference was that Lorcita and Hugh as-
seried themselwes

Dr, Michacl Murphy of Mow Yaork has advised the PEC of a
oy ape named “Murphy™ thal s being markcied in many

algres. PEC research mdicstes tha I!hc'_gl Are hr.ing F::um:l.-cd in
spveral US markets. The ugly anti-Irish racism in the LS,
England and Australia has often depicted lrsh people as being
sub-human and apelike. Send protest letiers to, Applause Inc.,
Woodland Hills, Ca. 91367.....The Lyons {amily of New Jersey
informs the PEC that the Ross-Berric Company stll manufac-
turers S0 Patrick’s Day merchandee that assocates the Amen-
can Irish and 51 Patrick™s Day with the consumption of aloohol.
You arc urged to prolest o Russ-Berme msisting that they
discomtinee the production of offensive St Fatrick's Day mer-
chandise that ssociates the American Irish and 51, Patrick's
Day with alcohol. Lemers should be sent o Jennifer Munson,
Russ Berme Cog, 111 Baver Drive, Oakland, BMJ 07436,

Barbara Hafcr, Republican candidate for Govermor of Penn-
sylvanii, recently described Governor Robert P, Casey as "'a
redoeck Inshman from Scranton™, Top state legislabors bave
labelled Hafer's remarks as “bigoted™. Republican leader Kay
Flynn has expressed outrage. Pennsylvania volers are urged Lo
remember this on clection day.

mmm ETC.
mmﬂwmm

BALLYMURPHY and the Irish War
By Ciaran de Baroid

To understand and 1o feel the condittons, frustrations and the
suffcring endured by the nationalist community in Morthern
lrclund. you musl read Balivowrpy and The fnsh Wi

The ClA, Bratam's ML and MG, snd husdreds of academics
amd poernalisis have all metsculously scratinized the longest
ranmine, most complex, and most “professional”™ troable spaot
in (he world-Belfasi. From one poimnt of view, i0°s all aboui
“populstion conired” --a very mportant concern 35 ctics be-
come more congested and cconomic, housing, racial, and other
ricturcs provide Mash points of troable.

Beliaa, wath its long history of “1'\1.1|1'I.I1.'I|:i|.‘rﬂ. contred”, has
valupble lessaonms to offer. Here, nod for the first time i our
century, 3 oty has exploded and, incredibly, mamtained a sate
ol revolutvom Tor the betler part o a E_l:n:r.:tli.-uu_

Balhwmirphiy 15 The Tirst book 1o detal Iwenly years of ev Ery-
day life under such conditions.  Balhvruephy 18 2 nationalist
area of Bellast with a history of political, economic, psycholog-
cal and religious discriminatg.

Balhrnnepdry is the intimate sccount of the past X0 incredible
vears.  Moever belore has lile in 2 communily m Briain or
Irglsnad b cmsa lh-nrnub-hh Mo ented, -"n!:|'|-.'-1'_1_:,]ll|:||.' alithasp

EDUCATE THE PUBLIC
Reproduce & Distribute Program

Cher Reprocice & Distrbute (R&P) Program is prosving o be
elfective with regards (o cducating the public. Many mem-
bers advised s that they are distributing the RE&P articles in
many different ways., Some members are mailing them o
influential peopls intheir communitics {politicians, journal-
sl i;||.,:rg:.'I -;_:dur:llnn, |abwinr il,.'.ﬂ.il-l,'r!\.|I| 1;.14,'.']. e member
matked 1he anscles 1o over A jm.l.l'l'l.al'nqa. Some disirdmste
them at socidl gathennoes such as dances, concerts, festvals
and do mot resirict their efforis to Irish affairs. Another
member distnibutes them st his church aller senaces, Siuo-
dents are now distribuiing these materials at their colleges.
We are elfectively countening media censorship.

We need every member o participate in the distribotion
of the Reprodisre & Dittribule articles. The vast majosty of
Americans, Trish and non-Trish alike, arc nof aware of the
truth. Everyone vou conisct will lcarn something new and
soume will become active inthe FEC. We meed voor help!

TELEPHONE HOTLINE
914,/429-7849
For the latest action requests - 24 hrs. a day!

exhibits all the care of a scholar in his documentation, the style
is informal, almaost conversational. Ingance by instance, these
accounts are all presented against aboackground of cxplanation,
nd rhetoric. And each case is verilied by ierview, official
reports by stale or public inguiry, sewspaper publication, or the
work of other rescarchers. A reeord of heroic
cn d;:n::|I"|L'|.'_H.'..'|"-r'.'r|.r_.'- e i e ome Book 1 |:i1.q_' undﬂhl.:r:dinp
o the Momthoes Diglemd staation. Ststdy sall coscr, 400 pygs.

L o — 2 $15.95




THE ORANGE ORDER
AND NORTHERN IRELAND

Much has been writtcn and spoken about Northern Treland
and its discriminations, but we are no nearer ending this than
we ever have been, for we have failed to recognize that the
sole responsibility rests with the all-powerful Orange Owrder,

Having failed in this observation, we have allowed a hostile
media to describe events in Nosthern Ireland as mere con-
[roniations between Catholics and Protestants or IRA guer-
illas who want to unite the Prolestant North with the Catho-
lic South. Both interpeetations are widely accepted as a quirk
in the Irish temperament, nod worth the attention of other
peoples not directly imvolved,

Allowing such interpretations to go uncorrected has re-
subted in the alienation of the Protestant people and the
confasion of Catholbes.

Is Northern Ircland, the Orange Order controls the
municipalitics, large indusiry, agriculture, commerce, the ju-
diciary, police, the military, civil service, ete, with the result
that employment, education, and housing are largely denicd
to the mon- 3

The Orange Order bas little or nothing in commaon with the
Protestant religion or recognizable interpretation of Christi-
anity, but shows remarkable similaritics in speeches, writ-
inge, and sctivities to those of the Nazis and the Ko Klux Klan.

Orangeism does nol base its cxisience on Chast dying on
the Cross for all mankind, but King William of Orange riding
on his white horse and his military victories in 1690,

Orangeism does not preach Christianity's call for peaceiul
relations between peoples, but that they have rehgious and
material supremacy over others, historically referring to
themselves as “the Ascendency™ and scornfully referring to
Catholics as “papists.”

Orangeism is nod preached from Christian pulpits, but
within lodges, balls, and al rallics and parades, the two most
prominent being July 12 (Battle of the Boyne) and August 12
{Siege of Derry). The laller commemoralions arc sccompa-
nied not by Christian hymns but calculated provocations such
25 “The Sash™ and “Kick the Pope Over Dollie's Brac.™

The chicf spokesman for the Orange Order is lan Pasley,
who with some babdical iraining but no credentials as a
minister, was ordained by his father, a Baptist minister. The
latter was later deprived of his church by the Baptist Deacons
for excessive “Hell fire, brimstone, and anti-popery” preach-
ing. Like Father, like son: lan was himsell repudiated by the
elders of the cstablished Preshyterian Church. Consequently,
he set up a sect which he labelled “The Fres Presbyterians.”
Again let us note that there is no identification with the
established Protestant religion or the Protestant people as a
whale or authorization 1o speak on their behalf.

In Britain, the Republic of Ircland, the United States,
Canads, Australian, and New Zealand, there are some
enclaves of Orangeism, but Orangeism does not ruke as il
does in Northern Ircland. Perhaps this is the most damaging
aspect of Orangeism--only in the tiny Six Countics of Ircland,
where it has 3 majorily and rules supreme, does it wreak its
havoc,

Let s note that, although the arcas in which Naziism and

REPRODUCE & DISTRIBUTE

Ku Klux Klanism flourished could be said to be populated by
Protestant people, we wiscly did not surmisc that the Protes-
tant religion was responsible for these social abnormalitics.
In the same manner, ket us disassociate Orangeism from the
Protestant religion, for as loag as we allow this erroncous
conpotalion to continue, we are postponing the day of
Orangeism’s passing, the end of Esorimination agains Catho-
lics and the exploitation and enslavement of the Protestant
shipyard foor sweeper who s told that his job depends on
kecping higher echelon Orange Order members in their
coumiry cstales.

Why should the people of Britain, by their taxes, be obli-
gated to maintzin the Orange Order autocracy in their
democracy?

Lt us consistently separate Orangeism from religion, par-
ticularly the Profestant religson. Let us seck the help of the
Protestant religion. Let us seck the help of the Protestant
people and, through every avenue of approach by skilled and
ordinary people alike, with single purpose of mind, consis-
tently expose Orangeism as a prnciple cause of Northern
Ircland’s troubles.

by Gearold O'Feirne, New Jersey

JOIN The AMERICAN Irish
Political Education Committee (PEC)

founded 1975
(A mon-violent organization seeking to reusite Trcland)

For Membership [Informaton Caly
Call 800 T77-6807 between Spm and 9am

IRELAND - EUROPE'S
LAST CAPTIVE NATION

Proponents of justice the world over are elated by the recent
democratization of Eastern Europe, plans to rewnite Cicr-
miany, and some progress towards ending apartheid in South
Africa. Western world political and religious leaders includ-
ing our own Government represenlalives are CXpressing
greal satisfication and voicing their enthusiastic support for
democracy and freedom everywhere. Bat not o word about
British captivity and oppression in lreland:

For the past 20 years in Northera Ireland, nationalias kave
attempted to work through the democratic process 1o
achieve democracy, freedom and equal rights, They have
heen unssccessful in their efforts to bring aboul change. As
a matter of fact, their siluation has worsened. The British
government's response has beca more repression in an at-
templ to erush the will of the people.

Sadly enough, the 1S, State Depariment fally supports the
British and our clected lederal representatives turn their
backs, all becsuse Britain @ an “ally". Will Ireland forever
remain Europe’s Last Captive Natlon?

Published April 1990 by American Irish PEC, Matloy Building
Stony Point, NY 10980 — (914) 947-2726.



MEDIA CENSORSHIP / GOVERNMENT POLICIES
PROLONG VIOLENCE IN NORTHERN IRELAND

The tragedy in Northern Ireland bas continued unabated
since 1968 becawse its causes have been ignored by the major
pews media. The American media, in Ene with the British
Governmest and our Stale Department, lmits itself fo re-
ports that justily British presence in Irelsnd.

The media inaccurately emphasizes that the fighting is be-
tween Catholics and Protestants while depicting the British
army as "peacckeepens”. The media stresses the violence of
the IRA while playing down, if not omitting compleicly, the
extensive violence of the Britich army and lovalist muorder
gangs.

The media excludes in its coverage, important current
information and relevant historscal background which is
portinent to the public if they are to undersiand British gov-
crnment altitudes and prejudice against the Irish people. For
cxample, the media do ool report that the eonflic is a
sruggle by the nationalist community for democracy and
basic equal rights similar 1o the strogghe by the Blacks in
South Alrica; that the nationalists who make up 40% of the
movthern population are the original inhabitants of the land;
nor do they report that, dusing 800 years of British colonial
rule im Ircland, Catholics have been denicd basic rights.
S hist orians allepe that during this period the British pow-
ernmcnt killed almost 8 million Irish people in an cffort 10
enforee their colonial policics.

The media should hghlight that most Cathalics have an
mpul inio The democratic process. British olMicials and even
their religiows leaders will not meet with their community
keidiers

Mo Emporiant insighis arc provided. The media do mod re-
port that the British government is mot willing 1o bring about
change for fear of losing Loyalist support, I is lovalists”
suppirt that guaranices British control of Northern Ireland.
The lowalists, who happen tobe Protestant, are manipulaed
by the powcrful Orangee Order, the equivalent of America’s
Kiu klux Kan (KKK}, The Britsh government refoses (o
crack down on the Orange Order and will not pass effective
el rights legislastion in order to enforce equaliy,

Huch biased reporting denics [he poblic the necessary in-
formation meeded 1o make informed  decisions. Therefore,
the modin preclndes American opposition to British Oppres-
sioft in Northern Ireland, Furthermore, the media denies
the public an understanding of US State Depariment support
fior ospprissive British policics i Northern Ireland,

It was not until the media decided 1o cover fully and fairky
the impustice of aparthicd in South Africa and the sanctions
being taken against i1, including the Sulfvan Principies of
Fair Emplowmant, that pressure began (o build on the South
African government o move lowards democracy. There is
nr doubd that the same thing would happen regarding British
presence in Ireland, if the media chose to treat it exiensively
and fawrly.

As Americans we are entitled o the truth® [t is our
nght 1o demand 1hat our media treat the subject of British
colonislism i Ircland fairly and sccurately, Further, we
must urge President Gieorge Bush tocall foran end to British
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colonialism im Northern Ircland as a means to cnding (his
tragedy that has plagued Ireland these past twenty years,

YOU CAN HELF!

Although the media in gencral is guilty of biascd coverage,
at this time, we will limit our efforts 10 NBC and CBS. By
concentrating our efforts we will be much more elfective,
We ask you to rewrite the bricf sample ketter below to both
NBC and CBS., We wrge thal you ask fricnds, busincss
associates, family, eic. to do the same,  Each letier o 2
nalional figure equals the views of one thousand people.
Wrile Letler #1 1o both: Mr. Howard Siringer, President,
CBS Broadcast Group, $1 W 52 Street - 34th 11, New York,
NY 10019 and Mr. Robert C. Wright, President, NBC, 30
Rockefeller Plaza, Mew York, NY 10112, Wiic Letier #2 (o
Honorshle George Bush, President, The White House,
Washington, DC 205000,

Letter #1 - Ta The Media

Diear My H
I urge that your network make an issuc of British colonial
presence in Northern Ireland. The ongoing injustice and
saffering there are due in large part to the Fsilure by the
media to give full and Cir coverage of this issue
| look foreard 1o your reply on this urgenl matter.

Sincerely,
Letter #2 - Ta President George Bush

Dear President Bash:

Please use your good offices to bring an end 1o British co-
bonialesm in Northeen Ireland. Such actios would bring an
end 1o the injustice and violence that has plagucd lreland lor
more than cight coniuries.

ook foreard to your reply on (his urgent matter

Sancerchy,
YOU CAN FURTHER HELP OUR WORK

JOIN the AMERICAN Irish Political Educotion Con-
mitiee (PEC). For membership inform:stion only call 800
TT1-6807 between Spm & 9am EST, and\or

Send a donation payable to AIFEC Malloy Building,
Stony Poing, Y 10960 = (9143 54 7-2721

Published April 199 by American Irish PEC




Page 6 American Insh Newsletter - April 1990
Cont"d lmom White House Rebulls American Irish on page 1

Wemus wrile iothe President Bush to express our shock at the
Administration’s rebull of American Insh leaders, and orge
that his office organize another meeting between the Councal
of Presidents of Major Insh Amencan Organizations and top
Administration offiozb. (Continue with Action Reguest #1

helow.)

ACTION REQUEST #1 - URGENT

We ask all members to write the letter  below o Presidemt
(ieorge Bush (The White House, Washington, DU 20508) and
tor dustribute the Reprodiice & Dintmibute articde Media Censor-
ship / Government Policies Prolong Viclence in Northern Ireland.
Feel [ree to mention in your letier that vou are a member of the
American Trish Political Education Commitice. Urge friends,
husiness associates, lamily, ete, to write. This campaign lo
Presideni Bush i very important and should be ongoing 1o
throughowut the year. Have non-Insh friends participate.

Continped from News Rits on poage |

continue fo ignore all communications from members of his own
Mck on Bswes of job discimination while openly acting as &
political spokesman for the Briish government. He = nol
entitbed fo abuse his moral authority a5 a chuschman o engage
in such behavior wathout at the very least comsulling with those
members of his Nock who can speak authoritatively on the
mallers in guéstion.” [Andersonstown Mews, 1/13,/%1)

T T MULTI-PURPOSE COUPON
[ 1820 1- YEAR [ ]$35 2-YEARS
ADDRESS

[ 1 CHANGE OF

[ JOOMATION

[ ] B0OKS, ViDEDS, ETC.

FOR MEW MEMBERS OR CHANGE OF

ADDRESS

s

Agddress

City/Torwn s Zp

Ciarte Phucsne &

Membership includes a one-year subscription
to our monthly Newsletier. Your membership
supports all our activities.

Dicar President Buosh:

I am shocked by your Administration’s rebull of Amencan
Irish leaders at the March 6 meeting between the National
Security Council and the Council of Presadents of Major Trish
American Organirations. | unge that you take the appropriste
action 1o assure Uhat this mectmyg takes place.

Please use your good offices to promote the reunification of
Ireland. Without your belp, Treland will remain Europe’s Last
caplive nalion.

I look forward to your response on these urgent maiiers,

Sincerely yours,

STUDENT ACTION

The student MacBride Principles campaign has grown consid-
erably since the PEC initiated it last sstums. Presently we have
students ol over lwenty universitics actively invohed in educal-
ing Lheir peers and professors of the discrimination and oppres-
sion in Northern Treland. In addition, a namber of high school
students have initisted similar activities at the high school
levels,

IF vou wonld ke to join us in this vital endeavor, contact

Sandy Carlson at the PEC National Olce.

TO ORDER TAPES, VIDEQS, BODOKS, ETC.
oy DFDER# EACH AMACILINT
Sub Total
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